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HONOURABLE 


Sackville Tuft , Eſq. 


S the following Eftays 
in the Original arc, 


I think, the beſt fi- 


_ and the brighteſt Parc 


Ciceros (and perhaps of 


all the Roman) Philoſophy ; : 


o,-I hope, this Tranſlation 


them may deſerve your Ac- 


_ccprance and Favour. 
1 The 


r * * = x " AS 
. " . * «1 


| 
; 
( 
| 
| 


The Dedication. 


The Argument of the firſt 
is that Period of Life, which 


all that have the Honour 
to know you, think it their 


Duty and Intereſt to wiſh may 
be long and happy to you. 
The Subject of the Second 
peculiarly concerns Men of 
Honour and Generoſitv; and 


vour claim to it is obvious. 


Compoſitions that follow, the 


Title of the firſt Paradox, and 
the Character of Scipio may 


ſufficiently intimate. 
But to forbear Applications 
of this kind, which tho' ever 


ten 


What Intereſt you have in rhe 1 


ſo Jul are commonly Of- 

ve, or at leaſt Inſipid to 
2 Maſculine Spirit; I am con- 
fident, 


The Dedication. 

firſt ident, Sir, you will not only 
hich Fexcuſe what I am now going 
nour Mo tell you, but take it very 
their Akindly too; and it is this, that 
may as deſpicable a Preſent as the 
u. Criticks may think I make you, 
ond Il deſire this Dedication may 
| of be Interpreted as ſincere and 
and MF ſignificant an Expreſſion of 
ous. my Reſpects to you, as Tully 
1 the meant his Addreſs ro Atticus 
the or Brutus. 
and And i flatter myſelf you'll 
may find it no diſagrecable Amuſe- 

ment in the Country, at your 
ions Intervals of Retiring, to try 
ever the Converſation of Cato, La- 
Of- lins, Scædola, Scipio, poliſh'd 

and improv'd by the Pen of 
Cicero; to contemplate the 
ent, : very 


The Dedication. 


very Souls of Gentlemen ſo 
true to the Intereſt of their 
Country; ſo frank and gene- 
rous in their Friendſhips; ſo 
Serious and Inſtructive; and 
at the ſame time ſo Entertain- 
ing in their Talk. Such Ac- 
quaintance, tho' they bring a- 
long with them no better a 
Guide, yet I am ſure will be 
welcome; and let the Merit 
of Introducing them incline 
you to put a Favourable Con- 
ſtruction upon this officious 


Intruſion of 


Honour d Sir, 
Your moſs Oblig d and moſt 
Faithful Humble Servant, 


S. Parker. 
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PRE FACE 


TY Have nothing to tell the Reader, but 
= 3 only in general, that being encourag'd by 
= my Author's Example, the greateſt Part 
Jof whoſe Philoſophical Works, (as Mr. 
EZ Dodwell ob/erves in his Apology for 
chem, prefixt to my Tranſlation of Tully, 
de Finibus Bonorum & Malorum) is 
only a Tranſlation of the Senſe of o- 
chers, for the Benefit of his own Nation; 
an as zealous for having all bis Moral 
= Treatiſes appear in ours, as we find be 
was 4 recommending the phon of 
be Greeks, in his own Language; parti- 
== c:larly as ts the following Diſcourſes, which * 
= -ave many admirable Suggeſtions in them 
lat ſeem to bave been underiv'd from the 
1 Foreign Schools, F conceive a Tranſla- 
ion of them may not only be Acceptable, 
= ut: Uſeful, eſpecially to thoſe that are 
== Admirers either of Accuracy in the Diſtribu- 
Lion and Method, or of Elegance and Perſpi- 
Luity in the Illuſtration of an Argument. And 
| ; whats 


The PREFACE. 
whatever Imperfections diſcover themſelves 


in the Reaſoning Part, muſt be accounted for 5 
from theFrailty of Natural Judgment ; 21 
is Correfted and Illuminated by the Dic 4 
rates of Divine Revelation. 'F 
One of the groſſeſt Errors in bis a 
boſophy I have of - a Mark upon in 
Marginal Note, (Pag. 241. ) where 2 = 
Joul of Man; „ ( 
Writing he could not but find the Opera- 
tions of his own Soul to be ſucceſſive, and || 
conſequently muſt know they began Ori- 
Finally from another Self-moving Cauſe. 8 


alcribes a Principle of Self- Motion to the 


TULLY'SK 


r 
Cato Major; 


Opera- 

e, and 6 OR 

R Ori- > I | 

mſe. ESSAY upon OLD AGF; Ad- 


dreſs'd to Titus Pomponias Atticus. 


2 
| 
3 
ä 

N 


WErchance the Muſes bring a 
Ic chearful Cup 
BY Of Helicon, 70 phie your Spi- 
_ 2-7, 
mn Hill they deſerve a Fee? 
y'd * the jolly old Yerffier 
( That ne'er bad the Fortune to deal 

In the richeſt of Ore, but was honeſt as 

Steel.) : 

Titus Flaminius, tho as for his Titas, 
Whether be left or kept the Bed, 
| & Hill complain d of aking Heart and 


Enus. 


| Which 


* 


k.. Aid R lac. LS. oa + 5 
. 
e Q . 
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Which cannot be ſaid of ine, at leaſt by 
me, that know ſo very well how great a 
Command you exerciſe over your elf, 
and can averr for you, that an honorary 
Name was the ſlighteſt of the Purcha- 
ſes you made at Athens, in compariſon 
with what you brought home beſides, 
in philoſophical Accompliſhments and 
Managery. And yet as well appointed 
as you are, I believe, I could produce 
you an Inventory of Mortifications and 
Difficulties enough to make either of us 
ſhrug his Shoulders. But of theſe reſpec- 
tively, and the way to conquer them, we 
hall have Occafion to dilcourie another 
Time. At preſent, if you pleaſe, we'll 
pitch upon the Subject of Old Age, an un- 
toward Affair, that, if it has not overta- 
ken us both already, is juſt at our Heels, 
and therefore to be provided againſt in the 
firſt Place: Tho, (for your Part) I am 
ſenſible neither That nor any thing elle 
can throw you out of your Conduct. How- 
ever, as I found my ſelf inclin'd to put 
my Thoughts upon the Argument in 
Black and White, ſo I perceiv'd my 
ſelf obliged in Charity to direct them to | 
Pomponius, as my Brother in Affliction. 
And to tell you the Truth, in the very 
compoſing of this little Effay I was ſo 
ſenſibly reliev'd, tha: the Lees of Life | 
methought, as diſcouraging and ſour as 
2 they 
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they had been before, grew ſavoury and 
agreeable. O what a noble 4pecifick art 
thou, Philoſophy | that can ſt enſure a Man's 
Happineſs from the Cradle to the Grave ; 
if he will but make a right Uſe of thee ! 
Nat here to enlarge upon the Fundamen- 
tals of Wiſdom and Diſcipline in general, 
which either have been already ſtated, or 
ſhall be conſider'd by us elſewhere. For 
at preſent my Buſineſs is wholly with the 
Subject of Old Age; if it ſhall pleaſe you 
to receive my Notions of it, which I thall 
give you in the Form of an extempore Lec- 
ture, as from the Mouth of Marcus Cato, 
in his declining Tears; a Repre/entative, 
whoſe Name may probably turn as much 
to the Advantage of the Argument as A 
viſto's romantick Character of Tichonus 
did a Prejudice to his. Lelius and Scipio 
are ſuppoſed to put him upon the Dif 
courſe, by diſcovering how ftrangely it had 
atiected them to ſee him and his Years fo 
well agreed. Upon this Caro acquaints 
them with the Myſtery of ir; and perhaps 
you'll think, I have made him talk wich 
a greater new of Learning than we meet 
with in his Books; but tis hoped you'll a- 
icribe all that to his general Knowledge of 
the Greet Authors; for to theſe, as you 
know, he apply'd himſelf entirely toward 
the latter End of his Days. In a Word, 
Cato's Sentiments upon the point are the 
B 3 ame 
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{ame with mine, and I'll be anſwerable ¶ - 
for all he ſays. — 
| : IF you t 
Sci210. Lelius and I, Sir, have Ag 
always contemplated every Inſtance of WF z..... 
your Virtue and Wiſdom with Venerati- dire 
on: But nothing has aſtoniſh'd us ſo e; 
much as your Indifference and Chearful- 3 _ N 
vels under the Inconveniencies of Old : 1. th 
Age. I'm ſure other People at your large 
Years are as impatient as if they had A.- Ian 
{ai's Burthen upon their Shoulders, 4 comp! 
CaTo. Alas, Gentlemen! is that = { 
o very ſurprizing ? Tis true, till a Man their 
is furniſh'd for living virtuouſly and hap- BW me a 
pily, whether Old or Young, he muſt be | reſoly 
miſerable; but he that has the right Ma- us Na 
terials wizbin, tis impoſſible he ſhould are te 
reckon upon any thing as an Evil that Wl Direc 
falls in among the ordinary and neceifary Wl (ch | 
Articles of Living. One of the principal Dilige 
of theſe, I take it, is Old Age. And niſh'd 
tis pleaſant to obſerve the Weakneſs, the Bl yantay 
Levity, and the Peeviſhneſs of Mankind. Fifth. 
Nothing will ſerve them but they muſt BW ceſſity 
live till they are Old; and yet when they Was wel 
are come to Fourſcore, they fall out with have + 
it. O but, fay they, we little expected it ding : 
ſo ſoon. * And who can help your want of fuppor 
Arithmetick Has the third Spoke in the Ito flie 
Wheel follow'd the ſecond faſter than the elf an 


2 lecond 
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ſecond follow'd the firſt ? And if you 
wince and complain in your Eightieth, do 
you think if you were to live three hun- 


aVe ared Years longer, yoa ſhould reliſh things. 
of better then? Since tis certain, when in- 
ati: . diſcretion and Error go along with O 
io ¶ He; the Conſideration of the time that's 
ful- over with us, can carry no Satisfaction ut 
1d 1, tho' the Allowance has been ever ſo 
= large. And therefore that wiſe and fobec 


Management (which you are pleas'd to 
compliment me with; I wiſh I had as 
good a Title to the Reputation of it, as 
you ſuppoſe; at leaſt for the Credit of 
their Judgments that have conferr'd u 


1aP- By me a kind Appellation to that effect) is all 
de refolv'd into this; that as God has given 
_ Jus Nature for an infallible Guide; fo we 
u 


are to reſign our ſelves entirely to her 
Directions, and by no means to entertairr 


lary Wl ſuch unworthy Thoughts, either of her 
ipal Diligence or her Skill, as if ſhe had fi- 
And niſh'd four Acts of the great Play to Ad- 
the vantage, and beſtowed no Pains upon the 
and. Fifth. At the ſame Time there's 4 Ne- 
mult Wo ceſſity for it, we may be ſure, that Men, 
_ as well as Orchards and Hedges, ſhould 


have their Seaſons of ſhriv'ling and ſhed- 
ding; and that's enough in Conſcience to 
tupport a wiſe Man, unleſs he is refoly'd: 
La flie in the Face of N ature, and lift him 
lf among the Titans. 

Ma Þ + LZ. 
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LX I. The Time, Sir, muſt come, 


Cat leaſt we hope it will) when, as young Bu 
as we are now, Scipio and I may be as 4 "on 
far advanc'd as your ſelf. And therefore 1 It 
I dare fay, you'll oblige us both by put- ſeq 
ting us beforehand in a way how to re- it 
heve our ſelves, when it comes to that ba: 
dee. inst 
CAT. With all my Heart, Lælius, if _ 
Scipio conſents to 14 you have under- ſuſ 
taken for him in the Propoſal. or 
Sci. You have made the Tour al- 2 
ready, Sir, and we poſſibly may have as con 
large a Compaſs to fetch. Can you think ver 
then we ould not be very ted to know bin 
the Courſe of the Country ? oi. 
. the 


CaT. Beit ſo, Lelins: Tu do what | 
I can for you; and thus much I can ſay, | 
in my daily Converſation with my Con- tim 
temporaries, (as you know Like will to van 
Like, as long as the World laſts) I have wit 
been truſted with all their Grievances, over We 
and over again. I have heard the Com- exc 
plaints particularly of Caius Salinator, and 
Spurins Albinus, both Men of Quality, 
and much about my Standing. O! ( ſay} 
they) all the Pleaſures and Entertain- | 
ments of Life are evaporated, and we have } 
_— 
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nothing left but Sediment / And all the Re- 
ſpelt and Attendance that us'd to be paid 
us, is worn into Neglect and Averſion. 
But certainly theſe Malecontents muſt 
have laid the Saddle on the wrong Horte. 
If theſe Diſadvantages were natural Con- 
ſequences of Old Age, it would never be 
without them: Which is not ſo. For 1 
have known a great many Old Men, that, 
inſtead of remonſtrating, have thought 
themſelves happy in the Ebb and Re- 
treat of Appetite, and found no Cauſe to 
ſuſpect the Influence of their Character 
or Authority in the leaſt abated: No, 
no, the Fault's in the Head, and not in 
the gray Hairs. Old Age is no ſuch un- 
comfortable State, if People will but go- 
vern themſelves and manage rationally ; 
but if they're impatient and undiſciplin* 
Old or Young, they had better be out 
the World. 


LI. I think fo. In the mean 
time, it ſhould ſtem, you have the Ad- 
vantage, Sir, of other People at your Age, 
with regard to the Circumſtances of 
Wealth, Honour, and Power, which are 
excellent Elixirs. 


CAT. I'll allow it you, Lelizs; Theſe 
Privileges are a Help, but yet they wor's 
do alone. We may fay of Ola Age what 

B 4 Themiſtocles 
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Themiſtocles ſaid of Seriphius, upon a Quar- Z 


rel with him. Seriphius had told him, 
Twas the Name of the Place where he was 
vein, and not any Merit of his own, that 
bad given him all bis Reputation and Fi- 
gure iu the World. It may be ſo; ( reply'd 
T emiſiccles) but for all that, were Se- 
riphins an Athenian, he'd haze as little ta 
recommend him, as ' Themiſtocles, if be 
ere Seriphius. Thus as to the Condi- 
tion of the Aged, tis confels'd, a Man 
of Underitanding muſt find it an afflicting 
one, when 'tis attended with extreme 
Poverty and Indigence ; but then on t'o- 
ther hand, a ſuperarnuated Pedant, in 
rhe midit of the largeſt Affluence and 
Prerogatives, cannot render it ſupport- 
able: For III tell you, Gentlemen, the 
only Weapons to ſence with againſt Age 
are moral Accompliſhments and virtu- 
ous Habits. It thele are lecur'd and cul- 
tirated betimes, tis not to be imagin'd, 
what Encouragement and Sufficiency 
they'll aitord at the latter End of the 
Day; for Jet the Engagement laſt never 
io long, they never quit the Cauſe till their 
Officer drops. Beſides, the Anſwer of a 
good Contcience, upon the Review of a 
Man's Life and Converſation, is the no- 
bleft Refreſhment in the World. When 
I was yet a Youth, I took as much 
Pleaſure in the Familiarity I was — 
re 
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ed to with the great Quintus Maximus, 
chat retook Tarextum, as if we had reck- 

Pon'd Years alike. There was an excel- 

ent Mixture of Gravity and good Hu- 
mour in that worthy Perſon. Nor could. 

his Temper be ſour'd by any outward De- 
Jcay. He was not a very Old Man when: 

T had firſt the Honour and. Happineſs to 

be known to him; tho” then going down: 

che Hill. I came into the World in the 

Time of his firſt Conſulat; in his fourth. 
I made a Campaign under him as a Vo- 
lunteer, in his Expedition againſt Capua; 
and five years after I was with him at 
the Siege of Tarentum. At the ſame time 
I bore the Quæſtorial Office; after which. 
I was choſen Aidile, and Preto four: 

Years after that, under the Conſulat of 

Tuditanus and Cethegus. Fabius was then 
of a very great Age, and vigoroufly ſo- 
licited the pailing of the Bill about Boun- 
tz-Money. He behav'd himſelf as bravely. 
and briskly in the Field, when one would 
have thought him worn out and diſa- 
bled, as 15 he had not been turn'd of 
1 hirty : z and as enterprizing a young Ge- 
neral as Hannival was, he broke his Spi- 
rit and his Meaſures too utterly, by * 
bazarding a Battle. My old Friend Eu- 
mus has two or three handſome Lines 


upon it ; 


Unus homo nobis, &c. 
B 5 Fabius 
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* Fabius was flow, but ſure, and his 
Delay 
Reſtor d the tottering State. Now "twas 
bis way 


faid : 


dead. 
* Sir R. Z. Eftrange's Tully's Offices. 


retook it. And then he was as good a 
II Stateſman as a Soldier; witneſs that Reſo- 
44! lation with which he oppos'd Cains Fla- 
4: minius the City Tribune, when Flaminius 
thought fit to make Aſſignments of the 
Lands in Picenum and Gallia, in Contempt 
of the Senate's Order and Authority. 


Fabius, and his Collegue, Spurius Calvi- 
x#us, declin'd to appear in the Buſineſs. 


Twas under the ſecond Conſulſhip of 


Who | 


* 
4 
1 
4 4 4 vl 
2 


4 
© 


Z 


To mind bis Buſineſs, not what People | 
He liv'd a Great Man, but he's Greater : 


How extraordinary were the Proofs he 
gave us of his Vigilance and Policy at 
che Siege of Tarentum / which puts me 
in mind of what I heard him tell Salina- 
tor; who (tho' he had parted with the 
Town, and retir'd into the Citadel) was 
bragging to Fabius of his Services, and 
that he could never have recover'd the 
Place if it had not been for himſelf. Thou | 
art in the right (aid Fabius, with a Smile,) | 
for if you had not loft it, I cou d ne er have 
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E. 
Who but Fabias durſt have utter'd what 
nd bi; be faid when he was Augur? Optimis au- 
IT /piciis ea geri, &c. "Tis impoſſible the 
, MF AUSPICES foould be amiſs, when 
IX there's any thing to be tranſacted to the Ad- 
People ¶ vantage of the Commonwealth, or promiſ- 
ning when à Practice Will turn to its Pre- 
dreater udice. I could preſently run you up a 


thouſand Inſtances of the Greatneſs of 
his Soul; but to mention one ſor all, 
What a Compoſedneſs and Reſignation 
did he ſhew upon the Loſs of that ad- 
mird and honourable Perſon, his Son 
Quintus? T have the Draught of that Gen- 
tleman's Character, lying by me; and 
whenever I look it over, I cannot help 
thinking very meanly of the beſt of the 
Philoſophers. Nor was our Fabius only 
lerviceable and conſiderable upon pub- 
lick Occaſions, and to the View of the 
World: If were poſſible, he recom- 
mended himſelf rather more in his Pri- 
vacics and behind the Scene. His Max- 
ims and Diſcourſes were admirable: He 
was a wonderful Critick in the Knowledge 
of ntiiquity, and underſtood all the Au- 
gurial Preeminences and Oeconomy per- 
fectly well, and had made himlſelt every 
way as good a Scholar as any Roman 
whatſoever in thoſe Days. His Memory 
was a prodigious one: No military 


| Action had paſs'd in any of the Wars, 


B 6 ei- 
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1 either at home or abroad, but he had 
1 cvery Circumſtance of it in his Head. 
1 And I muſt confeſs, when I recollect 
It with what Attention and Eagerneſs I lift- 
end to all he faid, I am perſuaded "twas 
from a ſecret Aſſurance of what has ſince 
come to paſs, that when Fabius was 
gone, I ſhbuld never have ſuch another 
Maſter, 3 
To return; if you ask me what's 
all this to the Buſineſs ? Let me tell you 
tis very pertinent; for tis abſolutely un- 
conceivable how the Maladies of Age 
Mould incommode ſuch a Man. Iis 
true, every Long-liver is not a Scipio or 
a Maximus, and cannot enjoy himſelf up- 
on his Crutches with the Remembrance 
of how many Towns he has carry'd, 
how many Fleets and Armies he has had 
the Command of, how many ſucceſsful i 
Expeditions he has been ſent upon, and 
how many. Triumphs his Conduct and 
Bravery have been rewarded with. No 
matter: If we can but remember we have 
paſs d our time hogeſtly, peaceably, and 
reputably, the Evening of Liſe muſt cer- 
tamly prove calm and fair; as in the 
Inſtance of Plato, who dy d with his 
Pen in his hand at Fourſcore and one; 
and of {ſocrates, who was Ninety-faur ⁵⁶ 
when he writ his Panathenaicus, and liv- 3 
ed five years aiter. Leontinus Gorgias, i 
: his 
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Voice was ſtrong, and my Lungs firm in 
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his Preceptor, held it out to a Hundred 
and Seven; and which is more, he read 
and compos'd to the laſt. The Queſti- 
on was put to him, I hat was his Fancy 
for living ſo long? Becauſe, lays he, I 
have nothing to Fs againſt Old Age. Twas 
generoully anſwer d, and like a Man of 
Letters, Imprudence and Temerity pro- 
pagate Diſorders and Defects, and then 
Old Age muſt father them. Honeſt Eu- 
zius aforeſaid thought the Caſe hard, it 
ſeems, ——- Sicut fortis Equus, &c. 


So the proud Racer that has often run 

T Olympick Heats, as oft the Prizes 
Won 

Firſt finds, when Old, bis happy days 
begun. 


He's pleas'd to reſemble his own Cafe 
to that of an Emerit Horſe that's come 
off with Honour. Poſſibly your ſelves, 
Gentlemen, are not ſo young, but you 
may remember the Poet too; in the 
time of Titus Flaminius and Marcus Aci- 
lius's Conſulſhip, he had not been dead. 
above twenty Years, for he dy'd when 
Philip was the ſecond time Conſul, 
and Cæpio his Collegue. I was at that 
time about Five and Forty; and preſs d 
the Paſſing of the Yoconian Law. My 


thoſe 


2 
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thoſe days. To be ſhort, Ennius dyd 
not till his Seventieth Lear; and was ſo 
far from being mortify'd by two of the 
eateſt Afflictions incident to human 
ife, that he really play'd with them. 
To come forward; I can think of but 
four Diſcouragements which may ſeem 
to juſtifie our Averſion to Old Age. The 
firſt is, becauſe it indiſpoſes us for Ac- 
tion and Buſineſs; the ſecond, becauſe 
tis accompany'd with Ailings and Infir- 
mities; the third, becauſe it takes away 
the Reliſh of ſenſual Satisfaftions and 
Gratifications ; the fourth, becauſe *tis 
an Introduction to Death. Give me leave 
to examine each Article of the Impeach- 
_ and how far it affects the Defen- 
nt. 

WELL then, Old Age unqualifies us for 
Action and Enterprize : That is to ſay, it 
diſables a Man for acting the ſame Part 
which he did heretofore, when he was 
young and vigorous. But are there no 
ſedentary Functions to be thought of? No 
ſerviceable Exerciſes and Duties for the 
Soul to be employ'd upon, when the Car- 
caſe is wither d and lay d up? What ſhall 7 
we ſay of Quintus Maximus? Of Lucius 
Paulus, your Father Scipio, and Father 
in-Law to my Son, and the Glory f 
my Family? Of the Fabricii, Curii, Co- 
runcami, anda hundred more? Did . 

C- 
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dy'd MF Defeftt of juvenile Spirits make theſe 
= Men idle or uſeleſs ? And was not the 


the X Government happy in the venerable In- 
man ¶ terpoſitions of their Experience and Au- 
nem. I thority? Appius Claudius was old and 
but IF blind at the fame Time; but for all that, 
ſeem perceiving the Senate dispos d to come to 
The a Treaty and ſtrike a League with Pyr- 
Ac- F yhus, he was in a Condition to expoſtulate 
aule as zealouſly as Ennius himſelf could make 
nfir- him: 
Way : 

and Duo nobis mentes, rectè que ſtare ſolebant, 

us EK. : 
eave 
ach- = Once was your Wiſdom deep, your Coun- 
fen- 3 ſels wiſe : | 
3 What Frenzy turns your Brain, and cheats 
s for | your Eyes? 
„ 1 1 "IIA 
Part and fo forth. You know the Verſes I 
was mean: There's Life and Spirit in them. 
no IF The Speech it ſelf too, which Appius made 
No upon that Occaſion, is in Being: He 
the WF ſpoke it ſeventeen Years aſter his ſecond 
Car- Conſulat, which was Ten Years after his 
ſhall firft, and he had been Cenſor ſome Time be- 
KIuS fore that : So that in the time of the 
ther War with Pyrrbus, he muſt have been a 
orf very Neſior almoſt; and yet you ſee he 
Co- was fit for Service, if Records and Tra- 
the dition may be credited. To repreſent Old 


Age 
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Age as a State of Inactivity and Inſigni- 
ficancy is a great Miſtake; juſt as ifa 
Paſſenger in a Ship, oblerving all the Sea- 
men in a Hurry, ſome running up the 
Cables, ſome icouring about above and 
fome below Deck, and others working 
the Pump, ſhould take no notice of the 
Pilot, and look upon him as mere Bal- 


laſt, becauſe he fits cloſe and fixt at the 


Helm. Perhaps he cannot undertake to 
rub through the Drudgery of the Young- 
ſters; but at the ſame time he's adminiſ- 


tring a Province of much greater Conſe- 


quence: For after all, Muſcles and Si- 
news, and animal Spirits can be no more 
than the remote Cauſes of any great At- 


chievement. Iis Conduct, Sagacity, and 


Authority that give Being and Birth to 
them: And theſe Qualifications are ſo far 
from loſing any thing by the Acceſſions of 
Age, that they thrive and get ground by 
it. Permit me to inftance in my ſelf. I 
have formerly expos'd my felt a Champi- 
on for my Country in many dangerous Ex- 
peditions : I have afferted her Cauſe in 
the Character of a Yolunteer, a Tribune, a 
Lieutenant-General, and a Conſul, Thoſe 
Days of Action are paſt and gone; and I 
am now a little too Old to he in the 
Trenches: But till T fanſie my ſelf good 
for ſomething ; elſe T ſhould not preſume 
to adviſe the Senate about the a 
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publick Counſels and Reſolutions, 
and the right Methods of profecuting 


d them, particularlVat this Juntture, with 
regard to thole Meaſures of Prevention 
IJ which I propound of acting offenſively 


and etlettually againſt Carthage. Her 


Power and Emulation ace very formidable, 


and have threaten'd us too long ; and L 


all never fleep found till that City's a 
Heap of Rubbiſh. 
JF lomething whupers it in my Soul, Scipio, 
that you are the happy Man, difpos'd 


It muſt be fo; and 


and deſtin d by the Favour of Heaven, to 
the Glory of finiſhing that Work, and 
deciaing that Competition your illuſtrious 
Grand- Father has left depending. I re- 
member him well, and ihall never loſe the 
noble Idea. I was thirty three Years 
Old when he dy'd: That was a Year or 
thercabouts before my Cenſorſhip, and 
nine Years after his Second Conſulat, 
when I had the Honour to be his Col- 
legize. I dare ſay, had that worthy Per- 
ſon ſtaged it out to a Hundred, his De- 
clenſion would never have made him pee- 
viih or melancholy: For tho' it had 


been a great deal too late for him to 
think any more of Charging and Scaling, 
of darting his Pike and bathing his Ra- 
pier; yet he would have follow'd his 
Buſineſs as cloſe another way, in the Ex- 
erciſe of his Underſtanding, and the A 


. | 
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18 TULLTYof Orv Act. | 
plication of his Knowledge and Expert- 4 
ence. In reference to which, as appearing * 
moſt eminent and obſervable in aged Peo-—- 
ple, our Predeceſſors gave the great Coun- 


cil of the Government the Name of Se- 


nate; as the Lacedemonians plac'd the Se- 
nior-Citizens at the Head of Affairs, and 
then call d them ht they found them. 
Conſult the Hiftory of the World, and 
that will ſatisfie you that the young 
Ones have always made Work for the 
old Ones; and that whenever the for- 
mer have been disjointing and ſhattering 7 
the moſt flouriſhing Kingdoms and States, 
the latter have ſtept in to ſecure the 
main Chance, and ſet them together a- 


gain. 
Say, by what impetuous Fate, 
Or Politicks abſurd, your Power's defiroy'd ? 
is an Enquiry offer d in a Tragedy of Næ- 

vius. The Anſwer to it begins thus. 

Unskilful Boys were in our Cauſe employ d. 
And fo he goes on, intimating this un- 
deniable Truth, That Raſhneſs leads the 
Fan, and Prudence brings up the Rear of 

Life. 
MLA LL tell me that Age is apt to 
pair the Memory And I grant you, 
this 5 F aculty fails, unleſs you keep it 
upon Duty ; eſpecially where Nature 
has not beftow'd it in Perfection. The- 
— had all the Names of his 4 
OM 
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low-Citizens in his Head : And we can- 
not pretend Time had ſo defac'd or 
ſhufled the Characters, but that he 
could readily diftinguiſh Ariſtides from 
Lyfimachus, to the laſt. T'll fay that 
for my ſelf, I can give a very par- 
ticular and competent Account of the 
preſent Generation, and of their Fathers 
and Grandfathers before them too. The 
Memory (ſays the Proverb) laſts as Jong 
as the Monument : While the Epitaphs of 
my Old Acquaintance are legible, I ſhall 
have my Remembrancers. Was it ever 
knowa in this World that a doting Yolpone 
forgat where he bury'd his Money ? 
Miſers can remember what they have a 
mind to, as well as other People: Never 
fear them for Principal and Intereſt, 
Debtor and Creditor, and all that. So 
again, for the Men of the long Robe, 
the Members of the Pontifical and Augu- 
rial Orders, and your Paralytical Philoſo- 
3 What a ſtrange Multiplicity and 
7ariety of Obſervations and Notions 
have they to ſhew for themſelves? Till 
an Old Man puts a Negle& upon his 
Parts, they ſeldom deſert him, whether 
his Condition be publick or private, il- 
luſtrious or ordinary. Sopbocles wrote 
for the Stage as long as he liv'd ; and 
he was ſmitten with the Employment to 
fuch a Degree, that his Children * a 

re- 
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Pretence of it to prefer a Bill againſt 
their Father (as a Man diſorder'd in 
his Underſtanding) for neglecting the 
Eſtate, and forſaking the Care of his 
Family: As there is likewiſe a Provi/on 
in our own Conſtitution, That a Father of 
a Family forfeits his Property in the For- 
tunes of it, if he will not look after them. 
Upon this Occaſion (ſays the Story) the 
your Old Bard produc'd his laſt New 

lay, which was his Oedipus Coloneas ;, 
read it in open Court; and then appeal d 
to them, I hetber a Madman and a Do- 
tard cou'd have word up ſuch a Drama? 
and fo carry'd his Cauſe. Twas not in 
the Power of Old Age, it ſeems, to di- 
vert our Tragedian from his Buſineſs; 
no, nor Homer, Heſiod, Simonides, Steſi- 
chorus, nor the two great Men I menti- 
on'd before, Iſocrates and Gorgias z nor 
the prime Philoſophers of old, Pythage- 
ras, Democritus, Plato, Xenocrates; nor 
thole that came after them, as Zeno, 
Cleanthes, and Diogenes the Stoick, the 
ſame that was here with us at Rome ſince 
your Time. Tis certain every one of 
theſe contriv'd the Matter ſo, that they 
left off ſtudy ing and breathing at once. 
Not to purſue the Advantage of thoſe In- 
ſtances which the more ſublime Profeſ- 
ſions and Exerciſes of Life afford, I could 

give you a Liſt of ſome of my good Neigh- 
8 
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bours and Friends, honeit Farmers of Ro- 
man Extraction, in the Sabine Territory ; 
during whoſe Abſence at any Time, the 
principal Concerns in the Country, as 


4 Sowing, Reaping, Carrying in, Cc. are 


quite at a Stand. Tho poſſibly we may 
have the leſs Reaſon to wonder at this, 
becauſe the oldeſt Man living has a Proſ- 


2 pett and ExpeCtation of getting over the 


other Year at leaſt: But then in other 
Caſes too, where themſelves are really 
diſintereſted, they are as neceſſary and 
as forward. They entail an Obligation upon 
their Poſterity by laying out Orchards and 


Car dens for them, ſays Statius in his Hy- 


ne phebi. Examine an antiquated Peaſant 
at any Time, for whoſe Sake it is that he 
makes his Plantations; and he'll tell you, 
Tis for Heaven's Sake, that convey'd what 
my Progenitors had either merited or pur- 
chas'd to me; and requires I ſhould leave 
it as much improv'd as I can to my Succeſ- 
ſors. ; 

ELSEWHERE the Poet now quoted 
forgets himſelf; 


LEdepol ſenettus, fi nibil quidquam aliud 
vitii, &c. 


Mere there nothing diſagreeable in Old Age 
beſides, that's Penance enough in all Con- 
Icience, that the longer a Man bolds out, 
the 


ww 
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the more Eye-Sores he meets with, And 

1 why not as many ſatis factory Objects? As 

i j it twere not the Miſ-hap of young 

| People too ſometimes, to ſee more f 

the World than they are pleas'd with. 

3s Again; The fame Author ſhoots wi. * 
17:2 der than before; Tum equidem in Se- V 

f 1 nefa, &c. And that's another deplorable In- [e 

| 4 gredient in Old Age, (ſays he) that it makes Da 


Ko 
= 
9 
9 


F a Ma a Burthen to himſelf, and that he | 
4 finds himſelf ſo to other People. — juſt 2 


ns | the contrary - The younger Sort and the WF 
1 elderly are much better agreed than this 28 
q comes to. The latter pleaſe themſelves * * 
1 0 extremely in the Converſation of the for- p 

| | mer, when they perceive them generous- Ra 
ul | ly inclin'd: And any Arguments of Re- y © 
my | ſpect and Affection obtain'd from them, _ 
f 31 recall the Spirits, and encourage a diffis * 
N |; cult Circulation. As, on the other Hand, Pr 
j 1 the Juniors attend with Attention and De- A. 
1 light to thoſe obliging Directions and In- FF 

mt formations which flow from the Lips of Kt 


the Aged and Experienc'd; inculcating the 
Principles, and recommending the Prac- 
tice of Virtue. And at this very Time, 
I am perſuaded old Cato's Company is as 
refreſhing and acceptable to you as yours 
to him: There is no Love loft. Thus 
much may ſuffice to ſhew you, that 
there is ſo little Neceſſity that Old 
Age ſhould be always attended with Lafſ- 

ſitude 


8 ſecond Hardihip 


| 
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IX ſitude and Inſignificancy, that on the con- 
trary, tis induſtrious and indefatigable, 
and puſhes the Proſecution of its Purpoſes 
with Diligence. 'Then we have frequent 
Examples of thoſe that never thought 
themſelves too old to learn. Solon in his 
Verſes values himſelf upon reflecting, that 
his Underſtanding improv'd as faſt as his 
Days multiply'd. I have taken this Hint 
my ſelf, and devoted my Fragments of 
Lite to the Study of the Greet Language 
and Authors, and have every Morning 
return'd with an awaken'd Appetite, and 
a freſh Ardor to the reading of them, in 
queſt of ſuch Authorities and Inſtances 
as I alledge upon this very Occaſion. 
Among others of this Kind that came in 
my Way, is that of Socrates, who toward 
the latter End of his Life became a 
Practiſioner in Mufick ;, a very creditable 
Accompliſhment in the Opinion of the 
Ancients; and I could with I had try'd 
at it my ſelf. However, I have minded 
my Book, and loſt no Time in my Clo- 


I N the next Place, as to any Decreaſe 
of Strength and Vigour, (which was the 
objected) in earneſt, I 
find my ſelf, upon the Experiment, alto- | 
gether as inſenſible of the Loſs, as in my 
Prime I was of the Want of a Bull's or 
an Elephant's Muſcles. A wiſe Man 

ſhould 
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ſhould be thankful for the Allowances 3 
crib'd by Providence, and make the 
Uſe of his Powers, as far as they'll 3 

o. Could any Thing have expos'd the 

Littlenef of Milo's Soul more untoward- 

ly, than the Diſſatis faction he diſcover d 

at laſt; when upon contemplating the 

Olympick Champions in the Heat of En- 


gagement, he turn'd his Eyes upon his 
Elbows, and (with Tears trickling down) 7 


Ab ! my poor Arms (ſaid he) you've loſt 
your feeling! Now I fay rather, alas! 
Milo, twere well if you had as much 
Senſe as your Arms! But we know by 
what Tenure you held your Credit, Sir : 
Not that of a reaſonable and intrinſick 
Merit, but from that of a brutiſh Impe- 
petuoſity and Robuſtneſs, Sextus Alins, 
and Titus Coruncanius ſtood otherwile af- 
fected heretofore; as did alſo Publius 
Craſſus after them. Whatever any of 
theſe three advis'd or mov'd, was an O- 
racle; and their Abilities encreas'd upon 
them to the Day of their Death. IT muſt 
confels however, that Old Age is a Foe 
to the Qualifications of an Orator; for 
tho? it ſpares his Head, it may ſpoil his 
Delivery. And yet for my own Part, as far 
gone as I am, I continue ſtill Maſter of 
my Accents. It ſeems, long Life does not 
always coft us the Cadency and Grace of 
Pronunciation. An aged Man's Voice 

has 
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Fake mands Attention and Aſſent. I do not 
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Was its Beauties, tho' tis weak and low: 
And tis ten to one but the very Deco- 
rum and Eaſineſs of his Eloquence com- 


Winſinu.te as if mine had ſuch a Power 
wich it; and yet I am confident, my Sug- 
geſtions will go a great Way with Scipio 
and Lelius : At leaſt an old Man, with a 
Knot of hopeful and obliging Pupils a- 
vpout him, has all the Reaſon in the World 
to be proud of his Happineſs: For a 
more handſom and uſeful Employment 
there cannot be, than to inform the leſs 
Nexperienc'd, and fix the Foundations of 
F$Sobriety and Conduct. As for Example, 
IJ Cneins and Publius Scipio, and ſo their 
Predeceſſors Lucius Amilius and Publius 
Africanus, when they had all the Flower 
Jof the Nobility about chem, wanted no- 
ching, as I apprehended, to compleat their 
WF Happineſs. And tis a Rule, Once à va- 
liable Profeſſor ia any Faculty, aud always 
, whatever becomes of the Verdure and 
Vigour of the Body: To which (by the 
Way) the Exceſſes of Youth prove gene- 
rally more prejudicial than the Approach- 
Jes of Age: For he that ſpurs on too faſt, 
and runs all Lengths at his firft ſetting 
out, 'tis impoſſible but he muſt come 
aded and broken-winded home. MXeno- 


een, when he comes to Cyrus's dying 


Bequeſts and Declarations, makes him af- 
C fare 
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ſure the By-itanders that his Age had ne- 
ver ſunk his Conſtitution, and that he had 
found himſelf as ſtrong and hearty to- 
ward the Concluſion of his Lite, (Which 
was a long one) as in the very Bloom of 
it. And in my Remembrance, Lucius wit! 
Metellus (who four Years after his ſe- and 
cond Conſulat was created Pontifex Mai- ¶ and 
mus, and enjoy d the Honour of that as v 
Dignity two and twenty Years) continu- Con, 
ed ſo ftout and jolly to the laſt, that al- | 

tho” he reach'd an extream Old Age, he that 


might truly be ſaid to die young. led 

might offer my ſelf as another In- wit! 
ſtance of this K ind, and juſtifie it upon my my 
Privilege of being ſo, as well as Neſtor in Gila! 
Homer, when he runs out, as he frequent - Wo! 


ly does, in favour of his own Character 
and Qualifications. A Man that had bu- 
d two Generations already, and was in | 

a fair Way to ſee an End of the third; 
we if any Body might be allow'd 

to ſtand upon his Points, and be a little 
full of himſelf (provided he could make 
his Words good) twas he; and eſpecially E 
ff he was Maſter of all that charming 
Eloquence aſcrib'd to him by Homer, and 
thoſe Sweets of Hhmettus, which Age 
could not exhauſt with his vital Juices. 
Hence it was, that his General would 
have been ſo glad, not of half a Score 
Ajaxes, but Neſtors; and could he but 

have 
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have them, he was confident he ſhould 
bring the Siege to a ſudden Iſſue. To 
ſpeak more particularly of my ſelf: I 
am now in my eighty fourth Year; 
and altho* I will not pretend to come up 
with Cyrus; tho I have not the Force 
and Flame as when I went a Yolunteer, 
and then a Quæſtor in the Punick War; 
as when I commanded in the Quality of 
Conſul in Spain, and four Years after, 
when Manlius Acilius Glabrio ſuſtain'd 
that Office, was one of his Colonels, and 
led on my Men at Thermopyle : Not- 
withſtanding all this, I do not reckon 
my ſelf in my Ruins yet: I am not 6 
diſabled but I can do ſome good in the 
World, when the Concerns and Exigen- 
cies either of the Publick or of my own 
Friends and Dependants challenge the 
beſt Endeavours of my Head and my 
Lungs: For as for that ſtale and celebra- 
ted Proverb, He that would make the 
moſt of Old Age, muſt begin with it betimes, 
Jam ſo little ſway'd by it, that 1 con- 
fels J am rather for deducting from my 
Seniority, than for making my ſelf Old 
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, = WF bctore I am ſo; and therefore I am as 
| Age Laie of Acceſs, and as ready to ſerve a 
Juices. Friend as ever. And it I am weaker 


would | : 
Score 
e but 
have 


in my Limbs than either of you, why, 
the Anſwer is ready; you are not fo 
ſtrong as Titus Pontius the Centurion; but 
C 2 | yet 
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yet that will not render his Perſon more 
valuable than yours. What if we are not 


as unmanageable as Giants? Let us but 
make our Ammunition go as far as we 
can, and we ſhall find our ſelves fairly 
provided for. The Story goes of Milo, 
that when he enter d the Liſts at the 
Olympick Prizes, he brought a live Bull 
upon his Back. And which do you 
think wou'd turn to your better Account, | 


the Sufficiency of Milos Muſcles, or Py- 


thagoras's Underſtanding? Let every Man 
make the moſt of the Advantage, and, | 
when he has loſt it, let him ſet his Heart | 
at reſt. Otherwiſe we ſhall have ſome | 
People at Twenty, calling out for Child- Þ 
hood agen, and running mad at Fourty, 


becauſe they are paſt 'I wenty. Now the 


Stages and Diviſions of Life are fixt; | 


Nature goes but by one Road and Rule. 


And every Degree and Date of Life | 


challenges its Circumſtances in the proper 
Seaſon. We are helpleſs and tender in 
our Infancy, ſudden and headſtrong in 
our Youth, ſerious and recolletted up- 
on the ſinking of the Tide; and there- 
fore when we hold out to the further 
end of Life, we ought to expect whate- 
ver is incident or annext to that. You 
cannot but have hcard, Scipio, how 
well Maſiniſſa, that has been a Friend 


to your Family, almoſt time out of Mind, 


bears 


3 
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bears his Age ſtill. By this time he reck- 
ons Ninety compleat. Sometimes he 
walks, and ſometimes he rides. If he 
{ets out upon a Journey on Foot his Legs 
muſt carry him to the end on't : if he's for 
a Progreis on Horſe-back, he is as true to 
his Saddle. Let it rain, or ſhine, or freeze, 
tis all one to him; his Head's uncover'd. 
In a Word, he has taken ſuch eſſectual 
Meaſures to ſupport his Faculties, and 
confirm his Conſtitution, as to be able at 
this Day to carry the Weight of a Crown, 
and conquer all the Fatigues of Majeſty. 
So that tis plain enough, Age it ſelf can- 
not break us if we prevent its Impreſſions 
by Exerciſe and Temperance. 

Bur what if Old Age prove a State 
of Impotency? So long as it has little or 
no Occaſion for the vigour of Youth — 
Conſider, Publick Authority has every 
where exempted us from the Adminiſtrati- 
on of all Publick Offices, that require the 
Powers of the Body: And'tis fo little ex- 
pected from us, to do more than we are a- 
ble, that we are not obliged to do ſo much. 
Well, but ſometimes People when they 
grow in years, are peſter'd with ſo ma- 
ny Ailings, and Indiſpoſitions, that they 
are fit for no ſort of Buſineſs. I grant 
it; but then 'tis unfair to charge that 
upon Age which is purely the Effect of 
an ill habit of Body; As in the inſtance 
C 3 of 
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of that Gentleman that adopted you, 


Scipio, I mean Publius Africanus's Son ; in b into! 
what a crazy, languid, uncomfortable WF 
Condition, did he linger off? And a % 
thouſand Pities it was; for otherwiſe that 


he had certainly made as great a Man as 
his Father, and indeed as much greater ut! 
as he would have had the Odds of him che 
in Point of Learning. Upon the whole ; I ©* 
If Youth it ſelf is liable to a thouſand I F<0 
Maladies and Indiſpoſitions, it ought not rea 
to be an Objection againſt Old Age, that Let 
tis out of Sorts now and then. All that the 
can be faid is, we muſt bear up briskly | An 
againſt the Afﬀliction, and over-power it 5 
with philoſophical Applications and Re- P* 
folutions. If Life at long Run turns to 
a Diſeaſe, we muſt encounter the Malig- 4 
nity as well as we can, contrive to keep ye 
Nature in her Channel, have Recourſe 
to moderate Exerciſe, and eat and drin 
no more than will fatisfie without ſur- XR 
feiting. And as the Body muſt be care- 
fully nurſed and fortified ; fo tis at leaſt 
as neceſſiry that the Mind alſo be pre- 
ſerv'd in good Caſe and Condition. This 
heavenly Lamp muſt be duly fed and en- 
courag'd; elſe it will burn dim upon con- 
fuming. And there's no Aliment fo pro- 
per for it as Exerciſe and Agitation; for 
tho* the Body cannot bear a continual 
Circle of Enterprize and Fatigue, the 
Powers 
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1 you, Powers of the Soul are chear d, and re- | 
on; in inforc'd by ſevere Meditation. And as 
Xrtable for Cecilius's Comicos Stultos Senes, (ridi- [ 
And a MY c:lous old Coxcombs) it concerns only thoſe : 
erwiſe chat outlive their Direction, and fully 5 
fan as their Antiquity. Age, tis true, is no Se- 

reater curity againſt moral Imperfections; yet 

f him the latter are by no Means conſequent to 

hole; the former. As the younger Sort of 

uſind People are more generally ſubject to vene- 

it not real Inclinations than the elderly ; and 

| that vet they are not all under the Power of 

that them, but only thoſe that indulge them. 

riskly 17 And ſo tis in the Caſe of Dotage (as tis 

rer it call'd) no Man is under a Neceſſity to 

Re play the Fool in his Old Age; but e- 

ns to very Man may if he pleaſes. Appius was 

falig- quite dark ſome Time before he died, and 

keep vet capable of managing and diſciplining 

ourſe four Sons, ( full grown) five Daughters, 

Irink and a large Dependance f Relations and 


Inferiours. He minded his Buſineſs, and 


ſur⸗ 
care- kept his Underſtanding brac'd; and when 
leaſt his Vigour had fail'd him, twas more 
pre- than his Age could do to foil him. He 
Chis . preſerv'd his Character to the laſt, and 
| en» 4 aw'd and influenc'd thoſe that were about 
con. him; and not only fo, but effectually 
pro- commanded and govern'd them. His Ser- 
for Vants ſtood in Awe of him, his Children 
mal bexerenc' d him, and every Body elſe ad- 
the mir'd and honour'd him. In a Word, he 


/Ers 


C 4 mo- 
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to have the Sobriety 
old One. 


Prad ice, our Limbs indeed may wither 


and Caution of an 


by wearing, but the Mind cannot loſe 
At this | 
very Time I have the ſeventh Book of 
my Antignities upon the Stocks, and am 
making as compleat a Collection as I can 
of our earlieſt Memorials and Monu- 
ments. Sometimes I rummage over the 
Briefs and Miputes of the ſeveral Cauſes 
J have been formerly concern'd in, and 
pon them; beſide i 
thoſe Hours which I dedicate to the Stu- 


its Vigour and Complexion. 


form new Pleadings v 


dy of the Civil Law, and of the augurial 
and pontifical Rights and Powers. Nay, 
and I have over and above, a very ſuffi- 
- cient Reſerve of 'Time for my Greek Au- 
thors ; and conſtantly every Evening, I 


make uſe of the Pyzhagorean Receipt, for , 
invigorating the Memory, (that is to fay) | 


recollect whatever I have either faid, or 
heard, or done that Day. This now is 
an 


modell'd his Family like a primitive Ro- 
man, and follow'd the good old Way; 
for Age is entituled to very advantagious 
Privileges if *twill but challenge and aſj- 
ſert them. It may ſneak and proſtitute 
its Prerogative; but the Patent runs for 
Life. To be ſhort, an old Man ought to 
have the Reſolution and Pretendingneſs' 
of a young One, as a young One ought 3 


And if this Maxim be pat in 


Way; 1 
A Z10US 1 
nd at- ? 
ſtitute 


. 
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an orderly Courſe of Employment and 


Attendance very ſuitable to the Powers 
of the Soul; and as long as I find my 
ſelf in a Condition to proſecute. and ply 
ſuch Sort of Work, I ſhall never think. 
much of my Decays without. I am as: 
much at the Devotion of a Friend as e- 
ver: As a Senator, I am conſtant and 
punctual to the Service of the Houſe; 
where, having firft well wezghed and di- 
ceited them, I projet my Meaſures, and 
offer my Arguments, and compaſs many 
a Cauſe by the Strength of my Reaſon, . 
which I could never have carried by the 
Dint of my Sword. And yet if it ſhould 
ever prove my Misfortune to be faſtened. 
to my. Bed, and rendred inſignificant to 
theſe very Purpoſes, the bare Speculati- 
on and Defire of being ſerviceable would- 
make Things eaſy to me: But (Heaven 
be praiſed) I have been a better Husband 
of my ſelf than to he apprehenſive of 
ſuch a Condition as this. And (in 
Truth) let a Man follow his Buſineſs di- 
ligently, and always keep himſelf thus 
honeſtly and uſefully employ'd; and he 
wili have no leiſure to perceive the En- 
croachments of Old Age. Iwill flide 
along with him by very gentle and inſen- 
ible Degrees, till at laſt he fails (as 
*twere) into Port, before he has had Oc: 
calion to take Notice of his Voyage. 
C5 THR 
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THE third Objeftion in prejudice of 
Old Age was its Repugnancy to the Gra- 
tifications and Pleaſures of Youth. As 
if any Thing wou'd exalt and recom- 
mend it more than this very Conſidera- 
tion, that it reſcues us from the dange- 
rous Sollicitations and Petulances of our 
Appetites. I cannot but impart (upon 
this Occaſion y to two ſuch deſerving 
young Gentlemen, the Dictates of the 
great Archytas of Tarentum, as I had 
them communicated to me when I was 
young my ſelf, and at Tarentum, under 
the Care of Quintus Maximus. "Twas 
the Doctrine of this excellent Perſon, 
that the whole Univerſe had nothing in 
it of ſo venomous and deadly a Nature, 
as the Fruitions of Senſe; that our Fond- 
neſs for them is apt to be paſſionate and 
exorbitant, and to carry all before it. 
That this is the Parent of all Factions 
and Seditions, of all treaſonable Practices 
and Correſpondences: In a Word, of all 
the Difingenuity and Wickedneſs in the 
World; that were it not for this, we 
ſhould never hear of any ſuch I hing 
as Rapes, Adulteries, and a thouſand 
other flagitious Enormities, all reſulting 
from an ungovernable Defire, and a ve- 
hement Purſuit of Pleaſure: That the 
ready Way to diveſt our ſelves of the 
Viz and Benefit of thoſe reaſonable Pow- 
ers, 


ers, which Providence has been pleaſed 
to dignifie our Nature with, is to allow 
our lelves in any of theſe groſs Satisfac- 
tions: That Indulgencies of this Kind 
are abſolutely inconſiſtent with the very 
Notion of Temperance and Regularity; 
and that YVirtue has nothing to depend 
upon when Pleaſure is once in Poſſeſſion. 
The better to ſtrengthen and illuſtrate 
his Aſſertion; the Philoſopher propos'd 
the Idea of a poor Mortal under the im- 
mediate Senſe of ſome very exquiſite 
and rapturous Delight, "Tis certain, 
(fays he) fo long as his Tranſport con- 
tinued, he could not poſſibly make Uſe 
of his Reaſon, or engage in any Ack 
of Reflection and judgment: So that in 
Regard an Exceſs or Extaſie of Pleaſure, 
if it could hold a Man long together, 
were enough to ſmother and put out his 
Underftanding, the Conſequence is clear, 
that Pleaſure is the moſt pernicious and 
deſtructive of all Impreſſions or AﬀeCti- 
ens incident to human Nature. This 
was the Import of what Archytas ſug+ 
geſted to Caius Pontus, the Samnite, (the 
Father of the General that won the Bat- 
tle of Caudium, and put the two Con- 
ſuls Spurius Poſthumius and Titus Fetu- 
rius to the Rout) as Nearchus of Ta- 
rentum (in whoſe Houſe we were enter- 
| tained, and who was known to have been 
| Cs always 
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always a faſt Friend to the Roman Inte- cle? 
reſt) gave us to underſtand upon traditi- und 
onal Authority; and withal that Plato, of : 
when he vifited Tarentum, (as we know ll the 
he did) in the Conſulat of Lucius Ca- ver 
milius, and Publius Claudius, was preſent ll /or/ 
when Archytas delivered this Diſcourſe. cee 
Now the Application is obvious, and giv 
ſhews what a valuable Advantage Old BY Li 
Age brings along with it in this very po 
Reſpet, that ſhould the Principles f ch 
right Reaſon and fulid Wiſdom be ſup- me 
poſed too weak to diſarm the Magick 
of ſenſual Pleaſures; yet it dilengages BY he 
us another Way, and renders the Temp- St 
zation it ſelf inſipid. For that's the Miſ- yo 
chief on't, our Pleaſures are always pon w: 
the Catch, to divert Reaſon from her | of 
Purpoſe, and cog the Dice upon our Un- de 
derſtandings, and will not be reconciled Bl 4. 
to the genuin Simplicity of moral Perfec- Bl »: 
tion. And therefore, (tho' much againſt Bl 1c 
my Will, at leaſt for the Sake of that Wl ci 
gallant Man, his Brother Titus Flamini- a 
4s) I thought it my Duty to rid the li 
Senate of fo ſcandalous a Member as C 
Lucius Flaminius; he was grown ſuch a t 
Prodigie of Lewdneſs, *twere meritorious 1 
to ſtigmatize him. In Gallia, when he was . 
there under no leſs a Character than that b 
of a Conſul, a Courtezan prevail'd upon 1 
him, in the jollity of his Revels, to 5 


clea”es 
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he that had the Happinels to live under 
the ſame Roof with the great Publius De- 
cins, that in his fourth Conſulſhip, (and 
five Years before Curius attain'd that 
Dignity) bravely flung up his Life for 
the Defence of his Country; which Ac- 
tion of his in particular, as well as all 
the Paſſages of his Life beſides, convin- 
ced Fabricius and Coruncanius, who were 
alſo well acquainted with him, that a 
Man has ſomething to depend upon, fim- 
ply excellent and deſirable, and worthy 
the Ambition of the moſt exalted Souls, 
not only exclufively of Pleaſure, but di- 
rectly in Defiance to it. Now therefore, 
whether my Digreſſion about Pleaſure 
has been longer than was neceſſary or not, 
this is very certain, that the Indifferen- 

of Age to Pleaſure is ſo far from 
a diſcrediting Circumſtance, that nothing 
could give us a more agreeable Idea of 
it. If we muſt bid adieu to the Carni- 
val of Life, to the Reliſh of large 
Glaſſes, and the Delicacies of the Board, 
the beſt on't is, we take our leave at 
the ſame Time of Giddineſs, Headach, 
Indigeſtion, Qualms, Fumes, Broken- 
ſleeps, and Diſtracting Dreams. Once 
again; tho' Pleaſure (according to Plato) 
be the Bait which Vice covers her Hook 
with; yet becaule we muſt make ſome 
Allowances for the Power and Activity 
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of its Influence; let me obſerve, that 
Ae it ſelf has a Share in it. And if an 
old Man at an Entertainment cannot 
& fallow as liberally, he may refreſh him- 
ſelf as comfortably as the reſt of the 
Company. There was old Caius Duili- 
ut, Marcus's Son, he that gave the firſt 
Blow to the Pride of Carthage by Sea. 
Many a Time when I was a Youngſter, 
have I ſtood to look upon him as he 
was marching home after Supper, with 
a Wax-taper to light him, and a Violin 
playing before him. That was always 
his Humour, and the great Reputation 
of the Man eafily juſtified the Levity, 
and the Singularity too of the Practice; 
for it wanted a Precedent. To skip o- 
ther Inſtances, and come nearer home; 
I was the firſt that brought in the Cuſ- 
tom of the Ward-dinners, which com- 
menc'd in the Time of my Queſtor ſbip, 
upon Occaſion of our admitting the Ce- 
remonies of Cyhele, I conſtantly made 
one at the Feaſting, but took Care to 
keep within Bounds; for in thoſe Days 
my Blood run brisk in my Veins; but 
Time has been my Friend, and qualify'd 
that Ferment by Degrees. As for the 
Means and the Matter of my Diverſion, 
'twas neither the Victuals nor the Drink 
that furniſh'd them, but the Company 
and the Diſcourſe. And our Progeni- 


tors 
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tors were clearly in the right when they 
afſign'd the Word Conviviam, which im- 
plies Converſation in ſtrictneſs of Etymolo- 
gy, to ſignifie a ſociable ä 50 
were-not the Greeks, who miſtaking the 
pooreſt Part of the Cheer for the prin- 
pal, call it a nerry Bout, or a Meeting o 
Good: fellowſhip. 

I am fure as to my ſelf, all the Plea- 
ſure that I am affected wich, at a Re- 


aut 
paſt in Seaſon, is the Opportunity it a 
gives me of conferring Notes now and and 
then, with ſome or other of thoſe few whe 
Cavaliers remaining, that have ſeen as wit! 
much of the World as my ſelf; but Wa 
much more frequently with thoſe that nev 
have not known it ſo long, as particu- bou 
larly, Gentlemen, your ſelves. My Years wh 
J muſt tell you, have oblig'd me extream- ron 
ly, by diverting the Forwardneſs of my till 
Appetite and the Curioſity of my Palat, at 
from Diet to Diſcourſe. Or however, to per 
give Pleaſure its due, - and diſpenſc in he 
tome Meaſure with an Impulſe which neſ 
is natural in a reaſonable Degree; if lon 
ſo it is that other People are ſmitten nen 
with the Satisfactions of good Eating Th 
and Drinking; I conceive it by no Means of. 
impoſſible that a Man of Four ſcore ſhould $9, 
retain a quick and diſtinguiſhing Taſte - cer 
But I fay as to my own particular, I Po; 


deſire nothing more to regale with, than 
the 
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1 they BY the Decency of the Table-Oeconomy of 
h im- old, preſcrib'd and obſery'd by our Pre- 
* Leceſſors, and the Benefit of thole uſeful 


Inſtructions and improving Diſcoveries, 
which, by long Preſcription, are expect- 
ed and challeng'd from the Senior of the 
Club. In Reference to the Liquor, L 
am for Xenophon's Meaſure (as we have 
it in his Sympoſium) ſizeable Glaſſes, and 
cautiouſly fd. In the Summer-time L 
wou'd have all Things cold about me, 
and in the Winter, bask in the Sun 
when he ſhines, and remedy his Abſence 
with my Fuel. And this has been my 
Way of living in the Country; a Day 
never paſſes but I get my good Neigh- 
bours about me, bid them welcome to 
what the Houſe affords, and ſo we ſet 
round, talking of this Thing and tother, 


| _ till ten, eleven, perhaps twelve a Clock 
alar, at Night. To return, I ſhall be told, 
» to perhaps, that as a Man grows in Years, 
m he loſes all the lively Flavour and Brisk- 
hich neſs of his Pleaſures. No matter, ſo 
if long as he does not miſs it. We can 
ren never be the worſe for not having a 
eng Thing that we don't perceive the Want 


of. An old Dotard was pleas'd to examine 
Socrates, whether he had no private Con- 
cerns, now and then upon Occaſion, with 
other Sex? Bleſs me, what do you mean 


Sir? (fay'd the Philoſopher like himſelf) 
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were in a fine Condition indeed, if I had iſ 
not in all this Time brote the Tyranny of 
that inſolent' unruly Paſſion. Tis true, 
when we ſet our Hearts upon Enjoyments 
of this Nature; a Diſappointment is e- 
nough to break them ; but by that Time 
we have run out our String, and gratify'd 
Nature in all her Expectations; we come 
to learn how much greater the Bleſſing Þ 
is to want, I ſhould fay, not to defire, 
that is indeed, not to want, than to be 
poſſeſs d of them. So that upon the 
Whole, let the Aptneſs and Adequacy 
of Youth for Fruition raile the Value 
of it as high as you pleaſe, ſtill tis to 
be conſider'd, Firſt, that thoſe Delights, 
as was hinted before, have little in them 
at the beſt; Secondly, that if Age is un- 
qualified to meddle with them, tis as 
little diſpos'd to it. The Difference is | 
much the ſame, as between the firſt } 
and the laſt Seat in the Pit. He that 
ſits foremoſt, ſees beſt, and is moſt affect- 
ed with the Gaiety of the Amuſement; | 
and yet he that's plac'd behind, is very 
well pleaſed. So 'tis with Youth and IB 
e; the former has the livelieſt Senſe IE 
of Pleaſure ; becauſe tis within the Verge 8 
of it; and at the ſame Time the lat- 
ter partakes to its own Content, tho 
more diſadyantagiouſly and remotely. In 
ſhort, what can we deſire more _ a 
air 


T fair and full Diſcharge from the Ser- 
vice of our own Appetites and Frenzies, 
our Luſts, Animoſities, Ambition, Ec. 
and to have our Souls and Senſes, as 


there's a Foundation of Learning withal, 
and Leiſure and Opportunity to work 
upon ic, O! how deliciouſly does an old 
Man enjoy himſelf! Caius Gallus, (he 
Vas an intimate Crony, Scipio, of your 
IJ Father's) in a good Old Age, as he 
Las fitting in his Study, with his Head 
and his Hands full of his Aflronomy, 
Wo went away as peaceably as an Infant; 
nud as it happen'd, while I was in the 
= Room with him. That was a wonder- 
ful Man. If a new Problem came in 
his Head at Night, infallibly he labour- 
ed at it till Day-break; or if he ftart- 
ed it in the Morning, he never left it 
till Bed-time. But he took a Pride and 
Satis faction in nothing ſo much as his 
Knowledge of Eclipſes. And tis the 
fame Thing till if a Man's Genius car- 
ries him to lighter Studies and Exer- 
ciſes of Wit. Nevius the Poet, how 
$ happily he paſs'd the Time, while he 
= was compoſing his Performance about the 
= Punick War! And ſo Plautus, when his 
Fuculentus and Pſeudolus were upon the 
Stocks. And old Livy was as fortunate 
as either of them. I remember him 
well; 
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Wwe fry, to our ſelves? And then if 
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well ; he was living when I was a young Wl cerca 
Fellow, and had writ for the Stage ſeven a 

Years before I came into the World, 


under the Conſulſhip of Cerbegus and Tu- . 
ditauus. Publius Licinius Craſſus took belon 
as great Delight in the pont ical and ci- 0 pelov 
dil Law; and our new Pontifex Maxi- co be 
mis, Publius Scipio, is as full of that Bil fr o 
fort of Knowledge. I was acquainted noug 
my ſelf with the Perſons I have men- * 
tion d; very old Men they were, and I Sher 
very hard Students. But Marcus Cetbe- * 
gus muſt by no Means be forgotten, that ¶ well 
Marrow of Eloquence, as Ennius very rel 
tuckily calls him. Many a Time have my 
I ſeen him, toward the Concluſion of his Wl Pain 


Life, exerting his oratorical Talent with 
all the Earneſtneſs imaginable. Now 
what Compariſon is there between ſuch 
ſignificant Recreations as theſe, and the 
Beau's Paradiſe, the Taverns, the Stage, 
and the Masks? Then there's this far- 
ther Comfort for a Studious Veteran, his 
Learning and his Knowledge of Things | 
advance upon him as naturally as his 
Age: Upon which Advantage Solon, 


('tis what I hinted before) has ſome- . 
where congratulated himſelf ſo handſome - * 
ly in Metre; tio 

As duly as my Sinking Hours conſume, * 


Each Minute leaves Improvements in its 
Room. The 


E, 
young 
2 ſeven 
Norld, 
ad Tu- 

took 
nd ci. 
Maxi- 
that 
ainted 
men- 
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Cethe- 
, that 
very 
have 
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The moſt rational and ſolid Conſolation 
certainly that could befall him. 

NEx x let us turn our Ihoughts to- 
wards the Country, and the Scene of 
thote agreeable Cares and Concerns which 
belong to it. Lheſe I muſt own are my 
beloved Employments, as well they deſerve 
to be: For when we are grown too old 
for other Things, we may ſtill be fit e- 
nough to manage theſe Matters; beſides 
that they ſeem to be Part of a Philoſo- 
pher's Buſineſs, or at leaſt have an Allu- 
ſion to it: The Art of Cultivation, as 
well as the Ground it ſelf, being entirely 
reſign d, and obedient to all the Purpo- 
les of Regulation, and recompenſing the 
Pains beſtowed upon it with a plentiful 
Return of Profit; very often with larg- 
er /xtereſ# than could have been expected. 
And in good Truth, I have never fo 
much valued the Crops or the Stores my 
Land aifords me, as the Matter which 
the Nature and Qualities @f it admini- 
ſter for Speculation. Firſt of all the 
Plough breaks and prepares the Soil for 
the Reception of the Grain; and then 
tis ſcattered upon it, and with the 
Help of the Harrow cover'd in it, occæ- 
catum, whence we have the Word Occa- 
tio for Harrowing : Then after ſome 
Time the Fotion and Inſinuation of the 
Juices and Spirits that ſurround * — 
ten 
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ſtend and unlock the Parts, whereupon it 
ſhoots out a tender Stamen; and as faſt 
as the Fibres ripen and combine under- 
neath, it gets Head by little and little, 
till it runs up into a Salk, fortified with 
Knots and Articulations, and at the Top 
unſheaths, as it were, its infant Burthen, 
which appears diſtributed, one Grain a- 
bove another, in regular Files, with a 
rugged Fence of tall Briſtles, diſcourag- 
ing the little Birds from making Depre- 
dations. Again; the Vineyard is another 


Sphere of Buſineſs, and what with the 


Planting, the Dreſſing, and the Matura- 
tion yields likewiſe a very engaging Va- 
riety. Forgive me if I am a little too 
long and laviſh upon this favourite Sub- 
jet. Iam willing to leave you thorough- 
iy perſuaded, Gentlemen, how much to 
his Heart's Content the Old Man be- 
ſtows his Time in the Country. Twere 
endleſs to reckon up all the remarkable 
Productions of the Field, and the Gar- 
den; the bulky Stocks and branching 
Boughs that take their Original from a 
Kernel; as particularly a Fig-Tree; as a 
Vine does from a Grape-ſtone, and fo of 
the reſt. And then with what a 
ſant Aſtoniſhment are we ſeiz'd, when 
we contemplate the Plants and Quickſets, 
and the Progreſs of the little Cions and 
Shoots. The Vine has not Strength to 
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pon it 


ſupport it ſelf, but immediately ſinks to 
is faſt BY che Ground as ſoon as ever it miſſes or 
under- 8 loſes its Hold; and accordingly to ſecure 
little, it, the Tendrels catch in a Manner, and 


with claſp whatſoever comes in their Way; 


e Top and becauſe tis forward to ſpend and 
then, BY ſpread it ſelf too Tuxuriantly, the Gardi- 
an a- ner has his Rule to correct its Wanton- 
1th a BY nes by Amputation, and check its Gene- 
2urag- BY roſity. Afterwards as the Spring comes 
Jepre- = forward, the Gems or Buds begin to riſe 


and knit upon the Joints of the Branches 
that have been trimmed; and theſe lit- 
acura- BY tle contemptible Excreſcencies give Birth 

to the Fruit it ſelf, which from the 
too BY Juices of the Soil below, and the Influ- 

ences of the Sun above, receives a gra- 
dual Encreaſe of Maturation, till it loſes 
its Acidity, which is very exquiſite at 
| firſt, and acquires a Flavour and Reliſh, 
were and withal a Complexion and Beauty 
that's inimitable ; the Branches and Leaves 
as the Grapes ripen, which they do but 


hing ſlowly, extending and diſplaying them- 
m a ſelves, to ſhelter and skreen them from 
4 : Violence of Heat. Do not miſtake me, 
Oo © 


I ſay once again, as if the Lucre of the 
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plea- Vintage were at the Bottom of all this. 
hen No: Tis the Philoſophy and the Pro- 
ſets, ceſs of the Management, that's the Plea- 
and ſure; as particularly the Contrivance of 
h to lodging a Vine, of guiding and diſtribut- 
ſup- | mg 
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ing the Shoots upon the Props, of the 
Pruning and Shaving I ſpoke of before, 
and the leading and planting of Layers. 
In the next Place, were there Occaſion, 
I might adjourn to the Meadows and the 
Fields, and the Methods of breaking up 
the Glebe; Overflowing, Manuring and 
Enriching it; particularly I might en- 
large upon the right Methods of good 
Husbandry as to the Dunging and Marl- 
ing; but that I have conſider' d the Ar- 
gument elſewhere, in my Book Of the 
Concerns of the Country. By the Way, 
tis pretty ſtrange that Heſiod, fo very 
well too as he underſtood the Buſineſs, 
when he was compoſing his Work about 
Agriculture, ſhould keep his Thoughts to 
himſelf upon this Article. So does not 
Homer; who, by all I can find, liv'd ſe- 
veral Ages before him, and repreſents 
Laertes in his Grounds, very buſy about 
drefling and dunging them, to divert a 
little that Anxiety of Thought, which 
dejected him in the Abſence of his Son. 
Add to all the Felicities of the Vine- 
yards, the Corn-fields, the Paſtures and 
the Woods, the Plcalures which the 
Gardens and Orchards, the Herds and 
the F locks, the Hives and the Flowers 
conſpire to oblige us with; over and a- 
bove Experimen:s of Sowing and Setting, 
and which muſt be acknowledged, __ 
 Gardi- 


— 
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Gardiner's and the Farmer's Maſter- 
piece of Graffing and Inoculating. 

I might inſiſt upon a thouſand other 
Entertainments and Recreations that at- 
tend a Country Life, had I not realon 
to fear I have exceeded Bounds already. 

However, I throw my ſelf upon your 

good Nature, Gentlemen. Conſider, I 
was talking of 1 own Occupation; and 

beſides, tis confels'd, Old Age has its 

Failings and Imperfections too, and a- 
mong others this for one; that tis 
fond of Excurſion and Prolixity. To re- 

turn; It was the Country that Manlius 

Curius choſe to take up his Reſt in, 

npon the winding up of his Life, after 
his three Triumphs, over the Samnites, 
the Sabines, and Pyrrbus. The Seat of 
his Retirement lies at a ſmall Diſtance 
from mine; and I never turn my Eyes 
towards it, but I recolle& with Wonder 
and Reverence the Modeſty and Plain- 
neſs of the Man that dwelt there, and 
the orderly way of Living in thoſe Days. 
At that very Time, when the Samnites 
came to him, and brought their golden 
Mountains to tempt him, he was roof 
ted in his Chimney-Corner; and thence 
utter d that oracular Rebuke ; Alas / 
Von are miſftaken.. (ſays he) Tig no matter 
r the Money, ſo long as I know I can 
be Maſter of the moneyd Men. Any 
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Mortal with ſuch a Soul in him, let him 
be as Old as you'll imagine, tis im- 
poſſible but he muſt be perfectly hap- 
py. But not to forget our Country- 
Friends; (for that would be indeed to 
forget my ſelf) all the Senators, that is 
to ſay, all the Grandee Seniors were ori- 
ginally honeſt Country-dealers. Lucius 
Quinctius Cincinnatus, the fame that when 
he was Dictator, iſſued out his Order 
General of 
the Horſe, for the apprehending and 
diſpatching Spurius Melius, that would 
have made himſelf Monarch of Rome ; 
this honourable Ruſtick was at the Tail 
of the Plough when he receiv'd the News 
of his Promotion. So for Curius, and 
the reſt of them, the Villages gave them 
to the Senate-Houſe: And upon that 
account the Meſſengers that were diſ- 
miſs d to ſummon them up, had the 
Name of Viatores, or Purſuivants. Now, 
could any Teaſings of Old Age, think 
you, diſquiet theſe Patriots who kept 
their Eftates in their own Hands, and 
were perpetually intent upon the Pleaſure 
of looking after them? Seriouſly, if I 
underſtand any thing, fuch a fort of 


Life as this muſt be the happieſt in 


the World: As the Buſineſs of it is of 
a moſt univerſal and beneficial Conſe- 
quence to the Health and * 
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Mankind. And that's, not all neither: 
For beſide the Satisfattions abovemen- 
tion'd, the certain Iſſue of it is Afflu- 
ence and Opulency, and all Accomoda- 
tions, which either the Occafions of 
Men, or the Honour of the Deities re- 
quire. And becauſe with ſome People 


s Pleaſure is the Word, and there's nothing 


to be done without Pleaſure; we'll ſhake 
Hands with them upon the Premiſſes; 
as far as an honeſt diligent Landlord or 
Tenant's Proviſion will go ; his Cellars, 
his Pantry, and his Dairy, his Pork, 
Mutton, Lamb, Kid, Poultry, Milk, 
Cheeſe, Honey, together with the Growth 
of the Garden, or the Green Gammons, 
according to the Language about one 
in the Country. Then ever and anon 
you have the Diverſions over and above 
of Hawking and Hunting, which im- 
prove the Taſte of the Game, as well as 
the Appetite of the Sports-Men. The 
Verdure of the Meadows too; the Fi- 
gure and Deſign of the Plantations, and 
the beautiful Appearances from the V ine- 
yards and Ohve-grounds. In a 
Word; an Old Man that beholds his 
Acres with all their Encreaſe upon them, 
cannot with for a richer Property, or a 
nobler Proſpect. And fo little does his 
Age indiſpoſe him for reliſhing theſe 
Bleſſings, that - puts him under a ſort 
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of Neeeſſity to depend upon them. As for 

nce, where can he promiſe his Con- 
ſtitution ſuch comfortable Sunſhine, ſuch 
Plenty of Fewel ; or on t'other hand, 
ſuch cool Receſſes, and ſuch refreſhing 
Fountains as in his Country Quarters ? 
There, while the brisk young Fellows 
are ſtanding to their Arms, and hand- 
ling their Weapons; Vaulting, Galloping, 
darting the Spear, playing the Whirl-bar, 
Swimming, Courſing, Racing; we old 
Folks have our little Vacations for a 
Game at Tables or Chefs, that is to ſay, 
when we are in the Humour ; for you 
muſt underſtand we are far from flaking 
our Happineſs upon the Board. Xeno- 
phon is a very valuable and uſeful Au- 
thor, and I cannot chooſe but encourage 
the Fondneſs your ſelves have conceived 
for him. He has largely laid himſelf 
out upon the Subject of Agriculture in 
his Oeconomicus, where his Buſineſs is to 
treat of Hushbandry and Houſe-keeping ; 
and for the Credit eſpecially of the for- 
mer, he ſhews you *tis a Province that 
a Monarch may be proud of, in a Dia- 
logue between Socrates and Critobulus, 
where Socrates tells the latter a Story of 
the younger Cyrus King of Perfia, a 
Man of as great a Compaſs of Soul as 
Empire. It happen'd that Lyſander the 
Lacedemonian, an mary Perion 


I | too 
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too, came to viſit him at Sardis, being” 


depated to carry to him the Preſents and 
Acknowledgments of his Allies. Upon 
this Occaſion, Cyrus, you may be ſure, 
would never omit any Argumenc of 
Civility or Artifice of Entertainment. 
Among other things, he commended to 
his View an Extent of Ground; laid 
out and planted to imaginable Advan- 
tage. Ly/ander having contemplated the 
noble Heighth of the Trees, the Vite, 
they made by their Order and Situation, 
the good Condition of the Soil that lay 
round them, and ſnuff d up a Tafte of 
the Perfumes exhaPd from the Bloſſoms 
and the Flowers, he was almoſt in an 
Extaſy. Well Sir, faid he, Let who's 
will have been your Majeſty's Deſigner, 
he was an Artiſts of an admirable Ge- 
nius, and had follow'd his Buſineſs cloſe, 
1 dare ſay for bim. I aſſure you, the 
Contrivance was all mine, ſaid Cyrus; 
1 aſſiend the very Spot where every Tree 
ſhould be plac d, and planted the beſt Part 
of them myſelf. At this Lyſander, fixing 
his Eyes upon Cyrus's Robes, which were 
very dazling and coſtly; as the Kings 
of Perſia never appear, but with Gold 
and Jewels upon them from Head to 
Foot ; Then indeed tis no Wonder, ſaid 
he, ſuch @ blefſed Concurrence of good 
Qualities and goad Fortune, ſhould eſtabliſh 
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the Happineſs of Cyrus into a Provers. 
And yet, after all, every Aged Man's 
Happinels lies as obvious and open to 
him as Cyrus's. He may find out a thou- 
land Adventures and Projects that ſhall 
keep him employ'd to the Day of his 
Death, and few to better Purpoſe than 
the Direction and Manage of Country 
Affairs. Marcus Falerius Corvinus, who, 
if I am not mifinform'd, liv'd a Century 
to an End, had devoted himſelf a long 
Time before he dy'd to this very Courſe 
of Life. From the Year of his firſt 
Conſulſhip, to that of his Sixth, we rec- 
kon forty ſix Years compleat. So that 
the Series and Succeſſion of his Honours 
and Preferments made out a Period of 
Time, equal, at leaſt, to the Length of 
that which lies on the right Side of 
Old Age. And then he was a great 
deal happier too, at'the farther End of 
his Life than in his very Meridian, as 
ne ſuſtain'd leſs Labour and Trouble, 

and, which are the grand Perquiſites of 
Age, more of Character and Authority. 
Old Lucius Cæcilius Metellus had his 
Share of theſe too, and ſo had Atilius 
Calatinus ; Witneſs what his Monument 
lays in his Commendation : ' Uno ore plu- 
rime conſentiunt gentes, &c.—— To whoſe 
Memory not a feu whole Nations dedicate 


this Teſtimony, that he was inferior no way 
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to the very beſt of his Fellow-Citizens. I 
preſume you cannot be unacquainted with. 
ſo famous an Inſcription. And without 
Diſpute, he that could have ſo many 
Vouchers, might influence and govern them 
as he pleas'd. Publius Craſſus,” and after- 
wards Marcus Lepidus, what a general 
Submiſſion and Reverence did they com- 
mand, ſince I remember, eſpecially as 
they ſtood inveſted with the Dignity of 
the Pontificat * Paullus, Africanus, and 
Maximus, that we ſpoke of before, how 
did they carry all Things before them? 
"I'was no matter for ſpeaking their 
Minds at length : A Motion or a Look 
irom any one of them had the Force 
of a Law. Thus it is, Old Age chal- 
lenges its Tribute of Deference and 
Reſignation ; and that ſo much the more 
abſolutely when tis further entitl'd to 
them by Power and Precedence. Now 
the Advantage of this Diſtance, let me 
tell you, is more than equivalent to the 
Pageantry of Youth. 

ALL this while carry it along with 
you, that as zealouſly as I preſs my 
Apology for Old Age, I defire it may 
be limited only to ſuch Inſtances, where 
the Parties have been ſo wiſe as to 
make the beſt Uſe of all that Time that 
has paſs'd through their Hands before. 
For elſe "tis very ſure, (and . 
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aſſerted it elſewhere, all that heard me 
molt readily ſubſcrib d to't) that i im- 
P2/ſeble an Old Man's Age ſhould fit eaſy 
rpon him, if he flands in need of Excuſes 
at ihat time of Day. Venerableneſs and 
Authority are the Iate Harveſt of a 
well-ipent Life; not any ſure and ne- 
ceſſary Concomitants of Baldneſs and 
VWrmkles. No nor even the ceremonious 
and occaſional Intimations of Reſpect, 
which have yet their Import and Sig- 
niticancy; as the Forms of Salutation 
and Congratul tion, the being ambitious 
of a Man's Company and Converſe, gi- 
ving him the Way and the Wall, ſtand- 
ing up at his coming up to you, at- 
tending and conducting him in his Walks 
and Viſits, ſolliciting his Advice and AC 
ſiſtance upon Emergencies, and handſome 
Expreſſions of Civility and Regard, 
which the more any Community has 
been civiliz'd and poliſh'd, the more care- 
ful they are to encourage and practice, 
as indeed our Country-men are eminent- 
ly accompliſh'd in this particular. Twas 
an Obſervation of Ly/ander the Lacede- 
monian, the Perſon we were ſpeaking of 
ſo lately, that there was no Place in 
the World where Old Age had fairer 
Quarter; that is to ſay, where it was 
more indulgently conſider d, and more 
honourably conſulted for, than at Lacedæ- 

mon. 
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cedæmonians frankly told them, 
die upon Earth underſtood the Rules and 
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mon. And there goes a Story of an 
antiquated Athenian, that coming into 
that Part of the Theatre, where his 
Countrymen were ſeated, he could get 
no room among them, from the firſt 
Seat to the laſt, tho' they had taken up 
not a little for themſelves. Upon, this 


be mov'd up towards the Seats that 


were ſet apart for the State and Con- 
venience of the Lacedemonian Commiſſio- 
ners; who preſently got upon their Legs 
one and all, and defir'd the Favour of 
him to accept of a Place with them; 
which he had no ſooner done, but the 


whole Body of the Spectators clapp'd 
ſo loudly they made the Theatre ſhake 


again; and afterwards one of the La- 
No Peo- 


Daties of Decency better than the Athe- 
nians and pratftis'd them leſs. Among the 
many excellent Orders and Uſages of 


the Augurial College, of which I have 


the Honour to be a Member; tis a 


remarkable one which relates to the Sub- 


- before us, that every Man has 


Place, and Opportunity of ſpeaking, . 


according to his Age; and the Senior 


tops his Junior, whatever the Diſpro- 
portion is between them as to Privile- - 


ges, Titles, and Power. Now will any 
Body be 0 hardy as to ſet the Plea- 
J tures 
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ſares of Senſe againſt the Comforts and 
Advantages of an eſtabliſh'd Authority? 
I mean, upon ſuppoſition we take due 
Care to accommodate them rightly, ſo 
as in the Concluſion we may anſwer it 
to our ſelves that we have gone thro' 
cleaverly with our Part in the general 
Comedy, and not loft our ſelves, like 
a raw Actor that has forgot and loſt 
himſelf in the Parting Scene. Be it fo; 
yet aged People are ſtrangely Sour, Solli- 
citous, Paſſionate, Peeviſn; and *tis odds 
but their Conſtitution's over-run with 
Avarice too. Poilibly: But then take 
Notice theſe Imperfections are owing, 
not to the Number of our Years, but 
to the Error of our Conduct. Nay and 
much may be ſaid, perhaps, plauſibly 
enough too, in excuſe tor all that Sour- 
neſs, Sollicitude, and ſo forth. As when, 
ſuppoſe, a Suſpicion reaches em, that 
they're neglected, banter'd, or inſulted. 
For when the Fibres of a Man's Me- 
chaniſm relax and flag, every little Im- 
reſſion diſcompoſes him more or leſs. 
Relief, and Remedys are at Hand how- 
ever; Sobriety, Seriouſneſs, and Employ- 
ment. And tis matter of Fact that 
this is the very State of the Caſe, as 
well all the World over, as upon the 
Stage, with reference to the two Bro- 
thers in Terences Adelphi; the one $ 
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reſtiff fort of a Diſciplinarian, and tother - 


2 very honeſt good-humour'd Gentleman. 
The Difference is the ſame in Men, as 
in Wines: There are ſome ſo well Bo- 
dy'd and Generous that Age cannot turn 


| them. Not but I'd have in every Old 


Man's Deportment Greatneſs and Gra- 


E vity. Only, as well in this as in every 


other Practice, let him take care he 
does not over-att his Part, and let 


his Blood curdle. Next, as to his grow- 


ing Covetous, tis to me abſolutely unin- 


telligible. What! the nearer we come 
to the End of our 
ve ſhould be ſo much the more con- 
cern'd about Proviſion upon the Road! 


Journey, is it poſſible 


To come now to the fourth and the 


moſt formidable ot thoſe Evils which are 


ſupp2s'd to render Old Age an unconſo- 


lable and deſperate Condition; and that 


is, [t's bordering upon Death, as it muſt 
be confeſs'd, it does. In earneſt that 


Man is much to be pityd that has 


liv'd, perhaps, as long as could be ex- 
peed, and is at laſt to learn how 
little Reaſon he can have to be afraid 
of Dying! for either Death puts the 
Soul out of being, and there's an end 
of the matter; or elſe it tranſlates it 
to a State of indefeafible Security, and 
then we cannot wiſh for a * 


Change: For there can be no ſuch 
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Thing as a Medium between both. And 
mall the Preconception and Proſpect ei- 
ther of Bleſſedneſs in Reverſion, or In- 
ſenſibility at the worſt, make me Me- 
lancholy ? Over and above that in the 
very Vigour of his Age, no Man living 
can pretend to aſſure himſelf he ſhall 
not be a Corps before Sun-ſet. Nay, 
and really upon the matter, the younger 
lort of People are more ſubject to Ca- 
ſualties and Miſcarriages than the Old 
ones. They are ſooner ſurpriz'd by a 
Diſtemper ; they ſuffer more and lie 
by it longer; and tis but here and there 
one that has the Fortune to make out 
the Tour of Life compleatly. And that's 
one Reaſon why good Management, Diſ- 
cretion, and Counſel are ſuch Rarities in 
the World. The beſt Pretences to Un- 
derſtanding, Foreſight, and Policy, are 
built upon Age and Experience; inſo- 
much that had not ſome People liv'd to 
ſee a great deal more than others, Man- 
kind would ſcarce have known ſach a 
Thing as a Civil Eftabliſhment or a Bo- 
dy Politick among them at this Day. 
For the preſent to reſume our Topick, 
what a miſchievous Thing it is to be 
drawins ſo near our End; can Youth 
itfelf at any Time give us Security of 
our being farcher off on't; and why then 
is Age mention'd alone in the Indict- 

| ment? 
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ment? Whereas our Fate is impartial, 
and obſerves none of. our Epochas, no 
Diſtinctions of Minority and Seniority 
as I have found to my Sorrow, in the 
Loſs of my own dear Son, the beſt of 
Children; and agen, Scipio, in the Diſ- 
appointment which befel the Publick 
(that had promis'd itſelf ſuch great 
Things upon their Capacity of ſupport- 
ing and adorning it) by the Death of 
your Brothers. However you'll ſay, the 
Juniors have more than an even Chance 
to ground their Expectations of long 
Life upon, and an Old Man can have 
none at all. And what muſt be the 
Tendency of ſuch ridiculous Expettations 
and ſuch a flattering Confidence, of 
ſetting up our Reſt upon the Certainty 
of Uncertainties and Reality of a De- 
luſion? Nell, but yet a Man that has 
liv'd a long while already ſtands aſſur d, 
that "tis utterly impoſſible he ſhould. live 
much longer. That's true; and here a- 
gen the Old Man has the better of the 
young one: The latter pleaſes himſelf 
only with his viſionary Hopes, and the 


View (or rather the With) of multiply- 


ing Days upon Days; t'other has had 
that Defire fairly anſwer'd and actually 
made a good Riddance of a plentiful 
Portion; Tho', Good Heavens! what a 
mort Period is Long Life at the moſt! 
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62 TULLY of Orp Act: 
if every Man could hold out as gallant- 
ly too as his Tarteſian Majeſty. Ar- 
ganthonius was his Name; his Reſidence 
was in Cales He reign'd (fays my 
Author) Fourſcore Years, and liv'd Six- 
ſcore. To ſpeak my own Mind, I do 
not underſtand how we come to lay 
ſuch a Streſs upon the Duration of any 
Thing that's bound to a Period; becaule, 
when-ever tis come to an Exit; the 
Stock that's flown off and conſum'd, is 
all loſt, and there's no Reſerve or De- 
duction left behind, other than the good 
Conſequences and Conſcience of having 
acquitted our ſelves honourably in all 
the Duties of Life. The Hours eat 
up the Days, the Days the Months, 
the Months the Years; and *tis equally 
out of our Power to retrieve one Minute 
of the many that are eſcap'd, as to in- 
form our ſelves how many more we 
have to come. The Rule is a ſure one 
ſtill, and whatever the Length of it is, 
every Man ought to be thankful for 
his Quantum. is not for a ſingle Ac- 
tor to be ambitious of repreſenting all 
the Parts in the Play; let it ſuffice, 
whether his Entrances are frequent or 
few, if he can hit-off the Character he's 
concern'd for with Credit: And then, 
if he rightly underſtands himſelf, he'll 
hardly wiſh his own Intereſt in the Ac- 
| £2012 
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tion continued to the letting down of 
the Curtain. He that's diſpos'd to pur- 
ſue the beſt Courſes, a ſmall Portion 
of Time will fatisfie his Purpoſe; or if 
it runs to a Glut with him, he's as 

inexcuſable, ſhould he mutiny, as a Far- 
mer, if he quarrell'd April and May for 
being ſo ſoon gone, or Summer and Au- 
tumn for coming after them: As indeed 
che Fore-part of Life, like the Spring, is 
properly a Seaſon of Pregnancy; the 
Time of Gathering in the Fruits and 
the Time of uſing them, theſe come on 
later, and bring the Year round. Now 
the Satisfaction of Age lies in an actual 
Fruition of, and an agreeable Retroſpec- 
tion upon, a Harmony of thoſe Circum- 
ſtances which are not commodious and 
ſuitable to Life, that is to fay, ſuch 
a Poſture and Complexion of Affairs 
as beſt anſwers the Meaſures and Ends 
of Nature. And can any Thing be 
more natural than for a Man to die 
in his Old Age? a Turn which be- 
falls many a one in the very Triumphs 
of Youth and Strength, and even in 
Deſpight and Oppoſition to Nature. 
For when a Man's cut off fo early, 
'tis much the ſame Caſe as when a 
Bucket of Water is thrown upon the 
Blaze of a Faggot : But an Old Man's 
Trunk waſtes kindly, takes its own Time, 
n eee ee nn and 
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and glimmers off into Aſhes. So agen, 
'tis harſh and violent to pluck an Ap- 
ple from the Tree before tis ripe; let 
it hang till the Sun has fully compleat- 
ed its Maturation, and then *twill ſoon 
fall of its own Accord: And that's 
the very Difference between an Old 
Man and a Young one. The laſt is 
taken by Storm; the other calmly ſur- 
renders in due Time. And theſe Re- 
flexions elevate me to ſuch a Degree, 
that as I advance nearer and nearer«to 
the finiſhing Criſis, I look upon my 
ſelf as making to Shore, and upon the 
Point of fliding into Harbour after a 
tedious Voyage. In the Diviſion of 
Life all the precedent Parts are limit- 
ed to a certain Number of Years. But 
the Extent of Old Age is indefinite; 
and no matter how long it hangs up- 
on us, while we're in a Way of doing 
our Duty and can . ſtand to our Arms, 
afſert our Honour, and put a Neglett 
upon the Terrors of Death. And thus 
Age has frequently outgone all the 
Briskneſs of Youth in Mettle and Mag- 
nanimity. Thus, when the Tyrant Pi- 
ſiſtratus commanded Solon to tell him, 
bat it was that could animate him to 
ſuch a Height of Inſolence and Defiance? 
Solon told him "twas his Age. How 


fortunate is the Man that retains all 
8 the 
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the Powers of his Soul and the Uſe 
of his Senſes unimpair'd till Nature's 
full Time is up, and ſhe comes to take 
her own Work to Pieces in her own 
Way. For ſhe beſt underſtands the 
right Method and Time, for reſolving 
her Compoſitions into their original Prin- 
ciples; as the Carpenters that had the 
# Building of a Houſe or a Ship, are 
the fitteſt to be employ'd upon pulling 
donn and taking to Pieces. When the 
Parts of a Machine have been, à little 
le ſore, well jointed and cemented, they 
will not be ſeparated without ſome Dif- 
C ficulty 3 but when tis decayed and ſhat- 
ter'd by Time and Uſe, *twill coft ve- 
ry little Trouble to make it fall afun- 
der. Hence reſults the Reaſon of that 
Axiom in Morality, that it is every 
Old Man's Duty, as on one hand 
not over-fondly to reckon upon Re- 
prieves, ſo on t'other hand not to an- 
ticipate the Execution. And therefore 
Pythagoras will by no means allow any 
Jof us the Liberty of leaving his Poſt, 
or breaking his Rank, till the Gene- 
raPs Orders diſpenſe with him; in other 
Words, till it pleaſes God's good Pro- 
vidence to call him off his Ground. To 
proceed: Twas Solon's Ambition and a 
celebrated Wiſh of his, That whenever 
be dy'd, his Friends would take it to 
Heart, 
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Heart, and put an a Pomp of Sorrow 
for him; I conceive all his Meaning 
was, that be would have himſelf ver) 
tenderly belou'd, and cordially valued by 
them. If not, I declare for Ennius a- 
gainſt him, 


Nemo me lacrymis, &c. 


Kind Heaven Whene're it comes to be 
my Turn, 
Avert wry Funeral Faces from my Urn. 


*Tis very unaccountable, (thought he) 
that People ſhould make ſuch a Rout 
about dying, when tis the ready Road 
to a State of Immortality. As for 
Agonies and Convulſions in the Article 
of expiring, they are over in a trice, 
and with an Old Man ſooneſt. And 
then comes on either a final Ceffation 
of all Perceptions, or elſe the moſt 
refin'd or improv'd ones. And this is a 
Conſideration, which the earlier we be- 
gin to preſs Home upon our ſelves, the 
more effectually we ſhall find it conduce 
to the vanquiſhing all our Fears and 
Apprehenſions of Death: And ſeriouſly 
till that Point is gain'd, a Man's Lite 
muſt be very uncomſortable to him. Die 
we muſt ſome time or other, that we 
are very ſure of, and for any Thing 

we 
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we know, before to morrow Morning. 
Conſequently we can never bear up 
briskly, and ſet a good Face upon't, 
ſo long as we are Hag-ridden with the 
Horror of a Change which may poſli- 
bly overtake us the very next Moment. 
For a ready Confirmation and Evidence 
of what I obſerve; let it be remem- 
ber'd only (and in my Hiſtory of the 
Original of the Roman Power I have 
taken Care, as much as I could, that 
it may never be forgotten) how often 
our own Legions have thrown them- 
ſelves with an incredible Tranſport and 
Ardour upon ſuch hot and deſperate 
Services, that they could not ſuppole a 
| fingle Man of them ſhould come off 
again alive: Not to look up fo high, 
as our Heros of the firſt Order; Lucius 
Brutus that dropt in the Proſecution of 
his Country's Deliverance z the Decii 
that gallop'd full ſpeed to a Death which 
they might have avoided; Marcus At- 
tilius, that rather than he would not 
be true to Articles, re-committed him- 
ſelf to the Malice and Indignation of 
the Enemy; the two Scipios, that planted 
themſelves as a Breaſt-Work, againſt the 
Impreſſions of the whole Carthaginian Ar- 
my, either to make an effectual Stand, or be 
cut in Pieces, in the Cauſe of the Common- 
wealth; Lucius Paullus your Grandfather, 
Scipio, 
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Scipio, that loſt his Life ſo very honoura- form. 
bly and gloriouſly at the Battle of — 
Cannæ; having intended and reſolv d that — 
his Fall ſhould expiate the Infamy of ar 

that Defeat, and the Miſconduct of his ſtale 
Brother Conſul; Marcus Marcellus, the — 
noble Circumſtances of whoſe Death ſome 
had ſuch an Effect upon the ſavage a” 
Carthaginians themſelves, that they took q 
Care he ſhould be handſomely interr'd. T h 
*£is inſufferable that Old Age, Learnin?, 10 
and Philoſophy, in Conjunttion, ſhould Wt cf 


not have a ſufficient Influence to diſ- T3 t 
arm thoſe Fears which cannot make * 


their Way into the Heart or the Head 
of many a young Fellow, that has ne- 
ver taſted of any Thing, like a libe- 
ral, or indeed any Education. Beſides, 
as far as I can find by my ſelf, a Man 
may be cloy'd and ſurfeited with one 
Thing after another in this World; 
till it comes to that paſs with him that 


When we have out grown our Nonage, 
we have quite done with all the won- 
derfull Interefts and Concerns that buſied 
us in our Child-hood. When we are 
come up to a Maturity of Judgment 
and the Noon of Life, we give over 
the Projects and Purſuits of our young- 
er Years. And ftill as Age gets Ground 
upon us, we ſhift the Scene, forſake 2 
Or- 
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former Choice, and enter upon the laſt 
Revolution and Poſture of Life and 
Buſineſs. And this, in good Time, as 
well as what went before, will grow 
{ſtale and unſavoury too; till upon the 
matter, Living becomes perfectly ful- 
ſome, and we grow impatient to receive 
our Diſcharge. 

AND this is not all neither; For I 
muſt be ſo free with my Friends, (and 
I hope no Offence) as to diſcover the 
ſecret and ſerious Perſuaſion of my Soul 
to them, with regard to the State of the 
Dead: And the nearer I approach to- 
wards making the Experiment, the clear- 
er Proofs and Aſſurances J receive in 


the Theory. Let me tell you, it could 


never yet enter into my Head, that 


any two ſuch illuſtrious and ſhining Or- 
naments of human Nature, as were my 


very intimate Friends, the Fathers of 
Scipio, and Lælius, have loſt their Being. 
Undoubtedly they muſt be Gainers by 
the Retreat, and made ſenſible that they 


never underſtood before what it is pro- 


perly and indeed 0 live. At preſent 
we are all cloſe Prifoners, immur'd with 
Fleſh and Bones, and ty'd to the Toil 
and Tendence of a miſerable but indif- 

fable Servitude ; the Soul being of a 
Divine or Celeſtial Nature, depos d from 
its upper and original Sphere of Ac*- 

vity, 
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vity, or (to ſpeak more properly) plun- ¶ com 
ged into a Tenement of Dirt, a Situa- 
tion, and Reſidence diſagreeable enough ¶ mate 
to a Being of an Immortal and Hea- pollo 
venly Kind: Of which there is no bett 
better Account to be given, than that MW court 
it has pleas'd the Powers above to ſend Bf be 
our Souls into this lower World, to paſs ers! 
their Obſervations not only upon the BY licy 
Regularity of that Oeconomy, and thoſe Wl the 
Revolutions which occurr here, but al- ¶ city 
ſo the ſtupendious Diſtribution and the 
periodical Courſes of the ſuperior Orbs, MW Art: 
in order to the reducing the Specula- bout 
tion into Life and Prattice. ] his is fan 
my Senſe and Opinion of the Thing; WW Qua 
and though the Reaſons and Arguments 1i:b! 
that are brought for it, have princi- ther 
pally induc'd me to take it up; yet 1 Sou 
am further countenanc'd and confirm'd * 2 
in it by the Suffrages of the moſt emi- 1; 
nent Philoſophers. Pythagoras and his 
Followers, diſtinguith'd long fince by 
the Name of the tali School, or 
Sect, (as indeed they might be counted 
more properly our Fellow-Natives than 
our Neighbours) aſſerted (as Tradition 
ſays) that the Souls of Men are fo ma- 
ny Effluvia or Emanations of the Di- 
vine Eſſence, or the great Soul of the 
Univerſe. And I have yet receiy'd more 
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from thoſe Notions and Inferences , 
which Socrates, Mafter as he was of a 
matchleſs and ſuperlative Wiſdom, if A 
pollo may be believ'd, ſome few Hours 
betore he ſulfer'd, built upon in his Diſ- 
courſe of the Soul's Immortality: To 
be plain, when I reflect upon the Pow- 
ers and Energies of the Soul, the Faci- 
lity and Suddenneſs of its Operations, 
the Compaſs of the Memory, the Saga- 
city and Reach of the deliberative Fa- 
culty; and what a Variety of Sciences, 
Arts, Inventions, and Stratagems it har- 
bours, for my Lite I cannot under- 
ſtand how the Seat and Subject of theſe 
Qualities and Qualifications, ſhould be 
liable to Diſſolution or Extinction: And 
then too the Ferment and Action of the 
Soul is undi ſcontinued and perpetual, and 
* as it actuates itfelf by a Principle of 
Motion eſſential to the Nature of it, fo 
tis impoſſible it ſhould interrupt its 
own Circulation, till it becomes unbene- 
volent and falſe to its own Being. "Tis 
withal of an univocal, uncompounded 
Nature, and there's nothing in it Di/ſi- 
milar It muſt therefore be indiviſible, 
and conſequently indiſſoluble. Once a- 
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* See the Note at the latter End of Scipio's 
Dream, 
Sen, 
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gen, tis moſt unaccountable how, when 
we are young Pupils, and put out ear. 
ly to the moſt intricate and perplexing 
Stuches, we ſhould as 1 and fami- 
larly apprehend ſuch a Multitude of 
Ideas and Conſequences, as if that were 
not the firſt Time we had met with 
them, but a Recognition and Revival 
of our former Acquaintance, unleſs we 
had made a very conſiderable Profici- 
before we came into this World, 

So much for Plato. Turn to Xenophon, 
and ſee how Cyrus the Elder delivers 
himſelf upon his Death-bed: My dear 
Children, ſays he, When 1 am taken 
from you, beware of entertainins any 
ſuch raſh Concluſion, as if I had not ſtill 
a Being elſewhere. Ever ſince you have 
known me, you could never get a Sight 
of my Soul; and yet you made no Diff: 
culty of believing that your Father bad 
one within bim, upen Evidence of the 
Effect So that you will have as much 
Reaſon hereafter to be ſatisfied that it 
has not loſs its Exiſtence, tho you don't 
fee it. And indeed, to what End or Pur- 
poſe do we give our ſelves the Trouble of 
Erecting Monuments, and Dedicating ho- 
nourable Trophies, to the Merit of Men 
that have been Valuable and Eminent ; 
or how could the Savour of their Memo- 
ry be ſo long preſerv d; were it not for 
ſomething 
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E. 

, When ff omething extraordinary in the very Souls 
ut ear- F them that perpetuates their Intereſt, and 
plexing Wl makes them ſurvive themſeFves. I could 
fami- ver apprehend how, /o long as the Soul 
ade of Wt is ha/d'd in the Carcaſs, ſhe may properly 
it were ¶ be /aid to live; or ſuppos d to die when 


t with Ve ſet at Liberty; or why ſhe muſt neceſ- 
Cevival ¶ (arily be ſtrip'd of her Capacities upon quil- 
eſs we Wt ting /o groſs and ſtupid a Vehicle; nay, how 
Profici- WM (be can attain the free Uſe and the full Per- 
World. Wl f:ion of them, till ſhe's diſengag d from the 
vophon, ¶ Droſs that hung about her, and reſtor d to 
elivers ¶ her genuin Strength and Practice. And 
y dear as for every Thing elſe that enters into 


the Subſtance and Compoſition of our Na- 


g any ure; we ſee with our Eyes what becomes 
of ſtill it when Soul and Body diſunite; it re- 
bade ¶ verts immediately to the general Bank out 
Sight Wl of which it was lent us Only the Mind or 
Di- Soul exiſts and acts invifibly, as well when 
r bad Wit removes, as while it abides in the Body. 


Further yet; can we deſire a more empha- 
tical Teft of the high Dignity and Excellen- 
ty of ber Nature, than the Soul it ſelf 
vouchſafes a Man in the ſilence of Sleep, 
the proper Emblem and Reſemblance of 
Death, when, perceiving her ſelf pretty well 
diſengag d, and at her own Command, fhe 
takes the Opportunity of looking abroad; 
and getting Intelligence of remote Events? 
This plainly fhews, how Matters will ga 

E with 


nan to — 1 S an oor ot =» A aL << __. 
- -_ 2 N a ah. | Man 12 a : 2 g 
a — 2 — _ \ _— py. 1 
- = * x 


1 
. 
* 


24 TULLY of or As. 


with her, when ſhe bas procur'd her Ex- 
targement. Now then, if all this be true, 
"twill be your Duty, my Sons, to confider 
your Father, as ralF'd up into the Society 
ani Condition of the ſuperior Powers, and 
to pay 2 a ſuitable Reverence and Ho- 
. Or, if ſo it is that Soul and Body pe- 
22 ; at leaſt preſerve a ſcrupulous 

l Regard to his Memory, and be 

pkg you —— otherwiſe acquit your ſelves 
herein, unleſs all your Thoughts, Words, 
and Actions, are govern'd by an entire De- 


wotion and Reſignation to the Pleaſure of 


that Providence that ſuperintends and ſup- 
ports ſuch a miraculous Order and Harmony 
in the viſible World. Theſe were Cyrus's 
Inſtructions to his Sons at parting. Let 
me now (with your Permiſſion) recom- 
mend a few more of my own Reflections 
and Sentiments. Scipio / thoſe many me- 
morable Efforts and Services, in right of 
which the great Names of Paullus your 
Father, your two Grandfathers, Paullus 
and Africanus, and Africanuss Father 
and Uncle, not to croud your Ears with 
a Catalogue of Worthies, challenge all 
Eſteem and Acknowledgments at the 
Hands of their Succeſſors for ever. Will 
any Man pretend to tell me, they would 
ever have made a Motion towards them ; 
had ny not been inwardly aſſur'd that 
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+ E bey had a Property in Futurity, and 
true, ſhould ſtill be Partys Concern'd — * they 
onfider "<< dead and gone? Or to fay the beſt 
Saciery Not my ſelf; as all Old People are allow'd 
1, and to magnĩfie their own Pretenſions, do you 
2 W. ink I would have hurry'd and torment- 
ody pe- ed my ſelf, in Camp and City, Night and 
pulous Day, as I have done, were the Reward 
21 bs of all my Pains and Trouble to ftop ſhort 
- ſelves with me at the Grave ? Might it not have 
ord, Neem d much more adviſable to fit ſtill and 
„ De. ie at my eaſe, and leave Perſons and 
fore of 4 hings to themſelves? It cou'd not be: 
1d (u;- W ly Soul had been taking a view of the 
Ir mony Coaſt, and was clearly ſatisfy d ſhe ſhould 
n underſtand what *tis 10 live, when ſhe was 
Let Hęet into another World, and not till then. 
recom. Nor ſhould we always find the moſt gene- 
tions bous Souls fo very aſpiring, and ſo hot upon 
by ne the Scent of eternal Fame and Reputati- 
ght of on, were not Immortality Eſſential to 
| yout them. Then there's another Thing; a 
9 wiſe Man is ever moſt willing to die; and 
pather tl? Fool cannot like it by any means. The 
> wal eaſonꝰ's plain, becauſe the one ſees before 
* him to the End of his Journey, and diſ- 
© the covers how bleſſed a Country he's going 
wil > while tother's dim and purblind, and 
2 % _ look forward. O how I long, me- 
—4 thinks, to be converſing with my old Ac- 
1 cha: daintance the dear and honour'd Fathers 


they 
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of Lelius and Scipio; and beſides refreſh- 
ing former Intimacy's, to ftrike up new 
with all 'the noble and elevated Souls I 
have ever read or heard of, or had occa- 
fion to celebrate in my Writings ! To 
this Company and Condition I am prepa- 
ring to take my Flight ; let no Body try 
their Skill, to detain the Old Man. No 
reſtaurative Magick be practic'd upon Pe- 
Ilias 1 have held out the Race, and I 
don't deſire to be brought again to the 
Starting-Poſt in order to another; and if 
Heaven ſhould graciouſly make me this 
overture; F you have a Mind tot, you 
ſpall beremanded to a ſtate of Infancy and go 
zo Nurſe again; I ſhould humbly and ear- 
neſtly pray to be excus'd. For what is 
there in Life ?-—T had almoſt added, 
but Vexation and Sorrow. Be it fo, that's 
the beſt on't ſtill, we ſhall be ſure either 
to have enough on't, or not too much. Do 
not miſtake me for a Mutineer neither : 
Jam not in the Number of the many, 
both Learned and Unlearned, that groul. 
over Life. My Conſcience tells me ſhe 
-can give a pretty good account of my Time, 
and therefore I have no Reaſon to be ſor- 
I have ivd it. Life at the moſt is ſo 
ar from being a State of ſettled and abi- 
ding Continuance, that tis really no more 
than a baĩting · time, or a Halt as oe 
| oa 
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Road. My Foot is already in the Stir- 
rup; and I leave this World, not as a 
Man would leave his Mazfon-Houſe, but 
his Inn. How long art thou coming, Au- 
ſpicious Hour! When I'm to be releas'd 
out of theſe Territories of Dirt and Di- 
ſtraction, and incorporated into the ſacred 
Society of che great Souls above; when 
together with all thoſe extraordinary Per- 
ſons I mention d before, I ſhall have my 
own dear Cato again to bear me Com 
ny; yes, that Mirrour of Piety and Mr 
tue, that incomparable young Man ! 
Whoſe Lot it ſhould have been, by the 
Courſe of Nature, to pay the laſt Office 
at his Father's Obſequies, which the Will 
of Heaven appointed his Father to admi- 
niſter at his : Yet at the ſame Time the 
Soul of him was fo far from quitting all 
Knowledge of me, or Concern for me, 
that as it mounted, it carried off his Fa- 
ther's Idea, and with an infallible Secu- 
rity, that my Soul in due Time was to 
ſteer the ſame Courſe, and Land on the. 
lame Shoar. And therefore if ſome Peo- 
ple have wonder'd how I could bear fo 
great an Affliction ſo chearfully, they 
might have known, that it was not any 
Effect of Impaſſiveneſs and Inſenſibility; 
but T carried in my Thoughts this revi- 
ving Meditation, that though we were at 
"V8 3 a Dic 
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a Diſtance from one another for the pre. 
fent, e'r long we ſhou'd meet again. By 
this Time, Gentlemen, I ſuppoſe the 
Wonder's over; and you may be ſuffici. 
ently inſtructed to account for that Eafi- 
neſs and Serenity, nay that Delight and 
Pleaſure which crown theſe hoary Tem- 
ples. Perhaps I may be too confident and 
overweaned in the Point of the Soul's Im- 
mortality; if fo, tis at leaſt a very oblig. 
ing Error; and I am ſo heartily in love 
with it, that T would not be diſabus'd, 
methinks, for the World. Or ſuppol 
the mean-ſpirited Profeſſors in the right, 
and that Death will not be compounded 
with; Tm fafe enough ſti; and when 
the Controverſy's once turn'd to Matter 
of Fat, let my learned Adverſaries Tri- 
umph if they can. In a Word; *tis wit 
Life, as tis with other Things, a mode- 
rate Meaſure and Quantity does belt; 
and whether there's another Life in Re- 
verſion, or not ; he that is much trou- 
bled about putrefying, when *tis Time, 
is his own Enemy. Old Age is the laſt 
Reſult, the clinching Scene of the Play; 
and if we don't grow Sick on't by that 
Time, we ſhould be glad however, if we 
could fairly get out of the Houſe betimes, 
and eſcape the Hurry. I have now ex 
plain'd my ſelf at large upon the Subject 
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propos'd, and ſhall add no more but my 
Wiſhes (Gentlemen) that your ſelves may 
live to give Teftimony, upon a late 
and fall Experience, to the Truth of 
the Premiſſes. 
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TuLLyYs LAALIUS; 
O R, 
ESSAY upon FRIENDSHIP; 
Addreſſed to Tirus Pomponins Atticus. 


Was ſeldom that Qzintus Mu- 
ais the Augur, when an Op- 
N portunity offer d it ſelf in 
* 7 Converſation, left any pleaſant 
remarkable Paſſages unre- 
member d wherein Caius Lelius, his Son 
in Law, had been a Party concern'd; and 
whenever he had Occaſion to ſpeak of him, 
made no Scruple at all of giving him the 
Diſtinction of Delius the Wiſe. Now it 
having been my good Fortune, ſo ſoon as 
my Age and Underſtanding were fit for't, 
to be recommended by my Father to the 
Care and Tuition of Scævola, with po- 
ſitive Inſtruftions, at no Time to with- 
draw my ſelf, upon any Account, from the 

we” re | good | 
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good Old Man's immediate Inſpection, 
unleſs when either his or my own Affairs 


were ſuch as would juſtify the Neceſſity of MW ** th 
my Abſence: By this Means (as in truth mort 
I addreſs'd my ſelf with all imaginable whe! 
Diligence, under the Wing of fo intelli- vow 
gent and able a Maſter, to make the moſt Wh 

of my Advantage) it came naturally in and 
my Way, and follow'd of Courſe, that I = 
ſhould treaſure up in my Memory as as |; 
well his weighty and folid Arguments up- Wa 
on this and that Queſtion, as his curſory of t 
Sentences and appolite Suggeſtions. AF ius 
ter his Death, being ſenſible (and I will not 
be bold to ſay it) that he had not leſt a Fr, 
Roman behind him of greater Abilities or 2 


ſtricter Morals than his Nameſake Scæ- 
vola the Pontifex, I threw my ſelf upon 
him. But at preſent to keep cloſe to our 
Augur, and reſerve what the Character ot 
the Pontifex challenges, for another Place: 
Among other Topicks and Occurrences 
which I have heard him talk upon, as 
he was fitting (I remember) one Time in 
his Elbow-chair, (my ſeff and two or 
three more of his Cabinet Council preſent) 
he begun to lay himſelf out upon an un- 
happy Bufinels, which made a great 
Noiſe about that Time. You may re- 
member, Sir, or rather *tis impoſſible but 
you thould, for you and Publius Sulpici- 
US 
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us were very great together, how ſtrange- 
ly the World was ſtartled and ſcandaliz'd 
at the Example of that irreconcilable and 
mortal Hatred which that Gentleman, 
when he was Tribune of the Commons, 
vow'd againſt the Conſul Quintus Pompe- 
ius, who had ever been his deareſt Friend 
and inſeparable Confident. And this ha 
pen'd to be ſach a Subject of Diſcour 
as lay'd a very fair Invitation in Scævola s 
Way to favour us with the Particulars 
of that philoſophical Le&ure, which Le- 
lius (and, as it happen d, Africanus had 
not been dead many Days) read about 
Friendſbip, to Scevola himſelf and Caius 
Fannius (Marcus's Son) that had marry'd 
another of his Daughters. I fix'd in my 
Memory the Subſtance of the Diſſertati- 
on, and have now committed it to Paper 
in a Form and Method of my own chooſ- 
ing: That is to ſay, I have brought the 
Triumvirate out upon the Stage in their 
own proper Perſons ; and ſo you will not 
be troubled with Repetitions of /ays I, 
and ſays he, and ſays I again. Beſides that 
it gives Life and Beauty to an Argument 
when tis work d upon by Way of Con- 
ference, and looks as if it came directly 
ſrom the Mouths of the Managers. As 
for the Inducement that reconciled me to 
a good Opinion * a favourable Hope 
6 of 


84 Tully of Fax1tnpsnie. 
of the Undertaking, you cannot but know 
it, Atticus, when you recollect how you 
have us'd your Intereſt with me, Time 
after Time, to the Purpoſe of trying my 
Skill upon the preſent Theme ; and with- 
al, that as the Obligations and Origin of 
Friendſhip are Things of ſuch a Nature 
that they ought to be univerſally and per- 
fealy underftood ; ſo the Conſideration 
of them is no more than what is ſuitable 
and due to the Claim of that Intimacy 
that is between us; and tis a Satisfaction 
to me that while I was projecting to my 
ſelf the publick Good, in compoſing this 
Eſſay, I did it at your Motion and In- 
ſtance. To go on: I thought it juſt and 
proper in my Cato Major, that little 
Tract which is dedicated to you concern- 
ing Old Age, to ſpeak by the Mouth of 
Old Cato, and put the Cauſe wholly in 
his Hands, not knowing where to find a 
Proxy better authoriz'd or qualify'd to 
comment upon the Pretenſions of Age, 
than one that was ſo long acquainted with 
it, and ſuch a ſingular Grace and Credit 
to it: And for the very ſame Reaſon 1 
have pitch'd upon Lælius (of whoſe en- 
tire Confidence and Entercourſe of Af- 
fections with Publius Scipio, Tradition 
and Fame have reported ſo much) as a 
Kepreſentative, in my Opinion, well ap- 
| pointed 
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pointed to deliver you his own Reflections 
and Concluſions about the Nature of 
Friendſhip, as my Tutor Scævola receiv'd 
and ſecur d them at the firſt Hand from 
himſelf. And it muſt be confeſs'd, 
this dramatical Way of ſubſtituting the 
Names and Authority of Perſons that 
have been moſt eminent in their Genera- 
tions to recommend our Senſe, is ſtrange- 
ly pathetical and affecting: Inſomuch that 
upon reviewing that little Performance 
ot mine about Old Age, I have really 
forgot my ſelf, and taken it for granted 
that what I was reading was Cato's own. 
My Subject then was it ſelf a ſufficient In- 
timation and Motive to prefix your Name 
to what I had to ſay upon it, as I conſi- 
der'd how far it reach'd your Caſs: So 
now again, with an Eye upon the Rela- 


tion you bear both to the Matter and the 


Author, I reſign my ſelf once more to 
you in theſe Papers about the Buſineſs of 
Friendſhip. Upon the former Occaſion 
'twas Cato that harangu'd you, one of the 
moſt Underſtanding, as well as the Old- 
eſt Man of his Time. Upon this, your 
Buſineſs is with Lælius, the wife and ju- 
dicious Lælius (as he was call'd) that no- 
ble Inſtance of a per ſect Friendſhip. Let 
me beſeech you therefore to ſhut me out 
of your Imagination, and verily to per- 
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ſuade your ſelf that Lælius ſpeaks to you. ¶ of t 
Africanus is ſuppos d to be lately Dead: Rex 
So Caius Fannius and Quintus Mucius {tan 
come upon a Viſit of Condolence to their the 
Father in Law. The Viſitants clear the his 
Way for a full and free Diſquiſition con- 5 
cerning Friendſhip, (to which Head (as the 
you'll perceive in the reading) tis wholly the 
confin'd) and Lælius undertakes it. gre! 
Cha 
FAN. Undoubtedly, Sir, Africanus non 


was a Man of much Merit, of as extra- 
ordinary Virtues and conſpicuous Accom- 
pliſhments as ever livd. At the fame 
Time do your ſelf the Juſtice too, not to 
overlook thoſe Evidences, the World is 
proud to give you, of the peculiar and pro- 
found Eſteem we all conceive of your Car- 
riage and Capacity, and how implicitly 
we are yours. Whether we mention, or 
only think of him, the Sirname of WISE 
is Lælius's Charatteriftick, and only his, 
"Tis true, Marcus Cato had ſome Years 
ago the ſame Diſtinction given him, and 
ſo (we underſtand ) had Lucius Atilius 
heretofore. But then the reſpetctive Excel- 
lencies or Qualifications, which happen'd 
to render thele two worchy of it, look d 
another Way. Atilius ow'd it to his Judg- 
ment and Practice in the Civil Law; Ca- 
to to his great Experience and 2 
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of the World ; he had eſtabliſhed his 
Reputation by the many Proofs and In- 
ſtances he gave both to the Senate and 
the Bench of his Sagacity in deliberating, 
his Reſolution in proſecuting, and his 
Quickneſs in replying. Now theſe were 
the Recommendations that obtain'd him 
the Title of the Vie, and not till he 
grew in Years neither. Whereas your 
Challenge and Property, Sir, in this De- 
nomination runs upon all four: The 
Learning you are Maſter of, and the Pains 
you have taken for't, as well as the Excel- 
lence of your Genius and Example of your 
Probity and Sobriety, have purchas'd ir. 
You are not what we ſtile you, Sir, in the 
ordinary Senſe and Meaning; but upon a 
higher Line of Compariſon, and in the 
Acknowledgment of the learned, and the 
leading Part of Mankind, above the De- 
finition and Standard of a Grecian Sage, 
tho? he ſhould be one of the mighty Seven 
too; and yet theſe went for more than 


they were worth, if good Criticks ben't 


miſtaken in their Notion of M iſdom. One 
of them however, the great -{/benian, 
had it (we are fure) under the Atteſtation 
of the Oracle; That there was not a wi- 
ler Mortal upon the Face of the Earth. 
Be ic fo: *Tis ſtill to cur Apprehenſions 
a Manifeſtation of a marvellous W * 
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that you contrive to have all your Effets 
and Circumſtances collected within your 
ſelf, and keep Fortune under the Diſci- 

line of Virtue. This being ſo well known 
bh made many People inquiſitive (and 
J preſume Scævola has been ask'd the 
Queſtion as often as I) how Læliustakes 
the Loſs of Africanus; eſpecially becauſe 
when we had our laſt philoſophical Con- 
ſult, about the beginning of the Month, 
in Brutus's Garden, you were out of the 
Way, tho'; none of the Society us'd to 
be ſo punctual to Time and Duty as your 
ſelf. 


Sc v. Tis true, Sir, what Fannius 
tells you; I have been often ask d to that 
Effect: And my Anſwer was always rea- 
dy, that as excellent a Perſon as he was 
that's gone, and as dear and true a Friend 
as you had of him, ſo far as I could per- 
ceive, you carry'd it off very well; not 
but you ſeemed in ſome Meaſure to give 
Way to the Impreſſion, ſo far as the 
Gentleneſs and Benigaity ot your Conſti- 
tution might decently prevail with you; 
and in Excuſe for your not appearing at 
our late philoſophical Conference, that it 
was not any Dejettion of Mind, but an 
Indiſpofition of Body that hinder'd your 
coming, 0 9 

LI. 
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LXI. You did me Juſtice, my Friend; 
believe me I am better determin'd to 
my Duty, than that any Diſappointment 
or Miladventure ſhould put me out of 
my Road, when I am engag'd in a good 
Work, provided I have Health and 
Strength enough to follow it. And if I 
am not miſtaken, the Man that drops the 
main Buſineſs for any crols Accident 
whatſoever, wants Ballaſt extremely, and 
has nothing of a Soul in him. As for 
you, Fannius, and the kind Things you 
are pleaſed to ſay of me; I thank you 
{or the good Meaning, tho the Blazon 
more than I dare aſſume or aſpire to. 
On the other Hand, in my Opinion, you 
detract too much from Cato. Once for all, 
if ever there was any Man (and I ſcarce 
believe there has been) that was proper- 
ly Wiſe, it muſt have been Cato. Among 
a thouiand to meation a ſingle Indicati- 
on of this; Who could have borne up like 
him under the Loſs of a Son? There 
were indeed the Inſtances of Paullus and 
Gallus, both within my Remembrance 
and Knowledge : But then Cato's Caſe 
and theirs was very different. 'The Chil- 
dren they parted with were but young 
little Creatures; Cato's Comfort was full 
grown, a very deſerving and an admired 

| Gentle- 
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Gentleman, Upon the Matter, there is 
no Reaſon why even Apollo's grand Prodi- 
gy of Wiſdom ſhould take the right Hand 
of Cato: The former has his Precept. 
to plead, the latter his Practice. Next, 
Gentlemen, to join iſſue with you both 
in Reference to my own Particular, what 
the Philoſophers will think of me for own- 
ing ſo much, I know not; but to be plain 
with you, my Conſcience would fly in my 
Face if I ſhould pretend that I am not 
troubled at Scipio's Death. It muſt needs 
diſcompoſe me, to have taken my long 
and laſt farewel of a Friend, fo effectually 
and entirely ſuch, that as no Man, I am 
confident, ever had; ſo no Body, per- 
Ty * will ever have ſuch another. Still 
I have my Remedy at the worſt : And 
among other Arguments of Comfort and 
Relief, IT chear up myſelf with this very 
Conclufion (in Contradiction to that Pre- 
judice and Error which makes the gene- 
rality of People take on fo piteouſly for 
departed Friends) that Scipio has been 
no looſer by the Turn, whatever Lelius 
may have been the worſe -for't And 
whoever 1s impatient upon his own ſcore, 
demonſtrates himſelf to be no Body's 
Friend but his own. Scipio has had fair 
Play, and fetch'd in a wide Extent of 
Happineſs and Glory. Diſcounting his 

Proſpett 
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Proſpect of Immortality (and his Modeſ- 
ty would ſcarce give him leave to expect 
it) could any Man have hoped for either 
more or better Pledges of Heaven's Boun- 
ty and Favour than fell to Scipzo's Share? 
His Childhood promiſed ſuch extraordi- 
nary Events, that all his Countrymen 
thought their Preſages of him could never 
run high enough; and it appeared they 
were not miſtaken, as he drew on to a 
maturicy of Age, This was he that ne- 
ver prelented himſelf a Candidate for the 
Conſular Power, and yet was twice 1n- 
veſted with it; the firſt Time before he 
was old enough to take it upon him, 
had not the Rule been diſpenſed with : 
The ſecond, within the right Period in 
Relation to himſelf, though too late, as 
it might have prov'd, for the Preſervati- 
on of the Publick. This was he that le- 
velFd the -e Cities that had otherwiſe 
enſlaved the great Rmpreſs of the World, 
and ſo at once put an End to the preſent, 
and prevented all future Competition. Not 
to expatiate upon the Equality and Sweet- 
neſs of his Temper, his Courteſy and Be- 
neficence, his Deference and Dutyfulneſs 
to his Mother, his generous L iberality 
to his Siſters, his Fatherly Tenderneſs 
and Bounty towards his Relations and 
Dependants, and that religious Equity 

and 
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and Ingenuity obſerv'd by him in all his 
Dealings and T ranfattions. His Exam- 
ple and Eminence in theſe Reſpects are 
well-known and ſelf- evident; and how 
cordial an Eſteem. and Value the Publick 
held his Perſon in, appear'd as remarka- 
bly and advantageouſly in the Face and 
Voice of that univerſal Sorrow, at his 
"= Funeral. Judge now what a Point Scipio 
17 had gain'd, if Providence had pleas'd to 
iz continue him here ſome few Years lon- 
| ger? For tho' tis true, what Cato about 
a Year before his Death made out very 
clearly, in a ſet Diſcourſe to Scipio, and 
my ſelf, that Old Age is not ſo uncom- 
fortable a Thing as we think it; but nei- 
ther can we ſay that ſuch a Vigour and 
Activity belong to it, as were in Scipio. 
So that upon the whole, his Greatneſs 
and his Felicity were entire: And he 
fail'd in none, either of the Perfections 
or Privileges that are compatible to the 
Life of Man. And then when he came 
to die, the Stroak of Separation was ſo 
ſuddain and ſoon over, that he had not 
Time to feel it. What it ſhould be, that 
violent Malignancy that carry'd him off, 
J will not pretend to determine: What 
the World thinks it was, I need not tell 
you. Thus much at leaſt I am very ſure 
of, that in all that continual Series of 
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Honour, Succeſs, and Triumph, which 
run through the Life of Publius Scipio, 
never any Day ſhin'd brighter upon him 
than his laſt but one, when in the Even- 
ing, after the Senate roſe, all the Mem- 
bers of it in a Body, accompany'd by ſe- 
veral of the Allies and Confederates of 
Rome, and particularly by all the Zatins 
that were in Town, conducted him to 
his Houſe ; which ſeems to me ſuch a for- 
cible, authoritative Atteſtation of ſome- 
thing very uncommon, and highly vene- 
rable in the Man, as imply'd his Soul 
was to cohabit with the Deities, and not 
deſcend into the common Region. Ler 
me here obſerve by the Way, that I could 
never yet ſwallow the modern Opinion, 
as if the Soul did not ſurvive the Body, 
but Death made a full end of us. 'The 
Antients, as well of other Countrys as 
our own, were they that inſtituted religi- 
ous Offices and Ceremonies, in Behalf of 
the Dead, which they would certainly 
have let alone, had they not verily ſup- 
pos'd that the Efficacy of them extended 
to the Object. And that Authority in 
general weighs moſt with me; as does in 
particular, Theirs, that had once their 
Habitation in this Corner of the World, 
and diſſeminated their Principles of Mo- 
rality over Magna Grecia, then in a proſ- 
perous 
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rous Condition, tho* now in a mannct 
waſte and ruined. And ſo the Judgment 
and Determination likewiſe of that won- 
derful Perſon that had the Primacy of 
human Wiſdom, aſcrib'd to him by the De!- 
phick God, and was not one of thoſe that 
skip backward and forward between the 
Affirmative and the Negative ; but ſtood 
to his Aſſertions, uniformly and reſolute- 
ly, that the Soul of Man is a ſpiritual 
and heavenly Subſtance ; that ſhe reaf- 
cends to the Place of her Nativity and 
Origin when ſhe leaves the Body; and 
that the more generoully ſhe ſtands affec- 
ted and diſpos'd, ſhe returns with fo much 
the more 133 and Facility. This 
was Scipio's Perſuaſion too, and accord- 
ingly in the Concluſion of that Debate a- 
bout political Government, which took 
him up three Days ſucceſſively, when 
Philus, Manuilius, and ſeveral others were 
preſent, among the reſt myſel, (anl 
I remember, Scævola, I brought you a- 
long with me) when the Diſcourſe turn'd 
to the Conlideration of the Soul's Immor- 
tality, he communicated thole Diſcoveries 
which were imparted by Africauus when he 
appeared to him one Night in a Urcam; 
and as it happen'd, very ominoully, or ra- 
ther by Impulſe, for he dy'd himtlelt 
within a little Time after. Upon Sup- 
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poſition then, that Souls of a more di- 
ftinguiſhed and ſublime Nature, upon 
their Diſmiſſion out of this Cage of a Car- 
cals, fly upward with ſuch a natural free 
Tendency ; there's no doubt but Scipzo's 
found the Paſſage to Heaven as clear 
and eaſy as the beſt of them; and if ſo, 
twill argue more of Envy than Endear- 
ment, if we are grieved at his Tranſlati- 
on. Or in Caſe tother Doctrine carrys 
it, and the Faculties and Functions of 
the Soul and Body ceaſe at once; then 
is Death a Revolution that has neither 
Good nor Harm in it; becauſe when all 
Senſation's over, we are in Statu Duo, as 
if we had never been born. And yet, at 
the ſame Time, as to the Perſon we are 
ſpeaking of, we have all the Reaſon in the 
World (and fo will our Poſterity for ever) 
to thank Heaven for giving him his Be- 
ing. So that for his Part, I fay it once 
again, he has been as indulgently dealt 
by, as he could defire ; my Lot has been 
a great deal the ſeverer Diſpenſation. I 
ſet out upon the great Road before him, 
and therefore it might have been expett- 
ed that I ſhould get in firſt. No matter. 
Scipio and I have paſſed our Time toge- 
ther; his Converſation and Kindneſs have 
been the Bleſſing of my Life, and the 


Remembranc2 will be ſo to the very end 
on. 
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ont. In all Emergencies and Managery, 
whether of publick or private Concern- 
ment, we ſtill acted together, and were 
as one. Whether in the Lown or 1n the 
Trenches, we were never aſunder. Our 
Aims and Undertakings, our Notions and 
Inclinations, and conſequently our Souls 
were the fame. In ſhort, were it real 
and deſerved, that high Conceit and Q- 
pinion which Fannius would make me be- 
lieve the World profeſſes of Lelius's Wil. 
dom, twould not yet pleaſe me half ſo 
well as the Preſumption I entertain, 
That the Friendſhip of Scipio and Lzlius, 
ſhall ſtand everlaſtingly upon Record. This 
is a very agreeable and exhilarating Proſ- 
pe& indeed! the Hiſtory of the World 
has not above three or four compleat In- 
ſtances of ſuch a Union; and I'm apt 
to flatter my ſelf, that the moſt remote 
Generations may find ours added to the 
Number. | 


Fan. Undoubtedly Sir, they will. In 
the mean Time, as we are now at Lei- 
ſure, and it happens that Friendſbip is 
what you are talking of, we ſhall efteem 
it a great Favour, (my Brother Sc vol 
you may be ſure, as well as myſelf) ic 
(according to your uſual Condeſcenſion, 
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propos'd, to give the Enquirer what Sa- 
tisfattion you can) youll vouchſafe to 
give us a on upon the matter of 
Friendſhip ; what are your Sentiments 
and Obſervations about the Nature of it, 
and by what Directions and Maxims 
you'd have us proceed in the contracting 
or the Cultivation of it. 


ScXv. To ſpeak for my ſelf, Sir, I am a 
joint Petitioner with Fannius ; and if he 
had not been too quick for me, I was go- 
ing to ſtart the ſame Propoſal my ſelf. 
You cannot imagine what an Obligation 


LXL. Gentlemen, there needs not all 
this; and yet I know my ſelf fo well, I 
am almoſt afraid to venture. We are by 
our ſelves, *tis true, and have Time be- 
tore us, and the Subject-matter is very 
noble and inviting. But how can I look 
upon my felf as equal to the Underta- 
king, Tis only for Men well-read, and 
exercis'd, ſuch as the Learned ones a- 
mong the Greeks, to work up Illuſtrati- 
ons and Solutions off-hand. There's more 
in an attempt of this kind than the 
World's aware of, and no Man's fit for 
the Province, till he's Practic'd and Sea- 
on d to't. And therefore your better 
Way would be to make Application, for 
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a general Account, and full Idea of this 
Argument, to the Men who, by Profeſ- 
Gon, are prompt and ready at this ſort 
of Work. Briefly, the Sum of what I 
Mall inculcate, is, that this World al- 
fords not another Sympathy or Relation 
of "Conſequence or Satisfaction compara- 
ble to Friendſhip. Nothing is more ac- 
commodate and agreeable to Human Na- 
ture; nor of more Sovereign Uſe and 
Significancy, in either State of Life, the 
Proſperous or Adverſe. Firſt of all, I 
take it for a Pofulatum, that there can 
be no ſuch thing but between Good 
Men. Not that T am as Delicate and 
Metaphyſical in my meaning here as 0- 
thers, who ſpin the Thread ſo fine, that 
tho *twill hold in Speculation, tis a 
Cobweb in Practice. None but a Wile 
Man ( ſay theſe People) can be good. 
That's eaſily granted. But then this 
Wiſe Man's Wiſdom muſt be ſuch a 
perfect and indeſective one as Human 
Nature was never yet able to compals; 
ſuch as has no Place but in Imaginations 
and Wiſh : Whereas, we are only con- 
cern'd for ſuch a Degree of Wiſdom as 
is conſiſtent with our common Imper- 
fethons, and reducible to Fact. Caius 
Fabricius, Marcus Curius, Titus Corunca- 


mus, were all Wile Men in the Appre- 
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henſion of thoſe that liv'd before us; 
and yet no Body ſuppoſes them Re- 
fin d and Conſummated up to the Terms 
and the Teſt of theſe Inquiſitors. Tis an 
Enthuſiaſtical and ill natur d Account of 
Wildom, that Scheme of theirs ; and let 
them een make the beſt ont, provided 
twill paſs with them, that the Perſons 
aforeſaid, were good and excellent Men. 
No, not a Word or't I beſeech you. 
There's no Body, forſooth! can be good 
for any thing that is not as wile as 
they'll have him to be !-— If you pleaſe, 
let us rather cut the Knot upon this Oc- 
caſion, and take things as we find them. 
As thus: Let us admit that Definition, 
and theſe Marks of a Good Man, which 
are univerſally agreed upon, that he's a 
Man of unqueſtionable Integrity, Hc« 
nour, Impartiality, Candour and Gene- 
roſity; that he governs his Appetites 
and Paſſions, and is guilty of nothing 
like Infolence, Indecency, or Inconſiſten- 
cy, but perfectly obedient and conform- 
able, ( Human Infirmities apart) to the 
Sovereign Rule or Index of Life, the 
Meaſures and Monitions of Nature. "Tis 
evident enough, I conceive, that we are 
all of us gotten and born to Society and 
Incorporation ; and that the nearer any 
of us ſtand to one another, in Degree 
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and Circumſtances of Proximity and Inte. 
reſt, the more immediate and perfect is the 
Concurrence and Commerce. Hence it is, 
that our Countrymen are dearer to us than 
Strangers, and our own Relations and De- 
pendants, than thoſe of a ſeparate Family. 
This is no more atural ; an order- 
ly Combination, and an Amity of Courſe ; 
and yet it has not always Depth and 
Strength enough. There's the Advan- 
tage peculiar to Friendſhip above eve- 
ry other Relation : I cannot be a Friend, 
(tho' I may be very nearly ally'd) to a- 
nother without loving, and being belov'd; 
which is ſo eſſential to Friendſbip, that 
they are really Convertibles ; and *twere 
well if it went along as neceſſarily with 
all Relations of Conſanguinity and Propin- 
quity. | 
But there is nothing that ſets out the 
Merit and Dignity of Friendſhip, more 
than this Reflection, that it is the finer 
Parts, or the Quintefſence wrought-off 
of that general Societyſhip and Corre- 
ſpondence eftabliſh'd among Men by the 
Law of Nature; the vital Flame and 
Spirit gather'd and fix'd in two or three 
individual Souls united. My Definition 
of it is this; A full and perfect Harmony 
aud Complication of Interefis and Judg- 
ments, whether ia Matters reſpecting this 
World, 
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World, or that above; ratified and guard- 


ed by all the Philtres * reciprocal Af- 
fection and Tenderneſs. Now this is ſuch 
a bleſſed and beneficial Privilege, that 
perhaps, (beſides Viſdom itſelf in the 
largeſt Senfe) among all the Pre- eminen- 
ces and Advantages, which Heaven has 
made us capable of in this World, we 
can ſcarce find a more valuable and im- 
portant one. Some People of a different 
Kidney may give Riches the Preference ; 
another Party think better of Strength or 
Health; a Third of Power; a Fourth of 
Honour and Grandeur; a Fifth (and the 
moſt numerous) of Pleaſure. As for the 
Four former Advantages they are fickle 
and ſhort liv'd at the beſt; Fortune's 
Play-things, which ſhe diſpoſes of as ſhe 
pleaſes, without asking us leave; but for 
the Fifth, — we refer you to Goats and 
Monkeys. Others there are that make 
Virtue to be the Summum Bonum, and 
are highly to be commended for't : Nor 
is it to be deny'd, that Virtue is the Pa- 
rent and Vehicle of Friendſhip, nay, 
the very Lite and Soul and Being of it; 
Virtue J ſay, not that blazing overgrown 
Comet, as ſome Philoſophers have de- 
ſerib'd it, that repreſent any thing bigger 
than the Life; but what we underſtand 
and know to be ſo in the allow'd Meaning 

"F3 of 
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of the Word and Practice of the Thing. 
So the Paull, the Cato's, the Calli, the Sci- 
pio s, the Phili; let us admit them, tho 
mortal Men, and ſubject to Frailties, to 
have been as they were always account- 
ed, Horthy, Good Men, and the finleis 
Saints that live in Cropia, ſhall be left to 
{eek their Fortune. Such good People 
therefore, as theſe we have mention'd, 
find the beſt Account imaginable in the 
Offices and Communications of Friendſbis. 
For firſt of all, as Eunius fays, 4 Man 
bal as good be out of the World as want 
a kind hearty Aſſociate to be free with, 
and confide in. There's a wonderful Com- 
fort and Pleaſure in't; a Companion that 
a Man can repoſe and truſt his Thoughts 
with as freely and ſecurely as with his 
own Soul. What ſhou'd we be the bet⸗ 
ter for the Sweets of Succeſs and Proſpe- 
rity, if we had not a Partner at hand to 
ſhare them with us? And how ſtrangely 
are Miſeries and Misfortunes alleviated 
by the Condolence of another, that takes 
them more to Heart than the Sufferer 
himſelf? Agen, every other Allotment 
or Branch of Man's Prerogative in this 
World has its reſpective Tendency, and 
its determinate End. Thus Wealth is 
only good for Uſe; Power to create De- 
pendence and Obſequiouſneſs ; Honours * 
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| the Enſfigns of Significancy, to procure 
\ Efteem and Applauſe Pleaſure, to gra- 


tiſy Inclination; Health and Vigour, as 
it imports an Exemption from Pain, to- 
gether with the full Force of our Facal- 
ties and Benefit of our Limbs. Bat the 
Conſequences and Profits of Friend/bip 
take in a large Circle of Variety: The 
Rays of it anſwer every Point of the 
Compaſs, and reach every Climate of 
the Globe; and there cannot be a Time 
when *tis out of Seaſon, or becomes 
diſagreeabie. To be ſhort; not Fewel 
aud fair Water, (as the Proverb ſpeaks) 
are Things of more univerſal Uſe and 
Application than Friendſhip : That is, 
not that ſuperficial and occaſional one 
which paſſes abroad for ſuch, and which 
carries along with it very engaging and 
very profitable Conſequences, but the 
genuine and adequate, that perfect Spe- 
cies, Inſtances of which have ſo rarely 
appeared. Such a Friendſhip as this; 
how does it magnify and multiply the 
Luftre of a fortunate and flouriſhing 
Condition? And how effectually does 


it ſoften and qualify a calamitous Cri- 
fis, by interpoling and taking the Bit- 
terneſs off our Hands? There are a 
thouſand Felicities and Opportunities of 
2 moſt propitious Importance, ariſing 

i from 


Force and Virtue of Love and Agree- 
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from Friendſhip ;, but none of them ſtand; 
us in greater Stead, than the Power it 
has with it to raiſe our Hepes, to give 
us at leaſt promiſing Proſpects in View, 
to keep up the Spirits, and fortify the 
Soul: Over and above that a Man's 
Friend is really his AMirrour;, when he 
looks into him, he contemplates himſe/}. 
Thus it is that Friends, tho? never fo 
far apart, keep one another Company ; 
that they are well to paſs in the midſt 
of a neceſſitous Condition; robuſt and 
healthy in Spight of Pain and VU iſeaſes; 
and (which is the greateſt Parodox of 
all) that they're Alive when they're 
Dead; ſo far forth, I mean, as a de- 
parted Friend continues with a ſurviv- 
ing one in the Reverence he pays to 
the Memory, and the Regret. he feels 
and expreſſes for the Loſs of him. And 
in this very Behalf, as the one is a 
happy Man dead; fo he that outlives 
him is no leſs venerable and valued. 
To go on; let but the Cement of mu- 
tual Affection and Benevolence be dilu- 
ted once; and all Societies, whether 
private or civil, muſt fall in Pieces, and 
the Acres lie fallow that belong to them. 
There is nothing that illuſtrates the 


ment more to Advantage than the Re- 
ſults 
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ſults of Diſſonancy and Diviſion: As 
where is that Family or Body Poli- 
tick that can keep upon its Legs, when 
tis ſhattered with Animoſities, and ſplits 
into Parties? This alone might ſuffice 
to teach us how much a good Under- 
ſtanding among our ſelves, and a friend- 
ly Concern for one another, conduce to 
the Safety and Happineſs of human Kind. 
We are told of a learned Agrigentine, 
who maintain'd it for true Philoſophy 
in a certain poetical Compoſition of his, 
that as Sympathy and Co- incidence are the 
phyſical Origin and Principle of Colleti- 
on and Cohe/ion in the ſeveral Parts of 
the Univerſe, whether fixt or moving 
lo Antipathy and Non-Conformity are the 
Principle of Diſſolution and Corruption: 
That fo it is,- every Man's common 
Senſe, ordinary Obſervation, and perſo- 
nal Experience may convince him. Hence 
it comes to paſs, that as often as one 
Friend ſignalizes himſelf by expoſing 
Life or Fortune in lieu of another's, 
or at leaſt in common with him, the 
Reſolution is ſo loudly and plentifully 
extolled. When my Friend and Cronie 
Marcus Pacuvius's new Tragedy came 
the firſt Night upon the Stage, did nor 
the Theatre rock again with the Clap- 
pings and Shouts? The King there, you 


F 5 know 
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know was under an Uncertainty about 
it, which of the two Strangers was Ore. 
fes. Pylades was ſet upon't to be fi 
crificed in the Stead of Oreſtes, and af. 
firmed it roundly that he was Oreſtes: 
While Oreſtes, for his Part, laboured as 
earneſtly and vehemently to make it be. 
lieved that he was the Man. This was 
no more than Repreſentation and Out- 
Side; and yet the Spectators ſhewed 
themſelves forward and warm, in ex- 
=”_m ing their Approbation. If the Scene 

d been real, what would they have 
faid to it then? Now this was a fair 
Diſcovery of the Meaning and the 
Power of Nature ; that the Example 
ſhould command a general Applauſe and 
Encouragement from thoſe, that upon 
Occaſion would, I believe, ſcarce have 
had the Courage to imitate it. Having 
advanced thus far into the Merits of 
the Cauſe, that is, as far as I dare to 
meddle in't, here I ftop; and as for any 
other Suggeſtions or Hints, (as I am ſen- 
fible there are not few of them) relat- 
ing to the Point in hand, let me recom- 
mend you Gentlemen, to their Informa- 
tion, whoſe proper Office and Calling it 
is, to ſet Things of this Nature in their 
true Light. 


Fann. I 
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FANN. I beſeech you, Sir, gratify us 
with your own Growth. I have often 
had the Curiofity to court the Aſſiſtance 
of thoſe Artiſts, and have heard what 
they faid with Pleaſure; but you take 
another-gueſs Method with your Argu- 
ment, and give it a different Air and 


Turn. 


Sc x v. What would you have faid then, 
Brother, if you had been along with us, 
in Scipio's Garden, when the Diſputation 
went forward about the Nature of Civil 
Government ;, our great Inſtructor here, 
ſo very folidly and rationally aſſerted 
the Obligations of Equity and Juſtice a- 
gainſt Philus's elegant and plauſible Train 
of Objections 


FANN. That a Gentleman of ſuch an 
ingenuous and impartial Conduct ſhould 
be able to juſtify Fair-Dealing, has no- 
thing of Surprize in it. 


Scxv. And does it look more unac- 
countable that the Man who has eſta- 
bliſhed himſelf an immortal Name and 
Reputation upon an honeſt, a religious, 
and a ſteady Diſcharge of all the Du- 
ties of an entire Friendſbip, ſhould be 

5 Fs pro- 
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provided to explain himſelf handſomly, W Lov 
upon this Argument ? Fris 


LXIL. Enough! This is taking 

a Friend by Storm; and yet if you had 
preſt your Point Way, you muſt 
have gained it; the Reaſonableneſs of Fr 
the Requeſt in itſelf, no leſs than the In- #44 
tereſt of the Petitioners in the Party pu 
ſollicited, forbidding me to diſcourage {hr 
ſuch a commendable Motion and Enqui- W ch 
from two ſuch near Relations. To fu 
proceed therefore; the firſt and princi- 
pal Querie, (as it has always occurr'd in 
the Order of my Meditations upon the 
preſent Subject) is this, Whether Enter- 
courſes of Friendſhip be bottom'd upon 
the Neceſſities and Inſufficiency of Indi- 
viduals, that is to ſay, whether it is 
one Man's Intention in commuting good 
Offices with another, to reap that Profit, 
and compaſs thoſe Ends which he can- 
not obtain without an Abettor ; nor his 
Aſſiſtant without him. It may be que- 
ſttioned, I fay, whether Friendſbip is the 
Reſult of any ſuch Origin as this. And 
indeed it is notorioully the Iſſue of a 
much more honourable Principle, ante- 
cedent to any ſuch in its Virtue and O- 
peration, and a more immediate Dictate 
and Admonition of Nature. Tis Amor, 
| | Love; 
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Love; whence the very Word Amicitia, 
Friendſhip ; the Charm that unites Aﬀec- 
tions, and kindles a Zeal of promoting 
mutual Intereſts. "Tis enough toward 
ſecuring the main Chance, and feathering 
our Neſts, a Shew or Oſtentation of 
Friendſhip, the Officiouſneſs of a Syco- 
phant. But Gloſs and Varniſh are re- 
pugnant to the Being of true Friend- 
thip, which is all over Sterling and Free- 
choice: So that we can affirm it, upon 
ſure Grounds, that it is not ſo much from 
any Senſe of our Wants and Weakneſs, 
as from the natural Bent of our Incli- 
nations that Friendſhip takes its Birth; 
and the Probability of any Gain or Ad- 
vantages we may make of it contributes 
very little towards effecting of that which 
commences from 4 ſincere, voluntary, af- 
feftionate Propenfity and Converſion of 
Soul to Soul. The Virtue and Impor- 
tance of this Principle is very diſcerni- 
ble alſo in the animal World. It ſets 
forth itſelf moſt remarkably in the Fond- 
neſs which paſſes between the old ones 
and their Offspring, during the Infancy 
of the latter. But human Nature ex- 
preſſes it in more evident and lively Diſ- 
coveries. As, firſt of all, in the pious 
and paſſionate Love of the Parent to the 
Child, and the Child to the Parent ; the 


Neglect 
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Neglect or Violation of which is mon- 
ſtrous. And fo, Secondly, in that Con- 
currence and Harmony of Affections 
which ſpring from a Likeneſs and Uni- 
formity of moral Actions and Inclina- 
nations between this Man and *tother, 
when they ſhoot the Reſplendency of 
their Virtues upon one another's Souls, 
till the Luminaries from either Side cloſe 
into one. It cannot be otherwiſe, till 
VIRTUE ceaſes to be what it is, even 
the moſt attractive and amiable Thing in 
the World. Hence we fall in Loye fo 
frequently with thoſe that we have ne- 
ver ſet Eyes upon, purely from the Fame 
and Character of their Virtue and Probity. 
As who can avoid admiring and careſſing 
the very Names of Fabricius and Curius, 
tho' he never beheld their Perſons? or 
afford a favourable Thought to the Me- 
mory of a Tarquin, a Spurius Caſſius, or 
a Melius? The two moſt formidable 
Enemies and accompliſhed Generals that 
ever diſputed with us for Dominion and 
Sovereignty, were Pyrrbus and Hannibal. 
» Pyrrhus had Honour and Integrity in 
him, and upon that Account has always 
extorted our good Opinion and Reſpect: 
Hannibal behaved himſelf barbarouſly and 
inhumanly, and no Roman will ever 
mention him without Reſentment 1 * 
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Abhorrence. Now if Honeſty and Ge- 
neroſity have ſuch a Power over us that 
we cannot forbear being enamoured of 
them, not only when we meet with them 
in Inſtances that we were never acquain- 
ted with, but in others too, even Ene- 
mies; no Wonder the Minds of Men, 
united in an habitual Intimacy, ſhould 
be captivated by the mutual Contem- 
plation of one another's Virtue and 
Goodneſs. Further, by that Time theſe 
initial Impreſſions of Favour and Eſteem, 
by canſtant and continual Converſation, 
Exchange of Benefits, and all the Overt- 
acts and Evidences poſſible of a reci- 
procal Heartineſs and Confidence, have 
attain'd their full Age and Strength, the 
Friendſhip flames out, in the moſt paſſi- 
onate and vigilant Ambition, between 
the Parties, to gratify and oblige one 
another. To aſcribe no better an Ori- 
ginal to ſuch an Ardour as this, than 
a Scantineſs and Incompetency of Cir- 
cumſtances, as if *twere good for nothing 
but to ſtop a gap, and to keep us furniſh- 
ed, is to leſſen and expoſe the Dignity 
of it extreamly. Beſides, if there were 
no more in it than this, it would follow, 
that the more a Man ſtood in need of 
Succours, he would be ſo much the bet- 
ter qualified and prepared for the Part 

and 
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and Purpoſes of Friendſhip; which is 
uite otherwiſe. For the tuller Depen- 
ence a Man has upon himſelf, the 
more he has of his own properly, that 
is, within himſelf; and the greater Plen- 
ty of Proviſion his Virtue and Wiſdom 
have ſecured to him, the better Hand, 
and the better Succeſs he will bave, both 
at contracting and cultivating an Alli- 
ance. Did Matters go fo ill with 4- 
fricanus or with me, that either he mult 
have been at a Lo's without me, or 
IT but for him? Never in this World. 
No, it was purely the Greatneſs and 
Goodneſs of his Soul that wedded me 
to him; as on the other Part he thought, 
at leaſt, he ſaw ſomething agreeable and 
recommending in my Demeanour, and 
this engaged him to me: And fo the 
_ we had known one another, and 
e more we had converſed, the 
ſtill we loved. I do — 4 
Union turn'd alſo to the Furtherance 
and Advantage of our private Concerns 
and Purſuits: But then it was not an 
Hope or Preconception of this that kind- 
led the Friendſhip. Tis not for Con- 
ſiderations of Toll and Cuſtom, that 
Publick-Spirited Gentlemen do all the 
Good they can among their Neighbours; 
but 
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but all ſuch Intentions are ſo very ra- 
tional and ſatis factory in themſelves, that 
they cannot forbear entertaining and pur- 
ſuing them. Liberality and Beneficence 
are above raking Intereſt. And fo it is 
in the Matter of Friendſhip; a Rela- 
tion that is ſo far from being founded 
upon mercenary Motives, that it over- 
looks all other Aims and Ends, but thoſe 
of an abſtracted and an abſolute Affec- 
im. "Tis no Matter for thoſe Brutes 
in human Shape, that make Pleaſure the 
ſole Inducement, and. the ſovereign End 
of Action. We have nothing to ſay to 
them, and let them not wonder at it. 
All the Faculties and Efforts of their 
Souls are proſtituted to ſuch an abject, 
inſamous Service, that it is no longer 
in their Power to look upward, and 
graſp at any noble or ſublime Ideas. 
And therefore we'll give the Voluptuary 
no farther Interruption. Tis enough if® 
we clearly apprehend for our ſelves, 
that Virtue and Gallantry, diſplaying and 
approving themſelves, are the Excellen- 
cies that beget Eſteem and Love, and put 
vs upon ingratiating and obliging Coun- 
ſels. No = — theſe Qualities diſ- 
covered, but we are infinitely taken with 
them; and then 'tis but natural to give 
our ſelves an Invitation, and make up 

to 
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to them, that is, when we have lifted 
the Man in our Favour, to get as nen 
him, and keep as cloſe to him, and t 
engroſs as much of the Benefit of his 
Example and Converſation as we can 
and fo to bring the Buſineſs about 2 
laſt, that there ſhall be no Love loſt be. 
tween the Parties, but each of them 
ſhall furniſh it in an equal Proportion, 
and at the fame Time be readier 
his own Part, at laying on an Obligr 
tion, than at looking after a Requital 
And this Competition, as it is every way 
handſom and generous, muſt be manage 
up to all the Principles of Sincerity and 
Pundtualities of Honour. Thus the one 
Propoſition, That we cannot be affured 
of the many valuable Events and Ad- 
vahtages that flow from Friendſhip, wil 
eafily be reconciled with the other, that 
it is not the Senſe of our own Imbeci- 
lity, or the Proſpect of Difficulties, 
but the Equity and Reaſonableneſs 0 
the Thing itſelf, which properly pro- 
duces that Relation, at leaſt with fer: 
ous and confidering Men. And fora 
much as right Conſequences and Cor- 
nexions are neceſſarily and immutably 
ſuch, for that very reaſon Friendſhip, if 
true and perfect in kind, muſt be like- 
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as if it owed its Birth and Subſiſtence 
to a Proſecution of private Ends, a Re- 
volution of Affairs would immediately 
put an End to it. I have given you the 
beſt Account I can of the Origin of 
Friendihip. Tis a Queſtion, Gentlemen, 
whether you wiſh for a Second Courſe. 


115 


FANN. Let us have it all, Sir, we 
beg of you being Scavola's Senior, 
I may ſpeak in the Plural. 


S Rv. "Tis granted, — Pray, Sir, 
proceed. : 


L# L. I ſhall my Forthies, to bring 
you acquainted with all that Set of Prin- 
ciples and Notions which Scipio and my 
ſelf, as we have been frequently con- 
vrerling upon the Subject of Friendſhip, 
have adjuſted and methodized. That 
Friends ſhould hold tight together, and 
keep up the mutual Relation without 
Abatement as long as they live, was, in 
Scipio's Apprehenſion, little leſs than mi- 
raculous. Sometimes their Deſigns and 
Intereſts happen to claſh: Sometimes 
they diſagree in their Politicks; and as 
he farther obſerved, Misfortune, Age, 
or the like, ſhall now and then bring a- 
bout ſuch a lamentable Alteration * a 

an's 
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Man's Temper and Courſe of Life, a fair 
one would hardly have imagined. Anne Part 
this (he would fay) is an Inconfſtancyſſhic Office 
that expreſſes itſelf to the Life betime her; 28 
in the Humour of young Children, thao turn 

are as fond of one another as can be for Hand in 
a while, but frequently forget their oldMKNeighbo 
Friends, when they come to leave of chen th 
their Hanging-fleeves. Or if by Chance m to 
they carry up their Unanimity beyond home, t 
their Minority, then freſh Occafions of 
dividing come on, as Gaming, Drinking, 
Rivalſhip, a Wife's Perſuaſion, or ma- 
ny Times the Chaſe of one and the 
ſame Game, which 'tis impoſſible for 
both of them to go away with. And 
yet if they ſhould have the Luck to ſteer 
their Aﬀettions cleaverly thro? all theſe 
Rocks, tis odds but when they are grown 
old and diſcreet enough to ſet to publick 
Buſineſs, and puſh forward for Poſts of 
Honour and Preferment, they fall out 
As indeed there is nothing that breeds 
Animoſities and Breaches among the Ge- 
nerality of Mankind, more than Avarice Wc 
and Selfiſhneſs; and 'tis often ſeen that WW Favo 
even the beſt of Men, when a Prize of Went i 
Dighity Grandeur and Glory has warm'd cher 


them with Emulation, of the deareſt {Wit n 
Friends and Confederates, become the Won, | 
very worſt of Enemies, And then far- 
ther, 


Tully of Fx1zNnDsSHI1P. 117 
er, it blows up the firſt Foundations 


Life, Fa fair Correlpondence, when one of 


eir old 


we of 


Chance 
deyond 
ons of 
nking, 
r ma- 
d the 
e for 
And 
I ſteer 
theſe 
zroun 
blick 
ts of 
out : 
reeds 
> Ge- 
arice 
that 

ze of 
rm'd 

areſt 

the 

far- 

her, 


And 
nftancy 
betimez 
„ that 
be for 


e Parties will impoſe any diſhonoura- 
le Office or Negotiation upon the o- 
her; as if (ſuppoſe) he ſhould ask him 
0 turn Procurer for him, or lend his 
Hand in any villanous Deſign upon his 
eighbour. The Refuſer, (honeſt Man!) 
hen the Propoſer finds he cannot work 
him to a Compliance, ſhall be charged 
home, to be ſure, with Breach of F aith 
and Friendſhip. As on the Propoſer's 
Part, the Freedom and Boldneſs of De- 
mand itſelf is in Effect as much as to 
hay, That he would ſcorn to ſtick out at 
any Thing to oblige his Friend. The 
Flouriſh and Fallacy of this Pretext ad- 
miniſters Matter for laſting InveCtives 
and Complaints; and then all Entercour- 
ſes of Kindneſs and Familiarity are at 
an End, and the blackeſt Reſentment 
and Rancour take poſſeſſion in the room 
of them. Now 3 the hs de- 
ſperate Malignancies, Scipio well knew to 
be ſo numerous and epidemical, that he 
concluded the Man muſt be no leſs a 
Favourite of Fortune, than a Profici- 
ent in Wiſdom, that comes off clear of 
them all to the laſt, And here, firſt, 
it may be proper, with your Permiſſi- 
on, Gentlemen, to confider how far "wy 
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and Favour are allowed to govern in the 
Prattice of a friendly Part. For the 
Purpoſe; Was there an Obligation in- 
cumbent upon Coriolanus's Friends and 
Well-wiſhers, to join him in his Out- 
rage and FHoſtilities againſt the Lives 
and Liberties of his Country-men ? Or 
upon thoſe of Viſcellinus (or Spurin 
Melius) to be Tools to his Ambition, 
and lift him into a Throne? No ſoon- 
er Tiberius Gracchus begun to carve for 
himſelf, and fall foul upon the Com- 
mon-wealth, but you ſee, Quintus Tube- 
ro and all the reſt of his Friends that 
were upon a Level with him, renoun- 
ced the Wretch. On the contrary; 
Caius Bloſſius of Cuma, (that by the 
way met with very kind and civil En- 
tertainment) Scævola, among your Re- 
lations, that Time that he apply'd to 
me, as being a Joint- Commiſſioner with 
Lenas and Rupilius the Conſuls, and 
then ſitting upon Buſineſs, to make his 
Peace, and procure his Pardon, hoped 
he ſaid, I would take Pity on him, and 


ſtand his Friend for this Reaſon, be- 
cauſe truly Gracchus had always had 
1uch an Aſcendant over him, and fuch 
a free Power to determine him, that 
he had conceived he had no more to 
do than to put in Execution * 

c 
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he other directed. Very well, faid I, 
- {Wuppoſe he had bid you go and ſet 


I 

I 5 ire to the Capitol, would you have 
is Our. Pbeyd your Orders? He reply'd, he 
Lives Ns confident ſuch a Thing as that 
12 Old never have enter'd into Gracchus's 


Head. However, ſaid I again; Sup- 
pole at leaft, he had declared ic his 
> ſoon. Win and Pleaſure? Why then he con- 
ve for feis'd he ſhould have gone about it im- 
Com. I nediately. What a frightful Diſcovery 
The. Wot himſelf was this! and yet as horrid 
: tha: Wis it looks in the Expreſſion, his Pra- 
noun. dice made it appear he meant worſe 
rary; chan he ſpoke. For the Truth on't is, 

r cannot be ſaid he followed Gracchus's 
Fortunes, or abetted his ſeditious and 
extravagant - Deſigns ; becauſe he led him 
the Way, and out-ſhot him at Enter- 
prizing: Till at laſt the Terror of a 
freſh Indictment, iſſuing out againſt him, 
ſent the Mad-man packing into Aja, 
where he join'd himſelf a Volunteer 
to a foreign Enemy, and paid dear e- 
nough in good Time, for his Perfidiouſ- 
neſs and Obſtinacy. To do an ill Thing, 
and then think to come off, with ſaying 
it was done at the Inſtance of a Friend, 
tis ridiculous. It has already been 
proved, that the good Opinion which 
one Man has of another's Virtue, * 
the 
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the Riſe and Radix of Friendſhip and 
then what becomes of the Friend, when 
the Man degenerates ? In a limited Sende, 
*tis a fundamental Rule, and whoever 
obſerves it ſtrictly, muſt be allowed to 
have reached the fartheſt Perfection of 
human Wiſdom; that as Friends have 
Liberty in general, to crave Aſſiſtances 
and Favours at one another's Hands, ſo 
they are obliged as frankly and definite- 
ly to exchange them, that is to fay, 
when the Propoſal is innocent and juſti- 
fiable: For it muſt be remember'd, that 
we deal in no other ſort of Friends at 
this Time, but ſuch as the World af. 
fords; ſuch as we have met with in Lite, 
or got Notice of, either from the Re- 
rt, or the Remains of thoſe that went 
fore us. This is the real Claſs of 
Friends, out of which we gather our In- 
ſtances, even thoſe of the firft Order and 
Eminence in the School of Wiſdom. 
Common Fame and Tradition have ce- 
lebrated the faſt Friendſhip and Famili- 
arity of Papus AEmilius, with Cain, 
Luſcinus. They were join'd in the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Conſulat twice, and 
twice Fellow Cenſors. Marcus Curins, 
and Titus Coruncanius, were very great 
with them too, (lays the Teſtimony of 
their Cotemporaries) as well as with one 
| another. 
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mother. Theſe now were Perſons of ſo 
clear a Character, that we cannot ima- 
gine any one of them would have offer- 
ed to impoſe upon his Confederate, the 
doing or improving of any Thing incon- 
ſtent with the Laws of Honour, or the 
Obligation of Oaths and publick Duty. 
That were a nonſenſical Suppoſition. Or 
if one or other of them could have pre- 
vailed with himſelf to make fuch a Mo- 
tion, (and there is not an Ace to chooſe, 
between propoſing a Piece of Wicked- 
neſs, and the Practice) I am perfectly 
ſatisfied the other would have ſhewed 
himſelf a Man of more Conſcience and 
Religion than to encourage or aſſent to 
it, No, ſuch as theſe would never have 
danced after Gracchus's Pipe; as Caius 
Carbo did, and ſo Caius Cato too, and 
Gracchus's own Brother Caius; tho' for 
his Part it muſt be confefſed he did 
not att half fo furiouſly in the Begin- 
ming, as he has done ſince. So then 
here is the leading and principal Provi- 
% in the Charter of Friendihip, that 
Friends are not allowed to put one ano- 
ther upon unwartantable Counſels or 
Undertakings, nor to comply when they 
are ſuggeſted: And *ris as filly a Plea 
as *tis a ſcandalous one, in Excuſe or 
Palliation of a — eſpecially 

Of 
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of an Offence againſt the Government, 


to proteft I had never done it but to 
gratify my Friend. The publick Feli- 
City, Peace and Order muſt be looked to 
in the firſt Place: We are all of us, 
I take it, Gentlemen, in our ſeveral Sta- 
tions, as ſo many political Centinels and 
Watchmen, and ought to overlook all 
mtermediate Objefts, to get what In- 
telligence we can of ſuch Events as are 
gathering upon the Commonwealth. Our 
redeceſſors were eagerly devoted to 
this Part of their Duty: Twere well 
it we regarded it as folicitoufly now-a- 
days. Nothing would ſerve Tiberius 
Gracchus but he muſt be a Monarch; 
and really for ſome Months together 
his Majeſty govern'd the World at Will 
This was a Curioſity, the firſt of the 
Kind, that had ever appeared in Rome. 
And how far the curſed Effects of it 
advanced, after himſelf was removed 
out of the Way, by the malicious Ac- 
tivity of his Friends and Relations, 
to the Prejudice of Scipio, it makes, my 
Heart Bleed when I recollect it. Me 
mult be content, I warrant you, with 
the Execution that has lighted on the 
Head of Tiberius Gracchus; and his Ac- 
complice Carbo muſt come to no Hurt, 
tor the World. And Caius the 
I ro- 
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rn Brother is juſt now ſtepping into the 
mn Tribunitial 8 ow fatal the 
k Fel. Conſequences may prove tis very eaſy 
to foreſee; I with the Proſpet were 


p. 


ked 
_ I more agreeable. Ambition and Faction 
ral Sta. Mare thriving hardy Weeds; when they 


ho ance begin to infeſt a Soil, they will 
ok = ſpread, and ſhoot out, and * to 
at Tn fed in Spight of all Arts and Endea- 
as are ours to ſtop the Progreſs. Of this, 
Our to our Detriment and Diſcredit, we 
ted to! bave had an undeniable Evidence in 
the Inconveniences of thoſe two Laws; 


re well 
1ow-a. the Gabinian firſt, and then the Caſſian 
-berius Nenacted about two Years after. In a 


arch; Word, Things are brought to ſuch a 
"ether Pals, that the Senate and the People 
"Will, Dre upon the Brink of Scparation ; and 
f the our ſovereign Lords the People are in a 
fair Way to have their Will of us. And 


4 no Wonder, as long as the Generality 
oved e ſo much better diſpoſed to learn 
Ac- che proper Methods of promoting theſe 
tions, lõnovations, than of Preventing or Sup» 
1 my prefling them. To accommodate all this 
mes the Matter in hand; Take Notice, 


that no body would be ſo mad as to 


= embark in any ſuch pernicious Attempts, 
Ac. chat did not rely upon the Strength and 
Iurt, Reſolution of his humble Servants. And 


therefore, whenever it happens that 


the 
8 G 2 Men 


Bro- 
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norance and Inadyertency contract Ac. 
quaintance with fuch Interlopers az 
theſe, let them be cautious how they 
countenance or come on with them in any 
- Deliberations, tending to the Damage 
of the Community, and receive it as a 
ſure and facred Axiom, that in all ſuch 
Caſes 'tis as much our Duty to leave 
dur Allies to themſelves, as to ftand by 
them in any other. Common Juſtice and 
Equity demand Satisfackion of the Cri. 
minals, and admit no Difference, in 
the Severity of the Infliction, between 
Principals and Inſtruments. ''"Fhemiſftorls 
was one of the braveſt among the Gre. 
cian Heroes, and withal one of the moſt 
popular and ſecure, He commanded in 
chief againſt the Perſians; and all Gree: 
was deep in Arrears to his' Courage and 
Conduct in that War, for the Preſer- 
vation of her Liberties: But the Glo- 
ry of the Action created him ſo much 
Envy, and gave Occaſion to ſo many 
Fealonfies and Suſpicions againſt him, 
chat he loſt his own; for he was driven 
into Baniſhment; and this Foul-dealing 


and Ingratitude was ſuch an intolerablc 
Provocation, that in Spight of all the 
Expoſtulations of his Conſcience, he 
could not forbear reſenting it in as _ 

ent 
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Int a Manner as Coriolanus attempted to 
rerenge himſelf upon us about Iwenty 
Years ago. But the beſt on't is, not a 
Man among all the old Friends of either 
elpouſed the trayterous Cauſe 3 and the 
Dilappointment run both of them at 
laſt upon the deſperate Expedient of 
{ending themſelves out of the World. 
Upon the whole then, tis very clear 
againft the pretended good Nature of 
ſome People, that reckon themſelves li- 
cenſed to come at the Call of their 
Friends, tho it ſhould be to maſſacre 
their Countrymen : That the Tyes or 
Temptations. of Friendſhip are by no 
Means pleadable by Way of Apology 
for any ſuch treaſonable Unions or At- 
ſociations as deſerve the very harſkeſt 
Animadverſions of the Law. Aud at this 
Time of Day, conſidering how the Nord 
bas gone, and is like 10 go, I look upon 
this to be a very ſeaſonable Caution. For 
thus far I am ſure I can vouch for my 
ſelf, that I am as ſollicitous as any Man, 
in Reference to the preſent Poſture of 
the publick Affairs, and no leſs about 
the future Diſpoſition and Progreſs of 
them, when I ſhall be ſleeping in my 
Grave. Here then let us fix the Foot 
of Friendſhip immutably upon this De- 
termination, that we are never to re- 
G 3 queſt 
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queſt any Thing from a Friend, bu Neigh 
what is fair and honourable, and undeſ viſeſt 
that Proviſo, to ſuccour and ſupporM war 
him all that lyes in our Power; ani us: 

that with a dextrous, impatient Alacri .. "a 


ty; never to demur or heſitate, but ty impol 
get the Start of his Occaſions, and pre. 

vent his Addreſs; and particularly to 
think our ſelves happy when we can 
help him with our Advice or Diſcove. 


ries. For wholeſom Admonitions and * 
Counſels from the Lips of a Friend are peop 
of oracular Authority: And as we ought not! 
to lay them cloſe and home (in ſome hum 
Caſes, without Reſerve ' or Indulgence) i time 
ſo we ought co be concluded by them prin 
And therefore, I confeſs, I ſhould ac- &ca 
knowledge thoſe Paradoxes upon the for 
Head of Fr jendſhip, that are attributed are 
to the Grecian Sages, (as they are ca-WM the 
led) to be very ſingular and 'remarka-W neſ⸗ 
ble Theſes indeed! but that for banter- ing 


ing and bearing down, they never had WM tha 
their Equals. Have a Care (ſay they) Fo 
whatever you do, of a Multitude of {© 
Friends: For the more a Man has of 
them, he has the Care and Tendance 
of ſo many the more Interefts to make "X 
him anxious and uneaſy; whereas every pr 
Man finds Trouble and Plague enough th 
in looking after his own, without ham- 


pering 
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pering himſelf with the Concerns of his 
Neighbours : And that therefore tis the 
wiſeſt Way to let our beſt Intentions io 
towards one another hang looſe upon 4 | 


us; that we may reſtrain or exert them 9 
as we ſe convenient: For that it is = 
impoſſible we can be happy till the Wh, 
main Chance is ſecured; till we have rid. $# 
our Souls of Sollicitude and Suſpence ; * 
which can never be the Condition of 7 
that Man that's every Day perhaps C if | 
a body may fay ſo) in Travail of other 
People's Burthens. am told there was 
another Gang of them that affronted 
human Nature, and ſneak d in their Sen- 
timents worſe than the former. Their 
Principle was this, (and I have remon- 
ſtrated already to it) that in laying out 
for Friends, and contracting Intimacies, we 
are never to be ſway' d or influenced by 
the Motive of pure abſtracted Kind- 
neſs, but by that of our own well- be- 
ing and convenience. That hence it is, 
that the leſs able we are to puſh our 
Fortunes, and ftand upon our own Legs; 
ſo much the more we are diſpoſed to 
make our ſelves as many Friends as we 
can: So the weaker Sex is more care- 
ful and concerned about Support and 
Proteftion, than the Men, the Poor than 
the Rich, and the Unfortunate than the 
G 4 Thriving. 
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Thriving. But then of ſuch wonderii1 
and excellent Importance is the OFce-. 
nomy of Wiſdom, and fo very ſubſtan. 
tial and fatisfallory a Bleſſing has the 
Goodneſs of Heaven intended us in the 
_ Reiation of true Friendſhip, chat the 
Sun itſelf may as well be ſpared and 
{truck cut of the great Syſtem as Fami- 
Itarity and Benevolence. What Occa- 
lion therefore can there be for the Pa- 
lis of Self-Intereft and Security? II; 
true, theſe Things are far from diſobli- 
ging or contemptible, but for all that, 
Duty will lay her Commands upon ns 
to cepart from them in many Caſes. 
What ſhall we fay to the Man that re- 
faies to have a Hand in any honourable 
Project or Performance, or drops it, 
half-way, to fave himfelf a Trouble? 
In ſhort, if Sollicitade, Reſtraint and 
Caution, are aitogether inconſiſtent with 
Happineſs, why don't we ſhake Hands 
with Virtue itſelf? Unleſs you'll fay 
there's nothing of Self- Denial and Mor- 
tification in curbing our Appetites, croſ- 
ſing upon vicious Inclinations, and ſpurn- 
ing irregular Satis factions; as there can- 
not be a fiercer Oppoſition, or a more 
direct Contrariety than between Gencro- 
fity and Malevolence, Temperance and 
Licentiouſneſs, Courage and Cowardiſe. 

Accor- 
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Accordingly, nothing diſturbs a rigid 


Obſerver of Juſtice fo much as Foul- 
dealing: And there is nothing more 
nauſeous to a Man of Spirit than Fears 
ſulnels and Dejection, or more offenſive 
to modeſt Eyes and Ears than Obſceni- 
ty and Impudence. To ſpeak it all at 
once; Whoſoever has his Mind rightly 
diſciplined and diſpoſed, he cannot chule 
but be delighted with every Action 
and Intention that 1s truly meritorious . 
and commendable, and as little avoid be- 
ing troubled at the contrary. Since 
there fore the wiſe and good Man's 
Mind is by no Means exempt from 
Anxietics and Conflicts; neither can be, 
till we ſuppoſe him diveſted of ſuch 
Principles and Affections as are proper 
to his Nature; can it be reaſonable to 
caſhier the Confidences and Communi- 
cations of Friendſhip, becauſe they may 
involve us in Cares and Difficulties ? 
Alas! were it poſſible for theſe Im- 
preſſions to take hold of us; what is it 
that ſhould diftinguiſh a Man from a 
Brute? I ought to have ſaid, from a 
Stone or a Stump, or any Thing elſe 
as inſenſible? Virtue, if youll believe 
ſome People, is a Sort of Flirt or Ada- 
mant, but we know better Things than 


to believe them. For we are ture, ſhe 
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takes all Opportunities to ſhew her {| 
good-natur'd, condeſcending and compaſ 
ſionate; particularly in the Offices and 
Sympathies of Friendſhip. We are elena. 


ted and tranſported at a Friend's Suc. 


ceſs, and quite damp'd and down in the 
Month at his Diſappointment. Upon 
the Matter then, we may e'en as wel 
ſer aſide the Practice of Virtue, becauſe 
tis ſomewhat inconvenient, and hard up- 
on us, as waſh our Hands of good Neigh- 
bourhood and Friendſhip upon an Appre- 
benſion of the Vexations and Cares thok 
Engagements muſt frequently bring upon 
us. Befides, as I took Notice to ycu 
before, when the Principles and Reſolu- 
tions of an exalted Soul have diſcovered 
themſelves, the Mind that reſembles and 
anſwers it in its Excellencies is o'conrſe, 
as it were, abſorpt into't; and then tis 
impoſſible but they ſhould agree very 
well together. How many Guegaws and 
Trifles are there, as Dignity, Pomp and 
Fame, fine Houſes, fine Clothes and 
Accoutrements, upon which we ſettle 
our very beft Aﬀettions? And is a Mind 


eſpouſed and conſecrated to Virtue, capa- 
ble as it is of conceiving and returning 
the good Graces of Benevolence, an Ob- 
feft that can't warm us into Fondneſs 
and Admiration ? Eſpecially ſince tis one 
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of the moſt delightful and reliſhing En- 
tertainments in the World, to be requit- 
ing Courteſies, and exchanging Obliga- 
tions. Then there is another, a very ap- 
polite and a very material Conſide- 
ration, which -ought to go along with 
the former ; that no one natural Cauſe 
perhaps in the World brings on an Ef- 
tet ſo neceſſarily, as Likeneſs and Uni- 
formity beget Favour and Friendſhip ; 
and conſequently one good Man cannot 
avoid loving another, and courting a 
Correſj e with him, as his near 
Kinſman and Relation, on the Part of 
his Diſpoſition and his Intentions. For 
nothing more eagerly affects and catches 
congemal Qualities than Nature. So 
that ftill, my Friends, we are ſure of our 
Conſequence, that it is really out of 
the Power of good Men to keep their 
Inclinations unengaged to one another ; 
and this is the right Original of true 
Friendſhip, as meant and provided in 
the Order of Nature. Obſerve withal, 
that a Benevolence thus derived, is very 
extenſive; and ſpreads itielf over publick 
Bodies and large Communities. Virtue 
is the moſt familiar and conformable, 
the moſt munificent and publick-ſpirited 
Thing in the World: Iis the beſt Po- 
licy, and the ſureſt Preſervative for States 
G 6 and 
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and Empires; and *tis certain it could 
not be fo, if it cramped a good Mean- 
ing, and allowed itſelt to put a Neglect 
upon Perſons, even of the loweſt Order 
nd Diſtinction. The Truth on't is, by 
reſolving the Sum and Subſtance of 
Friendſhip into Conſiderations and Pro- 
jections of Advantage or Lucre, we 
leave out the principal Ingredient, and 
the ſweeteſt too. For after all, *tis not 
fo much the Value and Importance of 
a Friend's Aſſiſtance or Services that 
yield us a Pleaſure, as the Frankneſf 
and Fervor of his Intentions, *Tis a 
hearty and good Meaning in the Breaſt 
of my Benefadtor, that gives the reliſh- 
ing Briskneſs and the laſt Grace to a 
good Turn; and the Conſciouſneſs of 
oar own Occaſions and Weakneſs is of 
15 little Confequence to the Being of 
Friendſhip, that thoſe People are general- 
ly the moſt forward to gratify and oblige, 
that are better fenced and furniſhed with 
all Plenty of external Accommodatior.s, 
and which is more, with virtuous In- 
clinations and Reſolutions within; the 
ſureſt Bottom, and the beit Stake in 
the Hedge. And yet ic may be necel- 
fary perhaps in ſome Meaſure, that 
Friends ſhould have Occaſion to make 
Ulle of one another. As tor Inſtance, 
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had not Scipio found it convenient ſome- 
times to call upon his Friend for his 
Help or Advice, at Home or Abroad, 
the Commerce of our Studies and FE .xer- 
ciſes, as well as Aﬀettions, muſt have lan- 
guiſh'd and flagg'd for want of Retreſhing. 
All this while, the good Effects of theſe 
Commuications and Aſſiſtances were a Su- 
perſtructure upon a Foundation of Friend- 
ip, and not the Foundation itſelf. And 
theretore there's Notice to be taken of 
the Problems which your mercenary 
Men of Pleaſure advance upon us, when 
they let their Tongues run about Friend- 
ſip; a thing they have never had any 
Experience or Notion of. Let them 
ſuppoſe or pretend what they will; yet 
where (in the Name of Goodneſs!) will 
they find us out the Mortal that could 
be well-contented to wallow in Wealth, 
to batten and revel in Superfluities, ac- 
cepting it as a Condition, that he ſhould 
be a Friend to no Body, and no Body 
to him? This is juſt ſuch a bleſſed State 
of Life as Tyrauts may brag of, che- 
quer'd with Ten 'Thouland Apprehenſi- 
ons and Horrors, deſtitute ot all gene- 
rous Aſſurances and hearty Meanings, 
and which excludes the poſſibility of a 
conſtant Benevolence, or a ſerious Friend- 
ſhip. For what a wonderful good Un- 
| derſtand- 
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ing is there like to be between 
Man and Man, fo long as one fears to- 
ther; or t'other, as he has Reaſon to 
believe, ſtands in fear of him? *Tis true, 
the Part may be acted, and the Cere- 
mony go on till the Pretenders get a ſafe 
Opportunity of ſhewing themſebves. But 
then at laſt, when Providence, either by 
Death, or otherwiſe, has once put it out of 
the Power of an Uſurper or an Oppreſſor 
to revenge himſelf; O then ! how ſoon it 
appears, what Faithful Servants, and Loyal 
Subjefts be had of thoſe complying Crea- 
tures that had devoted themſelves to his 
Ends and Intereſt / Even thus the Story 
goes of Tarquin, that he ſhould fay in 
his Exile, he was never able till then 
to diſtinquiſh his trueſt Friends from 
his falſe *ones, when he was out of at 
Capacity to make either of them ſuit- 
able Returns; tho' as for the for- 
mer, I can hardly perſuade myſelt ſuch 
a harſh imperious Maſter could have 
reckon'd upon any one Man in the 
World as ſuch. Tis altogether uncon- 
ceivable, how any Rational Being would 
take Part in good earneſt with another 
that had the Misfortune to carry ſuch 
disobliging Qualities about him. Nay, 
and very often the Advantages of Pow- 
er and Fortune betray us into 17 — 
ca- 


Tully of FRIiENDSHIir. 135 


Meaſures, and render the Covenants of 
Combination precarious and unſecure. 
Twere well, could Fortune be content- 
ed to be blind by herſelf; but there's 
the Vexation, if the beſtows her Favours 
upon you, tis ten to one but ſhe ruins 
your Eye-ſight too: As we commonly 
ſee what arrogant over-grown Fops ſhe 
makes of her Favourites; and certamly 
there is nothing in Nature fo very per- 
verſe and unmanageable as a Fool when 
the World goes well with him. But ſo 
it is, and general Experience proves it, 
that an acceſſion of Riches and Power 
is apt to turn the Brain, to curdle a 
Diſpoſition naturally mild and courteous, 
and to put us upon Projects of diſcard- 
ing our old Confidents, and calling 4 
zew Miniſtry. But all this while, what 
a Miracle of Wiſdom ſhall we reckon 
that Man, that applies all his Eftate, his 
Intereſt, and his Wit, to the purchaſing 
of more Poſſeſſions and Chatrels, as new 
Sets of Horſes, and Suits of Cloaths, 
Plate, Slaves, Fc. yet never employs his 
rtunitics, or troubles his Head to 
provide himſelf the moſt valuable and 
ornamental Appurtenance of Life, and 
that is the Security and Comfort of good 
Friends ? We know not but the Pains 
and Expences we are at to fetch in all 
other 
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other Accommodations may turn in the 
Iſſue to other People's Account, and the 
Harveſt of them eſcheat into Foreign 
Hands; as being liable and paſſive to all 
Violences of Invaſion, and Rapine ; but 
Friendſhip is a fixt and an unalienable 
Tenure, and contributes in ſuch a mea- 
ſare to the Happinels of Life, that tho' 
we could truſt to the Bounties of For- 
tune ever ſo much, yet the Benevolen- 
cies and Benefits of Friendſhip and Con- 
verſe dedutted once, we had better be out 
of the World. And ſo much for the right 
Original and Nature of Friendſhip. We 
are next to define the Latitude and Ex- 
tent of that Love and Zeal which is pro- 
per to this Relation, that is, to what a 
degree Friends are oblig'd to value and 
ſerve one another. Now about this 
Matter there are three ſeveral Opini- 
ons; but I could never be ſatisfy d with 
any of them. The firit is, that we are 
to love and conſider our Friends as much 
as our ſelves: The next; That we are 
to love them juſt as well and no further, 
than they love us: The third; That 1 
owe my Friend the fame Concern and 
Regard which I obſerve him to have for 
himſelf, I know not how to acquieſce 
in e'er a one of theſe three Determi- 
nations. Not in the firſt of them; That 
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we ought to be as kind to our Friends 
43 to our ſelves, becauſe there are mul- 
tudes of Caſes, in which a Man would 
hardly ſtir upon his own Account, and yet 
acts very readily in behalf of his Friend; 
as in the Caſe of importuning a Favour, 
oc deprecating a Severity at the hands of 
a Raſcal that's beneath our Applica- 
tion; or as when we take up the Cud- 
gels for a Friend, and ſuſſer ourſelves to 
irik? out into Paſſion and Vehemence in 
the vindication of him. Such a Conduct, 
when we undertake the Cauſe of a Friend, 
5 truly commendable and generous ; which 
would be very unbecoming if the Con- 
cern were dur own.. Beſides, how fre- 
quently does it happen that a Man of 
Honour and Gallantry relinquiſhes all his 
own Title to an Advantage, that his 


Friend may take it to himſelf, and make 


his beſt on't ? As for the Second Opinion, 
That one Friend's Affections and Cour- 
teſies are to keep an equal Pace and Pro- 
portion with another's; Tis as fantaſti- 
cal an Extream, tis making a Drug of 
Friendſhip, and detailing returns of Kind- 
nels by Drams and Scruples. Certainly, 
rather true Friendſhip enlarges the Soul, 
Impregnates it with Principles of Muni- 
hicence, and ſcorns to be preciſe in bal- 
luncing Accounts. Tis never Appre- 

henſi ve 
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henſive or concern d, left it ſhould over- 
charge an Occaſion, make waite of Fa- 
vours, and ſwell the common Stock too 
fall. But the third Propoſition, That 1 


owe my Friend the ſame Concern and 


Regard which 1 obſerve him to have 
for himſelf, is worſe than all the reft. 
As for Example ; How often does it 
happen, that pinching Circumſtances, 
and a declining Fortune, break a Man's 
Spirit, and throw him almoſt into Di- 
ſtraction or Deſpondency ? In ſuch a Caſe, 
I ſuppoſe it may be my Duty to do by 
my Friend, as I would be done by, and 
not as he deals by himſelf; that is, to 
keep him in Heart, and him with 
good Preſages as much as I can. So that 
upon the matter, we mult look out fur- 
ther to find the true extent of that Love, 
which follows the Relation of Friend- 
ſhip. But firſt of all, give me leave to 
take notice of a foul Poſition, which Sa- 
pio never gave any Quarter to; and it 


was this, That the Love of Friends 


ought to be limited with Reſerves and 
Abatements for the poſſibility of a future 
Diſagreement. This, he ſaid, was a Di 
rection moſt dangerous and repugnant to 
the Intereſt of true Friendſhip ; and that 
for his part, tho? it paſs'd in the World 
for the Saying of Bias, 22 

| ges 


b. 
1 over- 
Wf Fa- 
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Sages, he never could believe it was his, 
but an Expreſſion that fell from ſome 
ſorry Wretch or other, perhaps from 
ſome aſpiring Politician, or infatiable Op- 
prefſor : As if I could ſuppoſe myſelf a 
real Friend to any Man, as long as I 
leave myſelf at Liberty to hate him. By 
the very ſame Argument, a Man might 
reaſonably make it his Prayer , that his 
Friend may laſh out into a thouſand Im- 
prudencies and Miſcarriages, for fear him- 
ſelf ſhould want Matter and Pretence e- 
nough to exerciſe his Talent of Rebuke 
upon. And fo for the fame reaſon, it 
muft cut him to the Heart ; whenever 
his Friend takes right Meaſures, and 
Heaven gives a Bleſſing to them. Now 
then ſuch a Doctrine, (let whos” wili be 
the Broacher of it) to what purpoſe 
can it ſerve, unleſs it be to render all 
Friendſhip Impracticable, and deſtroy the 
very Notion of it ? Rather we ought 
to have been warn'd againſt ſettling a 
Friendſhip with any Man, that I have 
cauſe to believe I ſhall, be tempted to 
break with hereafter. Or in caſe the 
Covenants are already Ratified, and we 
have raſhly entangled ourſelves in an un- 
ſuitable Alliance, Scipio was by all Means 
for keeping it up, and obſerving it invio- 
lably, rather than that the Engagements of 

. Friend- 
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Friendſhip ſhould be limited to a certain 
Term of Continuance. Now therefore [ 
take the full Compaſs of a genuine Friend- 
thip to reach thus far, That the Morals 
of the Men being fairly concluded, and 
prov'd to be regular and unexceptionable, 
tis preſum d of the Parties combin'd, 
that they cannot but move parallel in an 
abſolute, indefinite Communication of In- 
tereſts, and an exquiſite Concurrence of 
Intentions and Counſels ; even to ſuch a 
degree of Tenderneſs and Generoſity, 
that if my Friend ſhould be ſo unhap- 
Py as to incur the Danger of forfeiting 
Life or Reputation, by any ſuch indil- 
creet Practices as I could not allow my- 
ſelf to abet him in, yet, unleſs his 
Cauſe ſhould be ftrangely Scandalous in- 
deed, I ſhould think I ought to give 
my Conſcience all the Line I can ho- 
neſtly, in Excuſe or Vindication of him: 
For there is a peculiar Licence and Per- 
miſſion due to the Dignity and Merit 
of the Relation that is between us. By 
the way, Reputation (let me tell ye,) is 
no inconſiderabfe Thing; and ſo far the 
Good>will and Efteem of our Country- 
men, tis true we are not to uſe any ſer- 
vile or finiſter Methods to procure it; 
but yet we have all the Reaſon in the 
World to value and ſeek it, becauſe it 
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promiſes well, and gives Life to Action 
and Enterprize. On the other hand, 
when Deſert goes before Favour and In- 
tereſt, and Virtue makes a Man Popu- 
lar; he's to blame if he flights the Ad- 
vantage. Once again to recommend you 
to Scipio, (for indeed his Diſcourſe was 
ſtrictly confin'd to the Subject of Friend- 
ſhip) he would frequently make us ſen- 
ſible how much it diſpleas'd him, that 
the generality of Mankind ſhould attend 
to all vulgar Concerns of Life with ſuch 
a Curioſity and Vigilance; that any Man 
mould be able at any time to give 
you an acount of every Lamb and Kid 
that belongs to him; and yet if you were 
to ask him how many Friends he has 
in ſtore, he knows nothing of the mat- 
ter : That in accommodating them- 
ſelves with inferior Conveniences, People 
mould proceed fo deliberately and care- 
fully; and yet fatisfie themſelves in the 
Choice of their Friends, with taking 
them at a venture, as they come, not 


thinking it worth the trouble to examin 


what are the diſtinguiſhing Qualificati- 
ons that we ſhould make a Judgment of 
the Perſons by, nor whether they meet 
with them in the People they choſe out. 
Now the Misfortune is, the Men that 
are only fit for our Purpoſe are ſown 

| 2 very 
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very thin in the World; Men of a vi- 
gorous Reſolution, and a ſteady Condut, 
And ' tis as hard to reſolve our ſelves whe- 
ther we have them or no, till we have try'd 
them ; as 'tis impoſſible to try them till 
after they have been ſome time Proba- 
tioners ; ſo that it ſeems our perſuaſion 
of its Congruity, muſt of neceſſity be ſub- 
ſequent to the Correſpondence itſelf; an 
Intimacy muſt be contracted with the 
Party, before we can tell what to make 
of the Friend. What then has a Man of 
Underftanding to do in this Caſe, but 
to keep his Inclinations as a Coach-man 
would a new Set of Horſes, under a 
ſtraight Rein, and within Command, 
till he's a little us'd to the Qualities and 
Temper of his new Acquaintance, and 
knows what he has to truſt to? The 
Temptation of an inconſiderable Gain, or 
the Influence even of a ſlender Fortune, 
ſhall have etſect enough upon ſome Men 
to make them expole their own Weak- 
neſs and Levity : Others, again, ſhall be 
Proof againſt all Second-rate Invitations, 
and yet diſcover themſelves at the Im- 
portunity of greater Advantages. Or let 
it be allow'd; that there are to be met 
with ſuch Inſtances of Generoſity, as 
will not ſuffer any Conſideracions of Mo- 
ney or Profit, how Forcible or Weighty 
ſoever, 
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ever, to come in Competition with the 
Sacredneis of Frienathip; yet whither 
muit we go to look for thoſe Gentle- 
men that thall find in their Hearts to 
poitpone Titles and Offices of Authority 
and Honour ; Prerogative, Power, and 
Dominion to it ? And when theſe, on 
one Side, would engroſs their beſt Af- 
fettions, and Friendſhip throws in a 
Claim on *tother, ſhall flight the former, 
and adhere to the latter? Let me tell 
you, tis a very hard Letſon to Fleſh and 
Blood, that of renouncing Pre-eminence 
and Power ; and moſt People take it for 
granted, that the Bulk and Value of the 
Privileges preferr'd by them, is a ſuffi- 
cient Excuſe to bring them off, if they 
ſhould purchaſe them at no leſs a Price 
than that of an ingenuous Friendihip : 
No wonder then that Examples occur fo 
very rarely of a real Confidence, and a 
ſerious Love among the great ones. Pro- 
duce me, it you can, that Miracle-of a 
Mortal that would offer his Friend the 
Refuſal of his Patent. To carry things 
tarther yet; How much does it go a- 
gainſt the Grain to venture Fortunes with 
other Peoples Fortunes, and ſhare their 
Dangers and Dittrefles ? The Man that 
wul refign up himielt thus far is a fort 
of a Phenix; and yet Ennizs is certain- 


ly 


144 Tully of Fx1txDsSH 1D. 
ly in the right on't where he tells us, 


"Tis hardly poſſible for Man to knoxy 
The Faith of Friends, till Fortune turn; 
his Foe. 


Mankind affords but a very ſmall num- 
ber of thoſe that do not unhappily be- 
tray their Littleneſs and Inconſiſtency, at 
leaſt in one or other of theſe two Fai- 
lures ; either by a contemptuous Beha. 
viour, when their own Circumſtances floy- 
rith and flatter them, or by a treache- 
rous Inactivity and Deſertion when thoſe 
of their Friends are at an Ebb. So that 
really the Man (whoever he is) that 
forfeits his Character neither way, but 
keeps his Poiſe, and approves himſelt ſe— 
riouſly and ſtedfaſtly determin'd in his 
friendly Intentions ; this Man is an Or- 
nament to Human Nature, or rather 
ſeems to tranſcend it. Now, the very 
Life and Eſſence of all that Firmneſs and 
Conſtancy which we here inſiſt upon, is 
Faithſulneſs and Sincerity : Wherever that 
is wanting, the beſt Pretentions muſt un- 
avoidably prove Precarious and Empty. 
To ſecure this Point, we muſt chuſe with 
Caution, and have nothing to do but with 
Perſons of an Even and Unitorm Deport- 
ment, and of a Humour and Ditpoſiti- 
on exactly calculated to our own. A de- 
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ſultory, double Genius will never do. A 
Man cannot tell when he has his hold 


ont; and 'tis abſurd for me to depend 
upon a Tempec that has little or no Affi- 
nity with mine. And then there's another 
Article to be nicely obſerv'd, and that is, 
neither to tax a Friend with any unto- 
ward Imputations ourſelves, nor to be- 
lieve them upon the Report of others. 
Now theſe and the like Proviſions have 
2 more immediate Relation to that fed- 


falneſs of Affection, IJ have dwelt fo lon 


upon. Thus then the Truth of what 
obſery'd at firſt appears very bright, 
namely, that none but Men of Honour 
and Probity are qualified for the Pur- 
poles of Friendſhip; in the Cultivation 
and Exerciſe of which there are two 
things, in which a good or a wiſe Man 
(for they are both the ſame) will be more 
eſpecially careful; firſt, never to hang out 
falſe Colours, or pretend beyond what 
is real; it being ten thouſand times a 
more honourable and handſome way to 
deal openly, and declare our Indifference or 
Averſion, than to cover it with an Air of 
Inclination; and ſecondly, neither to hear 
with Patience any Reflexions inſinuated 
to the Prejudice of his Friend; nor to 
conceive or indulge any hard Suſpicions 
of his own, as if, ever and anon, bis Col- 
league 
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league were playing him foul /! Thee: prov: 

there is a finiſhing aromatick IngredieWſis an 
to give all the reſt a Flavour, and a of 

ry ſignificant and ſovereign one, and ti be 
is a gentcel Complacency and a winning, =. 
 Sweetneſs in our Expreſſions and Beh cha 
viour. There muſt be nothing tha ne an! 
4cems ſower or ſaturnine in the Core pre 
ſpondence. Such a Gloom, tis true, get d 
be a very ſhrewd Sign of a hearWcquair 
Meaning and ſerious Reſolutions ; bp A ir 
tis of Coniequence to Friendihip, thulMelime 
it ſhould uſe all the innocent Freedom Mie off 
the World, and render itſelf as takin: rat} 

and entertaining as may be. And herWircy'd 
abouts, I fancy, we may ſeaſonably enougF::: he 
bring in an old Query, and that a preiun: ne 
ty perplexing one, whether or no we a othe 
to diſtinguih and deal by our Friends e way 
a Jockey does by his Horſes, give tha plain; 
the Preference (all other things conſ i ink 
.der'd) that came laſt to Hand? ThoWp:cies. 
really this is ſuch a Queſtion as a reaſonMc:liden 
le Creature may be ſomewhat aſham'd olWlitary 
AFriendilup once fairly contracted, is nonrow tc 
-of the common Play-things of the World erte 
to be thrown away, or taken to piece here. 
arhen a Man has made them his Diver ens, 
Lon for ſome time. Tis all a Caſe witliWincls o 
a true Friend, as wich a ſtrong-body'Wliould 
che 


Wine; the longer he's kept, the bettet 
he 
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— The: proves, and the brisker he reliſhes. 
gredienſis an old Saying, and there's a great 
da vel of Truth int; Mary a Peck of Salt 
and tho? be ſpent between the Parties Cer a 
Winni ip can be ſaid to be Perfected. 
| Beh char it is therefore adviſable to de- 
1g tha de any furcher Alliances that bloſſoni 
Corr. promiſe well. But ſtill there's a 
ue, met deal in Predeceſſorſhip and long 

hearWcquaintance, and nothing muſt be al- 
8; buly'4 in diminution of theſe. Nay (to 
ip, thaclime the very Inſtance I have juſt be- 
edom Mie offer'd) Who is there that would 
; takin: rather make uſe of a Horle that has 
d heryWircy'd him ſeveral Years, than another 
enoug he's almoſt a Stranger to, and per- 
a pre: never fat upon, provided there lie 


we ano other. Impediments or Exceptions in 
iends he way? And the Force of conſtant U/e 
re tha plains itcſelf no leſs in Objects inanimate 
con inſenſible, than in thole of any living 
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pecies. Thus they that have had their 
Lelidence for a conſiderable time in a 
blitary mountainous Corner of the World, 
row fond at laſt of the very Rocks and 
eſarts they've been us'd to. To return; 
There is nothing that more nearly con- 
erns, or that reaches further in the Bu- 
nels of Friendſhip, than that Matters 
nould move upon a Level; and if either 
the Parties be taller in Condition than 

H 2 t'other, 
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t'other, that he ſhould gather him 
-down into an Equality with him. The 


undance 


Diſparities are very Common. Ty Eh 
Scipio was coufeſſedly the Bell-weath FEY 
of our Flock, if I may uſe the Comp * 
* 7 0 E 4 Infar 
riton. The Precedency was his; , lona 
Jet he never put himſelf before eithi v be 
Philns, Rupilius, Mummius, or any oth . Li 


of his Inferiors. And to Quintus 11: 
mus his Brother (an extraordinary Pe 
on too, but a great way diftanc'd | 
him in Character) pay'd ſuch a Def 
Tence as if the Odds had lain on t'oth: 
Side, becauſe he was the elder of t 
Two. And indeed he affected it extrem: 
Iy, to derive the Advantages of his os 
Luſtre and Eminence upon all that h: 
any fort of Relation to him. An exce 
lent Example! and well worthy of ever 
one's Imitation: That if a Man find 
his Neighbours and Friends come be 
Hind him in the extent of their Mert 
their Underſtanding, or their Fortune 
he ſhould help them out liberally , and 
lend them a ſhare in the Splendor an 
Benefit of his Privileges. For Example 
If their Extraction has not been the be 
in the World, or their Kindred ſhould 
Happen to be under-furniſh'd either i 
their Heads or their Pockets, he'll ma: 
tbings eaſie to them out of his own A 

bundance 
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undance, and ſupply whatever elſe may 
wanting to their Credit and Charac- 
x in the Dignity of his own. Juſt as 
e find in the fabulous Writers ; When 
a Infant, the Iſſue either of a God or 
Monarch, has been expos'd and train'd,, 
ay be, for ſeveral Years together, to 
ard Living and Labour, till ſome lucky 
ccident diſcovers who begot him ; when. 
e has found his true Father, he ſtill 
etains a moſt hearty Affection and E- 
teem for the honeſt old Yeoman that 
rmerly paſs'd for him: A Duty 
hich yet a Man's Known and Natural 
Parents have conſequently a much bet- 
er Title to. In a Word, no Man's 
'irtue or Senſe, or whatever Excellence 
ou pleaſe, turns ſo much to his Ac- 
cunt, as his that deals the Fruits and 
Effects of it to others. And as on the 
Ine Part, it is a neceſſary condeſcenſion 
or ſupporting a Friendſhip, that the Su- 
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— perior ſhould ſtoop to an Equality with 
J * he Inferior ; fo on t'other, the Inferior 
xample muſt by no means take it to Heart, that 


the bel Ms Friend and Ally overtops him either in 
| ſhould Capacity, Eſtate, or Quality. Of a con- 
o trary Conduct, Complaints and Upbraid- 
gs are uſually the Reſult; the latter to 
to be ſure without Meaſure or Mercy ; 
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that his Obligations and Services har 
been Con'iderable. Now, they that wi 
hit a Man in the Teeth with any Kind 


nelies he has receiv'd from them, na” Ty | 
themſelves Odious and Infufferable. AM?" 
3 g m |RISTAP 
my hcnefattor is bound to beware 8 W 
mentioning of the Favours he has be * * 
pieas'd to confer upon me, no le vou 
than myſelf to remember he beſton R EG 
them. Nor ſhould it ſatisfy a Supe Ca ac 
rior juſt to bend his Body, withey * T 
giving his Inferior a lift. There's nc nd of 
thing - that perplexes a Friendſhip mon W reg 


than an Apprehenfion of our being di 
dain'd or neglected; a Surmiſe, whic 
few People are troubled with, bu 
{ach as entertain very modeſt and hun 
ble I honghts of themſelves; and to pr 
them in better Heart, there muſt be nc 
thing omitted that can be ſaid to them, 
or done for them. To be determin'd in 
what Kinds and Degrees a Man is to 
diſtribute his Encouragements, he has 
two Things to conſider ; Firft, What lies 
in his Power to do for his Friend; and 
Secondly, What his Friend's Abilities and 
Qualifications will come up to. For tho 
poſſibly it may come in your way to 
bring about extraordinary Things for 
him; yet it is certain, you can never ad- 

vance 
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1p. 
ces all your Friends alike to the high- 
that wi t Digaities, and the laſt Orb of Qua- 
ny Kin y. So Scipio was able to bring Pub- 
* * % Rupilius to the Conſulſhip, tho' he 
le. eld not do as much for his Brother 
are, Liu. And then wichal, if you could 
nas being about every thing, juſt as you had 
5 1 z mind to, and ſet your Friend as high. 
beſtow” you pleaſe; you. are however to make 
I Eſtimate and judgment of the Man's 
with Capacity and Strength. To go on; Till 
——_— Tempers of the Parties are ſettled, 
bs ind their Underftandings grow up, there's 
2 Ji no reckoning upon the certainty and ade- 
— hi. quacy of a Friendſhip. Tis not necel- 
—_ that, becauſe in our greener Years 
* there were none ſo great with us as our 
yk ; Play-fellows, and Brother Sports-men , 
hs - therefore theſe Aſſiſtants in Recreation 
"hd and Exerciſe ſhould keep poſſeſſion of us 
and in always. At this rate, my Nurſe and my 


. School-miſtrefs, that had the firſt Fruits 
. * of my Favour, will have a right to en- 
© mi croſs the Soul of me for good and all. 


* " "Tis true, theſe are not to be forgotten 
Ss „ or ſhghted neither; but then tis a dit- 
e cent fort of Regard and Courteſy that's 
r cho due to them. And if Friendſhip were 
” * no more than Equivalent to ſuch a De- 


gree of good Nature, there could be no 
depending upon it. For a difference of 
H 4 Inten- 
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Vance 
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Intentions and Inclinations, which can- chere a 
not conſiſt with Friendſhip, is the naty. N av0idal 
ral Fitett of a Diſagreement in Mens it will 
Humours and Morals.. And it is nothing ordina 
elle but that irreconcileable Repugnancy Iſl #7744 
of the reſpettive Purpoſes of good and il No Phi 
len, that makes it impoſſible that any alone. 


1 Fri 


Frien-iſhip thould be between them. Le: 
either 


mc now preſcribe a neceſſary Caution, 


and it 1+ this, That we be not Over-fond Aſſoc 
and Womaniſh in our Friendſhip, and Wes 
thereby do more harm than good; a that | 
Weaknels incident to a great many Peo- in tl 
ple. How could Neoptolemnus, (once more MW when 
to dip into the Poets) have ever taken e m 
Trey, if Lycomedes that had had the Edu- Ve © 
cation of him, could have whined and wind 
whimpered him out of his Reſolution to fenfi} 
follow that Expedition ? Important Oc- Uuſt. 
caſions, and Honourable Emergencies tre- C 
quently call away Friends from one ano- I © f 
nother ; and he that, at ſuch a juncture, e 
had rather his Friend ſhould be want- tical 
ing to himſelf, than part with him, is an I vvit! 
over-indulgent puny Soul, and in making out, 
the Motion injurious and unfaithful to chat 
the Relation he bears; for that's his Cor 
Duty till, upon every occaſion, to con- Re 
ſider well, what it is he requeſts of his the 
Friend, and fo likewiſe how far he can itil 
prudently gratify him. And ſometimes jull 
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there ariſes an unfortunate, but yet an un- 
avoidable Necellity, to break off; at leait 
it will happen ſo in Friendſhips of the 
ordinary Sort and Size; for as for che 
Extraordinary, the Confederations I mean 
of Philoſophers, at preſent we'll let them 
alone. *”Tis a thing not very unuſual, for 
a Friend to loſe himſelf, and run a: tilt, 
either immediately againſt his Duty to 
Aſſociates, or elſe againſt the Juſtice he 
owes to other People, in ſuch a manner 
that his Friends muſt have their Share 
in the Infancy of his Carriage. Now, 
when Matters are brought to ſuch a pals, 
we mult think of diſengaging as fairly as 
we can; that is to ſay, 

wind off the Bottom in- 3. Collier 
ſenſibly, not * Unrip, but of Friendſvip. 
Unſtitch, as IJ have heard 

Cato expreſs himſelf. Unleſs he comes 
to fly out ſo deſperately, that it would 
be a ſhameful thing, as well as Imprac- 
ticable, to concern ourlelves any. longer 
with him. And yet whenever it falls 
out, (as it does too frequently) either 
that a Friend abandons himſelf to a new 
Courſe of Life and Management, or that 
Revolutions and Reaſons of State divide 
their Sentiments and Intereſts, (Obſerve 
itill, I am here ſpeaking, as I told you 


juſt now, not of a right Philolophical and 
— "04 Heroick, 
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Heroick, but the common and uſual ex- 
tent of Friendſhip) we muſt be ſure to 
come off ſo, that while we are worki 
ourſelves out of the Friendſbip and Fami- 
liarity, the World may have no ground 
to believe we are at the ſame time mc- 
ditating Oppoſition and Hoſtilities; be- 
cauſe tis a mighty Diſparagement and 
Reproach, when we have once culti- 
vated a good Acquaintance with any 
Man, afterwards to proclaim War, and 
act Offenſively againſt him. Tis true, 
Scipio was pleas'd, upon my Account, 
(you know) to ſet afide the Friend- 
ſhip of Quintus Pompeius; and fo like- 
wite a Ditſention of a Publick and Poli- 
tical Nature occaſion'd a Separation be- 
tween him and my Colleague Metellus. 
But then he retreated both times lei- 
ſurely and decently, without forfeiting 
any part of his Character, or diſcovering 
the leaſt IJ incture of Reſentment. We ſee 
then, that, in the firſt Place, we are to 
prevent a Rupture, if poſſible ; but if at 
laſt we come under a neceſſity of break- 
ing off, we ſhould endeavour to ſteal 
away as it were unperceiv'd ; let our 
Intimacy die by Degrees, and not to cruſh 
it all at once. Special Care muſt be ta- 
ken, when we can no longer love a Man 
as a Friend, that we do not _ to 
| ce 
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hate him as an Enemy; and raiſe a Tu- 
mult about our Ears, of Expoſtulations, 
Invectives, and Contumelies. Nay, ſhould 


Fam: Ne fall under this Diſcipline in ſpight of 
round al our Endeavours to divert it, the Re- 
e me. verence that's due to the Memory of a 
„ be- Friendſhip that has been once eſtabliſh'd, 
t and obliges us to bear it patiently as long as 
culti. we can; and the Aggreſſor, not the Par- 
ay” Paſſive, muſt be anſwerable for the 
„and Inſult. Tho' the beſt and ſureſt way is 
tro to keep clear of all Engagements which 
ound. are like to conclude thus uncreditably 
:end. and inconveniently, that is to ſay, not to 
like. d our Allections too haſtily, nor upon 
Polz. Perſons unworthy of our Choice. Now, 
| hes no Man deſerves to be made a Friend 
lee of, but he that carries his Recommenda- 
lei. tions and Pretentions citbin him. Such 
ting People are very. ſcarce, (as things of the 
ring greateſt Value always are) and he that 
* propoſes to compaſs any thing compleat 
_ and perfect in its kind, mult be content- 
Fae cd and relolv'd to ſpare no Pains for't. 
MY As for the generality of us, we have no 
ver! other meaſure, or motion of the worth of 
_ any thing but ſo much Money as "twill 
ih bring; and we rate our Friends by the 
— very ſame Eſtimate as we do our Beaſts, 
va the Choiceſt are they that do us moſt 
at Service, and bring us in moſt Profit. 


H 6 Hence 


te 
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Hence it is that few of us arrive at that 
genuine and divine Friendſhip, which re- 
folves all its Excellency and Significancy 
into itſelf. We are Strangers to the 
Dignity and Power of ſuch an exqui- 
fite Sympathy, for want of trying the 
Experiment. Every Man loves himſelf, 
becauſe Nature has made his Being his 
Favourite, and not for any 

* Mr. Collier Deſign or Expe&ation he 
ef Friendſhip. has * to make a Penny of 
himſelf And in regard a 

true Friend is properly a Man's Other 
Self, no Man can be ſuch, but upon the 
Footing of ſuch an indefinite and imme- 
diate Love. Iis very evident and ob- 
ſervable in the Animal World, how na- 
turally every Species of it; the Beaſts, 
the Birds, the Fiſhes, the Wild, the 
Tame, are ſtrongly diſpos'd and prompt- 
ed, in the firſt Place, to a Tenderneſs 
and Love for Themſelves ; and, in the 
next, to provide themſelyes with ſuitable 
Companions and Conſorts of their own 
Kind; a Concern which they proſecute 
as — as we, and after the ſame 
manner. How much more Conſpicuous 
an Inſtance ought Man to approve him- 
ſelf of this Propenſity and Practice, di- 
rected as he is by the firſt Princi- 
ples of his Nature, to love his own 
| Perſon, 
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Perſon, and procure himſelf a Second 
with ſuch a Soul as he may reckon upon 
for his own; and receive, as it were, in- 
to the very Subſtance of it? But alas! 
we are, moſt of us, Perverſe and Unrea- 
ſonable to that Degree, (not to ſay Impu- 
dent) that we expect our Friends ſnould 
be what we cannot be ourſelves ; and 
challenge greater things on their Part, 
than we can pretend to make good, or 
are willing to engage for on our own. 
However, thus much at leaſt is requir'd ; 
firit of all, that a Man takes care to be 
what he ought to be himſelf; and then 
to find out another of his own Com- 
plexion. When two ſuch unite, tis im- 
poſſible, the Friendſhip contracted be- 
tween them ſhould want any degree of 
that Firmneſs and Stability we have been 
talking ſo much about. They that aſ- 
ſociate with no other meaning than that 
of a pure, diſintereſted Love, muſt be 
Men that have ſuch a Command of them- 
ſelves as to govern deſpotically thoſe Ap- 

petites and Paſſions which other People 
are Slaves to: They cannot but be Zea- 
louſly and abſolutely affected in the In- 
tereſt of Honour and Integrity. And 
as neither of them will ſuffer himſelf to 
ſollicit or expect any Condeſcenſions or 
Compliances from t'other, but what are 
| juſtifi- 
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juſtifiable and fair; ſo neither of them 
will decline to ſerve and gratifie t'other 
to the utmoſt or his Power in whatever 
is fo. And then too, over and above the 
exchange of good Otfices and Lender- 
nelſes between them, they'll be under 
an Awe and Obſervance of each other's 
Authority, and Guard upon one ano- 
ther's Actions. And therefore he that 
leaves out Modeſiy and Decency in his 
Notion of Friendihip, diveſts it of that 
which is its principal Grace and Ele- 
gance. *Tis a moſt peſtilent Error which 
too many are abus'd by, That Friend- 
ſhip will ſerve to countenance and juſti ſy 
the wildeſt Extravagances and the fouleſt 
Enormities: As if Nature had deſign'd 
that Relation, not for an Aſſiſtant to ir- 
tue, but an Accomplice to Vice: Where- 
as that's her Aim and Intention, that 
thoſe Heights and Advances which an 
Individual would not be able to reach 
upon the ſtrength of his own Virtue, he 
might attain by the Acceſſion and Joint- 
Operation of anocher's; and wherever ſuch 
a Harmony is, or has been, or ſhall at any 
time ariſe; there we have ſuch a Com- 
bination as bids very fair for the laſt and 
conſummative Advantages tender'd us by 
Nature. For this is ſuch a Union and 
Fellowſhip, as carries in it all thoſe Feli- 
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cities Which are ſo precious in all Mens 
Eyes, with which we cannot but be 
Happy, and without which tis impoſſi- 
ble we ſhould ; a good Conſcience, a clear 
and ſhining Reputation, and a real Peace 
and Pleaſure of Mind. And therefore as 
genuin Happineſs is the Choiceft, the 
Sovereign Good of Man; ſo the only way 
to compaſs it, is by reſigning ourlelves 
up to the Study and Practice of Virtue; 
for *tis this alone that can enſure the 
Blefſings of Friendſbip, or any other what- 
loever : And where this is left out of 
the Account, we may fancy we have as 
many and as good Friends as we pleaſe; 
but when the Face of Affairs comes to 
alter for the worſe, we ſhall find our 
Miſtake. Upon the whole; 'tis a Max- 
im that can never be repeated too often, 
Know your Man througbiy before you make 
bim your Friend; Don't fall in love 
with bim firſt, and find bim out aſter- 
wards. Careleineſs betrays us to a thou- | 
ſnd Inconveniencies and Miſchiets, par- 
ticularly in the Eftabliſhment and Culti- 
vation of our Friendihips. We manage 
hand over head, and in ſpight of the 
Proverb, Play the ſame fooliſh Game over 
and over again. When a long Acquain- 
tance, and a ſettled Courſe of reciprocal 
Kindneſs have ty'd us together, ſome 

> pa unlucky 
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unlucky Mifunderftanding ſtarts up of a 
ſuddain, and the Friendſhip founders 
while 'tis under full Sail. And the 
Danger of the Miſcarriage highly ag- 
gravates all Negletts and Omiſſions in « 
matter of the laſt Importance. Indeed, 
there is hardly any one thing in the 
World, of which the Value and Signi- 
ficancy is more generally acknowledg'd 
than Friendſhip. There are too many 
People that laugh at the Notion of Vit- 
tue, and ſwear tis all nothing but Hy- 
pocriſy and Oftentation. Others, again, 
are as hearty Deſpiſers of Riches, and 
pleaſe themſelves in confining their De- 
fires and thew Happineſs within the 
compals of a moderate Competency. Some 
are ambitious and greedy of Prefer- 
ment and Honour, even to Frenzy ; 
while others are ſo far from ſetting their 
Hearts upon them, that they reckon them 
only ſo many trivial Fopperies. And o 
*tis with other Things: What this Man 
dotes upon, ſhall be Traſh and Re fuſe 
with a hundred befides : But as to the 
Valuableneſs of Friendſhip, we are all 
Satisfy'd and Unanimous, as well that 
Part of Mankind that reſign them- 
ſelves to publick Services and Occaſions, 
as thoſe that are wholly bent upon the 
Improvement of their Underſtandings, 


or 
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or thoſe that mind no more than their 

Family-Concerns ; Nay, the moſt diſſo- 

lute and deſperate V oluptuaries are ready 

to own that there's no living like a Gen- 

tieman, the Gallantry of Friendſhip apart. 

The Meaning is, that Friendſhip and 

Familiarity inſinuate themſelves into all 

the Purpoſes of Lite, and no Man can 

run thro? the World without it: Or if 
ſuch an Aſperity ſhould diſcover itſelf in 
the Temper of any particular Man, as 
might carry him fo far that he ſhould 
proteſt againſt all manner of Human 
Converſation and Correſpondence, (and 
we have been told ſuch a Story a- 
bout Timon of Athens, ) ſtill he could 
hardly forbeſr hunting out ſome Body 
or other to vent his Spleen and mutter 
his Indignation to. Ot this we might 
ſon be convinc'd, ſhould it pleaſe one of 
the Gods at any time to ſequeſter us 
from all Human Society, and hide us in a 
cloſe Obſcurity ; yet fo, that we ſhould 
be largely and indulgently ſupply'd with 
all the Furniture and Conveniencies of 
Life, but out of hope of ever ſeeing the 
Face of a Man again; *rwere enough to 
break the very hardeſt of our Hearts, and 
all the gratifications in the World would 
ſeem perfectly inſipid and nauſeous under 


ſuch an uncomfortable Reſtraint. Well 
then! 
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then! Archytas of Tarentum was certainly 
in the right, as to that Obſervation of 
his, which he ſo frequently inculcated to 
our Friends heretofore ; and which ſome 
of the laſt Age, who receiv'd it irom the 
_ Old People m their time, were pleas'd 
to communicate to myſelf; That were 
any Man to make the Tour of the Uni- 
verſe, and have admiſſion to a free Con- 
templation and an intimate Knowledge 
of the Qualities, Order, and Symmetry of 
the Heavenly Bodies, all the Surprize 
and Pleaſure of the Scene would be loſt 
to him, for want of a Companion to talk 
it over to; as exquiſitely Delightful as 
'twould be, if he could have one. Na- 
ture checks at Solitude and Secluſion, 
and one Part of her graſps and faſtens 
upon another; and the more ſuitable and 
kindly Support it receives, the more it 
enjoys itſelf, and the better it thrives. 
"Tis ſomewhat ſtrange, methinks, that 
Nature ſhould let us know by ſo many 
clear and expreſs Indications, how ſhe 
ſtands affected, and what it is ſhe'd have; 
and yet we ſhould all be ſo Sottiſh and 
Indocile as we are, and fo unapprehen- 
five of her Meaning, let her tell it never ſo 


clearly and audibly. To come on; Friend- 


ſhip takes in a large Spher® of Exerciſe, 
and a vaſt Variety of Operation, as ten me 
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ſnd Occaſions and Suggeſtions may e- 
merge; whether of Jcaioufy, Diſtruſt, 
and Reſentment. Now theſe a wile Man 
will endeavour to keep clear of, either by 
preventing, ſuppreſſing, or neglecting them. 
Whatever may eppcar a Provocation, mutt 
be ſo intended on one hand, and inter- 
preted on t'other, that the Friend- 


= wp may incur no lots or decreaſe ei- 
ry of ther of its Utility or Sincerity by it. 
Prize For it may be neceſſary ſometimes to 
' loft deal plainly with a Friend, to put him 
talk in mind of himſelf, and preſs matters 
128 home to him: And nothing of all this 
Na- muſt be taken in ill Part, provided tis done 


out of pure Affection, and with Candour. 


— And yet, alas! (however it comes about) 
and tis too generally true what my Fiend 
e is the Piet has remark'd in his Andria, 
IVES. that 4 Servile Flattery gets a Man a great 
that may Hearts, and An boneff Freedom A 
any great deal of Hatred. Tis Pity, Truth 


* and Plain- dealing ſhould any ways tend 
to Animoſities and Diſobligatiens, which 
are of Mortal Conſequence to all Friend- 


neis and a general Compliance is a hun- 
dred times worſe; for this is meer Pimp- 
ing to a Friend's Miſmanagement, and ſpur- 


the blame, after all, lights Heavier upon 
him 
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him who deſires to be fondled and a- 
bus'd, and will not ſuifer Meaſures to 
be concerted with him upon the Square. 
In fine; The Buſineſs muſt be proſecu- 
ted with all imaginable Diſcretion and 
Application: Let the Monitory Part 
have nothing in't of Sowerneſs or Paſſion: 
Let nothing Harſh or Opprobrious be 
mingled with a Rebuke : And as on the 
one hand the Ob/equium (to keep to the 
Word as I meet with it in Terence) our 
Concurrence and Subſerviency ought to be 
Eaſy and Genteel ; ſo on t'other hand, 
let it not betray us into any thing like a 
Paraſitical Meanneſ5, for that's the Fack- 


not only the Charatter of a Friend, but 
the Spirit of a Gentleman. There are 
no two Things more diſtinct and oppo- 
ſite in Nature, than the Officiouſne(s 
of a Minion and the Alacrity of a 
Friend. But when once a Man has 
wax'd up his Ears, and is Proof againſt 
all Counſels or Informations from the 
Mouth of his Friend, be they never ſo 
right or reaſonable, *tis a deſperate Caſe. 

hat Aphoriſm, among a Multitude of 
Cato's, is a Celebrated and a Weighty 
= one, That ſome People in the World are 
more oblig d to their moſt Malicious Ene- 
mies, than to their Beſt- beloved Friends; 
becauſe 


call to every other Vice; and beneath, 
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becanſe the former ſometimes ſpeak forth a 


Truth, but the latter perhaps never. Tis 
ſtrangely Prepoſterous and Abſurd, for a 
Man that falls under Correction to miſ- 
place his Reſentment; to take that to 
heart which he has no reaſon to be trou- 
bled at, and to be unconcern'd at ano- 
ther thing, which properly onght to di- 
ſturb him; that is to ſay, that the Re- 
proof ſhould diſquiet him, and not the Oc- 
caſion of it; whereas he certainly ought 
to be thankful for the former, and ſorry 
tor the latter. So then; as it is of the 
Eſſence of a hearty Friendſhip, that we 
Taould be free in communicating and recei- 
ving good Admonitions and Directions; 
that we ſhould tender them very plainly 
and ingenuouſly, but by no means roughly 
and imperiouſly; and again, that we ſhould 
entertain them without Averſion or Im- 
patience; ſo we come under a neceſſity 
of aſſerting, that nothing can have worlſe 
Eſſects upon Friendſhip, than Flattery 
and Fawning, and Cockering. For this in- 
famous Practice, you muft know, carries 
a great many Names; and never betrays 
itſelf but in Fops and Impoſtors, that in- 
ſtead of Truth and Reaſon, make Grati- 
fication and Compliment the Scope of all 
they ſay. And as Hypocriſy and Diffi- 
mulation 
2 
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mulation arc upon all Accounts, and in 
every Inſtance of them Criminal, ſeeing 
they pervert the very Ends of our Dit- 
courle and Action, and ſupplant all Prin- 
ciples of Veracity and Simplicity; 16 
they are therefore moſt directly contrary 
to the nature oi Friendthip, becaulc they 
are inconliſtent with that which is the 
Soul and Foundation of it, Integrity and 
Truth : For the Value and Importance 
of Friendſhip is wholly refolv'd into the 
Power which it has with it, of blending 
ſeveral diſtinct Souls into one. And how 
can it ever effect this, where the fame In- 
dividual has two ſorts of Souls, is a Contra- 
diction to himſelf, and dodges, and ſhuffles 
and commands a thouſand Shapes ? Tis 
the moſt eaſy, verſatil Engine in Nature; 


a Fellow that ſays and does, and is every 


thing to pleaſe you, as duly as you give 
him the Word or the Sign! Negat quis? 
Nego ( lays the Sharper in Terence ) Ait 
Aio, &c. It can never be ſo, ſays he. Never 
Sir, that's certain, ſay J. Tis clear, it 
muſt be ſo, ſays he. As the Sun in the 
Meridian, ſay I; That's my Rule and Re- 
ſolution, every thing that be's for, I am for. 
T husGzatho determines with himſelf ! And 
what a precious Friend now, d'ye think, one 
ſhould have of ſuch a Plauſible Gentleman! 
But the worſt and moſt troubleſome Gza- 
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thos of all are thoſe of Quality, Eminence, 
and Eſtate, that play the Cheat and the 
Buffoon by Authority, However the beſt 
on t is, wich a little Caution and Appli- 
cation, we may diitinguith as ſecurely be- 
tween a true Friend and a Paraſite, as be- 
tween Reality and Fallacy, Subſtance and 
Shadow, in any other Cale whatſoever. 
When the Free-holders ſwarm at Pub- 
lick Elections, or upon any other Buſi- 
nels; as Unthinking and Dull as they 
generally are, they'll diicern well enough 
between the Drift and Pretenſions ot a 
Popular, Complaiſant, Inſinuating Burgher, 
and a Sound, Conſidering, Serious Patriot. 
Caius Papirius, t other Day, when he 
ſtickled for the Bill de Tribunis Plebis re- 
ficiendis, for qualifying the ſame Perſon to 
be created Tribune of the Commons time 
after time, how ſlily did he put upon, 
and ftroak down the Audience? I de- 
clar d myſelf againſt the Bill; but no 
matter for me, Scipio challenges Prece- 
dency in the preſent Meditation. Hea- 
vens ! What a noble Oration was there! 
How full of Majeſty and good Argument 
The Performance rather ſpoke him the 
Head than.a Member of our Common- 
wealth. What need I ſay any more? 
You were both of you there when he 
deliver d it, and have it all 1 & "—_— : 
e 
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The Conſequence was, the throwing out 
of the Bill; and by that very Party too, 
whole Intereſt was propos'd in it. There 
was another Cale wherein I was princi- 
pally concern d. You remember, no que- 
ſtion, how acceptable a Bill to the Com- 
mons Caius Lucinius brought in (when 
Quintus Maximus, Scipio's Brother, and 
Lucius Mancinus were our Conſuls) to the 
Prejudice of the Prieſt-hood : The Purport 
of it was to tate away the Power of E. 
lefting their own Members from the Col- 
ere of the Prieſts, and puiting it into the 
ands of the People. The fame Gentle- 
man too, was the firſt that ever turn'd 
his Back upon the Senate, to tranſact 
with the Populace in the Comiiia : But 
his Mercenary Flouriſh ſoon fell to the 
Ground; and I baffled it without any 
difficulty, as very well I might, having 
Religion and all that's Sacred on my fide. 
I was Prætor when I carry'd this Point; 
»Twas about five Years before I came 
up to the Conſulat : So that the Advo- 
cate's Authority and Character could not 
be ſaid to carry the Cauſe, but the Rea- 
ſon and the Evidence of the Thing it- 
ſelf. If therefore ſuch is the Power of 
Truth, when once it comes to be dil- 
cover'd and ſhine out; even upon a Stage, 
or in a Town-Houſe, where Fiction — 
re- 
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Pretence and Grimace rule the Roaſt > 
jn the matter of Friendſhip, undoubted- 
ly it muſt be of the utmoſt Importance, 
becauſe 'tis its Reality which is to direct 
as altogether in our Eſtimate of it. Our 
Souls muſt be made Bare, (as we 
ay) and our Breafts flung open to one 
another; elſe we can never be ſecure, 
nor underſtand what to make of Preten- 
ſions on this or t'other Part: I may 
love you very well, and you may love 
me ; and what's either of us the better, 
till we are ſure of it on both ſides? Na 
wonder then, there ſhould be ſo much 
Miſchief in Indulgence and Flattery And 
yet they can do no Body harm, unleſs 
where they're Courted, Encourag'd and 
Delighted in. As tis natural for a Man 
that's deſperately ſmitten with himlelf, 
and entirely devoted to his own Perſon, 
to proſtitute his Ears to the Tongue of 
every fulſome Raſcal that can Yet any 
notice of him. There's nothing has a 
more cordial Tenderneſs for itſelf than 
Iirtue For Virtue is throughly conſci- 
ous of her own Charms, and knows 
That's not the 
thing *Tis the meer Pretence and 
appearance of Virtue; not Yirtae itſelf I 
am now concern'd about. The World 
abounds with a fort of People that de- 

fire 
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fire to be thought ſtrict in their Integrity 
and Virtue, much more than with thoſe 
that really endeavour to be ſo. Now 
Flattery and Applauſe are the moſt cap- 
tivating things in the World to theſe 
poor Creatures: You have nothing to do 
but to take meaſure of their Inclinati- 
ons, and ſhape your Addreſs accordingly : 
Talk as laviſhly to them as you pleaſe, 
they conceive it to be no more than a 
reaſonable Tribute and Teſtimony to 
their ſingular Merit. Mean time, what 
a hopeful Friendſhip there's like to go 
forward, when one of the Partics is by 
no means diſpos'd to hear Truth, and 
t'other is reſolv'd not to tell it him ? 
We could hardly reliſh in a Comedy 
ſuch a Magnifying Coxcomb, but that he 
waits upon a Character as remarkable; 
which is that of a Red-Coat Hector. 
#71! ! ys the Bully, Did the Lady then 
ſeem [6 ſenſible of the Obligation? She did, 
would have been enough; but Cringer 
anſwers him, O dear Sir, ſhe was Grati- 
zude in the very Abſtract. That, you know, 
is the Paraſite s Golden Rule, to ſhew 
things bigger than the Life when his 
Cully would have them fo : Nay, and the 
Wiſeſt and Beſt-diſpos'd of us may be 
glad of a Warning. Iis certain, they 
that beſpeak and welcome thus luſcious Im- 
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pertinence, mult lie at the Mercy of it; 


but Men of Senſe and Sobriety may be 
tickled too, till they're taken, if they 
ha'n't a care. When the Flattery's nau- - 
ſeous and palpable, he that does not per- 
ceive it, muſt be a Fool in grain. 'The 
more formidable Enemy, is the crafty 
unſuſpeted one: You'd beft look to your 
ſelf, or he'll certainly prattice upon you. 
'Tis a difficult matter to diſcover him : 
He'll ſtart his Arguments and Objecti- 
ons againſt you twenty times in a Day, 
and be making a Property of you all the 
while. He'll pretend to fall out with 
your Meaſures, when he's working his 
way into your Aﬀections : for in the con- 
cluſion, he ſubmits his judgment, and 
gives up the Cauſe; and ſo he banters 
you into an Opinion, that you're conſide- 
rably wiſer than you thought you were. 
Now, he that's circumvented thus, muſt 
ſulfer lamentably in his Charatter ; 3 and 
therefore let every Man be upon his 
Guard ; he may chance to be laapp'd 
elſe, as "ſomebody was pretty near it in 
the Play, Flodie me ante ommnes, &c. 
Very good, Sir? A hat ! you d have 
put upon me juſt now, Wan d you ſo! Les, 
brought me off worſe than an Old Ill iſe acre 
in the Fifth Act hy" really tis a very 
odd, ridiculous Character, that of ſome 
$4 of 
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ef your Antiquated heedleſs Humouriſts 
upon the Stage. But I have been Crui- 
fing long enough! A little while ago, 
my buſineſs was to confider the Nature 
of Friendſhip, as it holds among the 
Men of an entire Probity and a finiſh'd 
Wiſdom ; that is to ſay, as entire (the 
one) and as conſummate (the other) as 
Human Nature with its Infirmities ad- 
mits: And now at laſt I find my ſelt 
coaſting o'rother Side, upon the Conver- 
ſation and Correſpondencies of Knaves 
and Fools. In good rime therefore let's 
return to the matter of our firſt Medi- 
tations, and take our leave of that too 
with all convenient Diſpatch. What I 
ſtill affirm, young Gentlemen, is this, that 
is Y i/RTUE, and only Virtue, that 
can eſtabhth a folid Friendſhip at firſt, 
and then continue it ; becauſe the Uni- 
formity and Conſiſtency, the Steadinefs 
and Conftancy of our Conduct is whol- 
ly to be reſolv'd into that. And firſt, 
Virtue preſents herſelf to View, with all 
her Glories about her ; and when ſhe has 
met herſelf in another Soul, ſhe flies and 
faſtens to it, and ſo the two Luminaries 
are Incorporated; upon which Coalition 
there emerges that Which we call (Amor) 
Love, or (Amicitia) Friendſhip. For 
both of them take their Derivation from 

Amare; 
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Amare ; and Amare is neither more nor 
jeſs than to love a Perſon, without pro- 
poling to ſerve our Occaſions, or to make 
out our Fortunes by it: And ſuch a 
Friendſhip as this will bring along with 
it all thoſe Advantages, without Man's 
further ſeeking. In this very Latitude, 
and upon theſe Terms, heretofore, when 
'twas early Days with me, did I love 
and reverence thoſe that were ready to 
go F; Lucius Paullus, Marcus Cato, Caius 
Gallus, Publius Naſica, and Tiberius Grac- 
chus, that was Father-in-law to my de- 
parted Friend Scipio. The ſame Species 
of Friendſhip diſplays itſelf, and perhaps 
more openly and conſpicuouſſy, among 
Inſtances of an equal Age, as particu- 
larly between Scipio and myſelf; toge- 
ther with Lucius Furius, Publius Rupi- 
lius, and Spurius Mummius. And fo, now 
tis my turn to be in Years, I pleale myſelf 
extremely in the good Favour and Friend- 
ſhip that paſſes between me and my Ju- 
niors; to name no more than your ſelves, 
Gentlemen, and Ouintus Tubero: Nay, 
you cannot imagine how happy I think 
myſelf in the Converſation of Publius 
Nutilius, and Aulus Verginius, as young 
as they are. Tho' after all, ſince ſuch 
is the Reſult of Mortality, and the Con- 
dition of Human Nature, that one Ge- 

1 neration 
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neration comes in Succeſſion to another; 
a Man would with to (cep up (as we tay) 
with thoſe that ſtarted with him, to the 
end of the Race. To be ſhort, all our 
Intereſts and Concerns, as to this World, 
are however Uncertain and Tranſitory; 
and therefore we ſhould. do well to be 
always provided with fuch Acquain- 
tance about us, as we can heartily love, 
and will as hcartily love us. Let thc 
Endearments of mutual Affection and 
Friendſhip be baniſhd once; and the 
Comfort of Life's at an end. Scipio, 
tis true, has obey d a ſudden Summone, 
but he lives notwithſtanding, and he 
ſhall never die; at leaſt not his Vir- 
tue, which was properly my ®Confident, 
and bears me Company ſtill. And I am 
not the only Fortunate Man in this re- 
ſpect, notwithſtanding my intimacy with 
it all along: No, *twill ſhine and ſparkle 
and perpetuate itſelf to all Poſterity. And 
wheever ſhall hereafter emerge into any 
of thoſe Undertakings, that ſurpaſs an 
ordinary Strength, and a general Beliet 
of their being Practicable, will, I am ve- 
ry ſure, be refolv'd upon taking the An- 
nals of Scipio's Life for his Direction, 
and the Model of Scipios Character for 
his Imitation. To be free ; I was never 
yet poſſels d of that Advantage, either 


as 
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as to my Perſon, or my Condition in this 
World, which I look'd upon as compa- 
rable to the Bleſſing of Scipio's Friend- 
thip. It had ſuch an Effect, that he and 
I never diſagreed about Szate-Afairs ; 
we were always aſſiſting to one another 
in our Deliberations upon our Private 
Concerns ; and we paſs'd our Intervals 
and Vacations together with all the Sa- 
tis faction in the World. I never, upon 
any Account, incurr'd his Diſpleaſure 
that I know of; nor heard an Expreſſi- 
on come from him that was diſagreeable 
to me. The ſame Roof ſhelter'd us; the 
fame Diet ſuited us, and the ſame Meſs 
ſupply'd us. Whether in the Camp, up- 
on a Journey, or at our Villas, we were 
always together. Not to take particular 
Notice of our Joynt-Application to the 
Exerciſes of Learning and Philoſophy ; 
when we could now and then, play Lru- 
ant with the World, and enjoy a comfor- 
table Reſpite. Now all theſe things were 
ſo engaging, that really had it been poſſible 
foc the Impreſſion and Remembrance of 
them to die with the Man; fo dearly 
as I lov'd, and fo nearly as I was inte- 
reſted in him, I could not even yet get 
over the loſs of him. The beſt on't is, 
none of theſe Entercourſes are dead with 
him; Nay, the Recollection and Con- 

14 tem- 
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templation of them enhaunces their Va- 
Ive and their Efficacy. Or however, it 
theſe Remains were taken out of the 
way too, it would ſtill be a preſent 
Remedy; the Conſideration of my Age; 
which aſſures me my Abſence from my 
Friend, and conſequently the Trouble it 
gives me, ſhall be Short. The ſharpeſt 
Afflictions, one would think, ſhould loſe 
their Edge, ſince we know they can't be 
laſting. And ſo Gentlemen, I have done 
you Reaſon upon the Argument of 
Friendſhip. Let me conclude” with this 
Admonition, That as there can be no 
ſuch thing as Friendſhip Unſupported by 
Virtue ; . you would reckon upon Virtue 
in general as the moſt, and Friendſhip in 
particular, as the next valuable thing up- 
on Earth. 
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PARADOXES. 


To Marcus Brutus. 


Have frequently, Brutus, took 
| notice of your Uncle Cato's 
WB way of ſtriking off into Philo- 
ay ſophical Common-Places, ever 

and anon, when he has been 
{peaking in the Senate-Houſe, and how 
dequate and agreeable he would render 
them to the Capacity of all Parties, as 
diftant as they ſeem to be from the 
Nature and Method of Judicial and Fo- 
renſick Pleadings. And this was much 
more obſervable in him, than it would 
be in you and me; that Scheme of Phi- 
lofophy we profeſs affording more Op- 
5 porty. 
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portunities and a larger Field of Matter 
to ſpeak upon, and carrying a great many 
Things in it agreeable to vulgar Opini- 
ons and popular Notions: Whereas Cato, 
(if I underſtand him right) is a rigid 
Stoick, and wedded to Principles which 
the People do not know what to make 
of. Beſides, the Philoſophers of his Per- 
ſuaſion have little regard to the Rules 
and Ornaments of Eloquence, but are al- 
together for Brevity, and do their Buſine(s 
with their little Quirks and Queries, like 
a Porcupine with bis Quill. And yet, at- 
ter all, let the Propolition look as un- 
conceivable as you'll 1magine, there's a 
Power in Hords that can give it a plau- 
ſible Complexion ; and though a Subject 
be never ſo rough and ſhapeleſs, an Ora- 
tor knows how to burnith and beautify 
it. And therefore being ſatisfied that ſo 
it is, as I tell you, I have ventur'd up- 
on a more deſperate Experiment than 
that Gentleman's. Cato try'd no further 
with his Sroiciſin, than upon the common 
Heads of Magnanimity, Continence , 
Death, the Excellency of Virtue, the 
Deities, and the Duty we owe to our 
Country: Twas upon theſe Topicks he 
exercis'd his Rhetorick. But I have 
been ſo bold as to divert myſelf with 
Paraphraſi ig upon ſuch Points as the 
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Stoicks have much ado to make good a- 
mong themſelves, in their Schools and 
Privacies. Theſe being what they call 
Paradoxes, that is to fay, Maxims that 
are very ſurprizing, and oppoſite to the 
common Opinion of the World, I had 
an Inclination to try whether they would 
bear Aſſertion and Proof abroad, in any 
of our Civil Courts; and whether one 
might not diſcourſe as a Man of Let- 
ters and the long Robe too, at the ſame 
time; and then 1 lik'd my own Project 10 
much the better, becauſe I look upon 
thoſe Paradoxet, as they call them, as 
Socratick Doctrines, and very certain 
Truths. Be pleas'd therefore to give 
my little Specimen (the Tribute of my 
thorter Nights) a kind Reception; as 
your Name ſhews itſelf in the Front of 
another of my Performances, that coſt 
me many a long one : Here you'll have 
a Sample of the Method and the Ma- 
nagement I follow, as often as Toe 
Occaſion to comment. upon thoſe Jo- 
picks which the Schools call otra 
or Apboriſams, in an Oratorical or 
Declamatory way. By the by, you 
need not let every Body have a fight 
of theſe Papers; I'm ſenſible they are 
far from a Phidias's Minerva, and will 
not bear being _ as publickly 
6 as 
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as his Workmanſhip, to the View of comp 


the World. However, you'll eaſily that 
find by them out of whoſe Hands they I read: 


come. Wre 
for 1 

ofter 

P OY emir 

| deſt) 

ö | ſelve 

IJ. VIRTUE is cu only Good. I bene 
3 are, 
TYErhaps, Gentlemen, you'll tell me whi 
1 what I infinuate is all meer Cant, oth 
which the Stoicts have lent me, Ho 

and not any perſuaſion of my own Judg- do 
ment. However, give me leave to com- any 
municate my Thoughts to you, tho? in a var 
ſhorter Compaſs than the Conſiderable- the 
neſs of the Argument can well admit. ſuc 


There's Wealth, and Empire, and Lands, 
and Lordſhips, and Palaces, and Plea- 
ſures of all ſorts that command Man- 
- Kind : I could never apprehend, for my 
patt, where's the Goodneſs and Signi- 
ficancy of theſe things; having conſtant- 
ly obſerv'd, that the Men who are beſt 
provided with them, find themſelves of 
all others the moſt bare and deſtitute of 
thoſe very Accommodations that lie ſo 
thick about them. Appetite and Ava- 
rice may- be - indulg'd, but can never be 
-2 Lon 
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compleatly gratify'd and ſated. Beſides, 
that the fear of loſing what they are al- 
ready Maſters of, torments the poor 
Wretches as much as their Impatience 
ſor more. Upon which account I have 
often wonder'd at our Forefathers, thoſe 
eminent Examples of Moderation and Mo- 
deſty, that they ſhould ſo far forget them- 
ſelves, as to make the Externals of For- 
tune, ſo uncertain and inſufficient as they 
are, to be (Bona) Good in their Language, 
which they declar'd and prov'd to be 
otherwiſe in their Lives and their Actions. 
How can that which is good in itſelf, 
do us a Prejudice? Again; how can 
any Man be an ill Man that has ſuch a 
variety of Goodneſs at Command ? There's 


the Miſchief? All theſe things that bear 


ſuch a Price, there's no Body fo Wicked, 
but may have a Property in them, and 
ruin Honeſt People with them. Welt 
then : Let the World be as merry 
upon the Mattef as it pleaſes : I'm re- 
ſolv'd Tu be govern'd by right Reaſon 
and Reality, and not by the Authority 
of Numbers : And when my Neighbour's 
Cattle's gone aſtray, or his Plate; I ſhall 
underſtand his Cale better than to ſay 
he has loft any thing of Falue. I am 
fare I ſhall ever expreſs a very high E- 
ſteem of Bias's Wildam, that was. one af 

che 
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the Seven Sages. When Priene, where 
he was Born, had fallen into the Enemy's 
Hands, und the Inhabitants, upon quit- 
ting it, were every one buſtling to carry 
off what they could, a Fellow advis'd the 
Philoſopher to ſecure his Effects, as he 
law other People do; hy do J neglet 
it ? (ſaid Cother,) All that I have in th: 
World I carry always about me. It ſeem: 
he was ſo far from reckoning upon thel: 
Bubbles of Fortune, as . deſerving the 
Title of Good which we give them, that 
he conceived he had no Intereſt nor Pro- 
perty at all in them. You'll fay then; 
What is it at laſt muſt paſs with us for 
Good ? I anſwer, That every Wiſe, and 
Honeſt, and Virtuous Action is properly 
a good one; and that which carries Pru- 
dence and Honour and Virtue in the Ide: 
of ig, That, and that only is Good. Per- 
haps you may not perfe&ly comprehen«! 
my Meaning for want of an Initance 6: 
two to determine it. Theſe Points are 
too nice and delicate to be handled in 
meer ſpecvlative way; and the Conduct 
and Practices of conſiderable Men will 
ſet them in a clearer Light. Anſwer 
me, Sirs, ingenuouſly ; with Relation to 
thoſe Predeceſſors of ours, that ſo hap- 
pily and gloriouſly eftabliſh'd our Repub- 
lick, and bequeath'd it entire to us their 
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Deſcendants : Have they given you any 
grounds to believe they had ſo much of 
Avarice in them, as to value Silver or 
Gold at all? or that the Pleaſures 
of Life, or the Gratifications of Senſe 
had ſo much. Influence upon them, 
as to turn their Thoughts to Circum- 
ſtances of Eaſe and Softneſs, rich Furni- 
ture or High-feeding ? Look a little into 
the Character of every one of our Kings. 
2 Suppoſe we begin with Romulus ;, or, 
* Pp © W upon the Government's being turn'd to 
ro- x Common-wealth, with thoſe that were 
; the Authors of it. What were the 
r Wings that carry'd Romulus to Heaven? 
» And Any of that Traſh which the World 
perl) calls Good ? or his own Heroick Actions 
n and Virtues ? Or ſhall we ſuppoſe the 
= Gods were not as well plcas'd with Numa 
aa Pompilius, when he ſerv'd them in the 
Sacrifices with Earthen Ware, as if ic 
© had been all Emboſs d Plate? Lis no 
matter for mentioning the reſt of our 
Kings; There was none of them Infe- 
rior to the reſt, except Tarquin the Proud. 
Ask Brutus, and his Aſſociates, what it 
was that put them upon the Reſcue of 
their Country; what it was they ex- 
pected and aim'd at. Does any Man 
imagine their End was either Pleaſure 
or Riches, or any thing elſe, but the 
| ” + diſcharge 
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diſcharge of their Duty, as became Re- | 
Folute and Noble Patriots? What was it thoſe 
that prevail'd with Mucius, in fo deſpe-iſ ble, u 
rate a Manner to expoſe his own Lite, with 
chat he might diſpatch Porſenna? Wha: | Wrou 
ſupported Horatius Cocles upon the Bridge, factur 
a Single Man againſt the Impreſſions oi , 
the Enemy's whole Army ? Or how came | 
the Decii, Father and Son, to throw them- 
ſelves into the Enemies main Body, and 
devote their Lives in the Intereſt of their 
Country ? What did Fabricias mean by 
His Temperance and Severity? or Curius | obſti. 
by his moderate and homely Meals ? all t 
What could be the Motive to the two f u 
Scipios, Cneius and Publius, that they this 
ſhould place their Bodies for Ramparts, be Þ 
to hinder the Carthaginian Army's com- but 
ing on? What did the two Africani ? Very 
What did Cato, that liv'd in the Times ven 
betwixt them? What did a Thouſand of ing 
my Country-men beſides propoſe to them- Vie 
ſelves? Is it Credible, that the Men vine 
of this Size ſnould eſteem any thing my 
worth their Ambition in this World, no 
but what they underſtood to be ſimply and 


and abſtractedly Great and Honourable ? of 
Now then, whoſoever is pleas'd to make ſeli 
himſelf merry with this Problem of ours, Tai 
let him advance, and take his Choice, Un 
whether he will be in the number of fer 
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thoſe People that keep Houſe in Mar- 
ble, under Ceilings of Ivory and Gold, 
with all their Statues, their Pictures, 
Wrought-Plate, and Corinthian Manu- 
facture about them; or rather a Fabri- 
cixs, that had none of theſe things, nor 
any Inclination to be troubled with them? 
However, as for theſe Moveables and 
Material Accommodations, tis poſſible to 
convince ſome People that there's no real 
Goodneſs in them; but then they are 
obſtinately affur'd, and maintain it with 
all their might, that Pleaſure is our Sum- 
mum bonum, our Principal Good. Now, 
this is ſuch a Tenet as our Cattle would 
parts, be preaching up, if they could ſpeak 3 
com- but out of the Mouth of a Man it ſounds 
cani ? very oddly. God and Nature have gt- 
"imes ven me a Rational Soul, which is a Be- 
nd of ing of a very Advantageous Rank and 
hem- MW Dignity, and carries in it ſomething Di- 
Men vine. And ſhall I cheapen and diſcredit 
hing my Perſon to ſuch a degree, as to put 
Yrld, no manner of Difference between my Selt 
nply and my Beaſt ? Where's the Goodneſs 
ble? of that Thing which the Poſſeſſor him- 


lake ſelf is never the better for ? "Tis cer- 

urs, tain; The greater ſhare a Man has in 

ice, that which is Good, the more is his De- 
of ſert; and whatever's truly Good, autho- 


ofe cizes the Proprietor to value himſelf up- 
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on it. What's all this to Pleaſure? Does 
that improve a Man's Manners or Chara 
cer? Is there any Body ſo ſtupid, as to 
careſs and diſtinguiſh himſelf upon the 
Merit of Senſuality? If therefore even 
Pleaſure, guarded as it is with ſuch 1 
multitude of Advocates and Admirers, 
cannot. be allow'd to bear off the Deno- 
mination of Cod; and if the more ex- 
quilite it is and affecting, ſo much the 
more it enervates and diſorders the Mind; 
the Conſequence is clear, that a Satisfac: 
tory and a Happy Life is one and the 


fame thing with the Honeft and Vir: 
tuous one. 


II. The full Happineſs of Life 


is compriz,'d in VIRTUE, 


Cou'd never yet make out Regulus's 

Calamity, or Infelicity, or whatever 
you'll call it. For what did the Cartha- 
Cnians do to him? Twas impoſſible their 
Malice ſhould reach his Soul. His 
Courage, his Seriouſneſs, his Sincerity, 
his Conſtancy; in a word, every one ol 


his Virtues defy'd them. His Body, 
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? Deoetis true, was their Priſoner ; but twas 


Chara. 
d, as tg 
pon the 
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more than they could do to reduce the 
Citadel within, fo ſtrongly fortify d and 
gariſon'd, as it was with his Virtues, 
We know full well the Story of Caius 
Marius too. In my Opinion, that Gen- 
tleman was one of the moſt Fortunate 
Men in the World, whilſt his Affairs 
ſucceeded; and one of the Greateſt, 
when they faild. What could a M-n 
deſire more? Let me tell you, good Sir, 
you're in the Dark, and a perfect Stran- 
ger to the Force and Power of Virtue. 
You look no farther than to the Name, 
and are quite unacquainted with the 
Strength and Subftance of it. He that's 
rightly pois'd within, and has all his 
Intereſts contracted into himſelf, cannot 
avoid being the Happieſt Man in the 
World. On t'other hand; he that ſtakes 
his Wiſhes and Hopes in Fortune's 
hands, and ſuffers her to govern every 
Counſel and Deſign, muſt be always un- 
ſecure, and uncertain, and cannot pro- 
miſe himſelf any one thing in his Pot- 
ſeffion ſhall ſtay with him Four-and- 
twenty Hours. Where you meet with 


ſuch a fort of Mortals as theſe, threa- 
ten them with Death or Banithment, 
and you ll ſcare the poor Creatures out 
me 


that 


of their Wits. That's notping to 


188 Fbtcoical ParRanDoxes: 


that am prepared to receive, not onl; 
without ReluCtance, but even Chearfully,þ 
the worſt Returns the Ingratitude of my 
Countrymen can make me. To much": 
purpoſe indeed I have beftow'd my Pains 
and kept my Faculties awake and at 
work; if I have not after all ſecur'd thefls 
main Chance, and ſo ſettled my Matters, 
that neither the Levity of Fortune, nor 
the Malice of my Enemies ſhall be able 
to hurt me. You tell me Death's the 
word; that is, I muſt take my leave of 
this World; or perhaps my Sentence is 
Baniſhment, that is to fay, I muſt bid a- 
diem to a very Wicked Part of it. Thoſ 
People indeed may well be ftartled at 
the News of Death, whoſe Expettati- 
ons and Intereſts it will utterly defeat ; 
but to the Man that has render'd his 
Name and Reputation Immortal, 'tis no- 
thing. And fo again, they that have 
ſet their Hearts as well as their Houſes 
upon one ſpot of Ground, muſt needs 
be dejected at the Sentence of Baniſk- 
ment. Not I, believe me, that know 
all the World to be but one Corporation. 
——Yes, poor Man! Your Circumſtan- 
ces are as favourable and flouriſhing as 
your Heart can wiſh——Onely you are 
ever and anon Confounded and Diſtrac- 
ted with this Calamity and that Dif- 
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ppointment !——Onely Night and Day, 


you ſmart under the Torture and Lath 


pf your own Appetites ! for want of more 
is come to your Hands, and for 


fear of loſing what you have! — That 
guilty Conſcience of yours! How it 


gripes and twinges you! The Danger of 


Publick juſtice and Reſtitution: How it 
oppreſſes and breaks your Spirits! Your 


Frauds and your Violences, like ſo many 


Hags, how they haunt and harraſs you 


every Moment? Upon the whole; Tis 
equally impoſſible, that a Villain, a Fool, 
or a Coward, ſhould know what it is to 
be happy, as for a Good, a Wile, and a 
Brave Man, to be a Sufferer. His Cha- 
racter and Behaviour deſerve our beſt 
Thoughts and Commendations, and of 
Conſequence, ſo does his Life too; and 
if we have all the Reaſon in the World 
to like it, it cannot be an unhappy one; 
for then we ſhould be oblig'd to dilap- 
prove of it : Whence it follows, that no- 
thing is worthy of our Wiſhes, or can 
compleat our Happineſs, but what 1s mat- 
ter of Merit and Praiſe. 


III. All 
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bat 4 
= A Rectitu. 
| Streighi 
| aſide, ) 
III. All our Actions are equal — 


ly either Good or Ill. Nax; 


more { 


HE Miſchief's inconſiderable, You _ 
[ ſay. It may be fo, and at the r > 
ſame _ the 1 — ay 290 is Intole- * 70 
rable. is not by Conſequence orf 7? 
Event, but the Obliquity of a Prac- bn 
tice, that we are to take meaſure of 
Mens Miſcarriages. That which ſup- 
plies the material or inſtrumental Cauſe 
of an ill Action may have Properties in 
it of a comparative Nature. But the 
badneſs itſelf of this or that Action, 
abſtractedly underſtood, is Abſolute, and 
the very ſame. If a Ship be loſt thro' 
the Unskilfulneſs of a Pilot, the Value 
of the Cargo may be leſs or greater, as 
tis Gold or Chaf, ſuppoſe ; But that 
neither adds to, nor takes away from 
the Pilot's Ignorance. When a Man 
plays the Fool with a Common Jilt of 
the Town, the Parties concern'd in the 
Abuſe, are not ſo many, as if he had 
debauch'd a young Lady of a good For- 
tune and Family; but ſtill the Wicked- 


5 nels 
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nels is all one. For Sin is nothing elſe 
but & Deviation from the Exatine(s of 
Rectitude; a Croſſing, as "twere, upon 4a 
Streight Line. When you've once gone 
aſide, you're a Tranſgreſſor; and after- 
wards, tho” you ſhould „rise out ever fo 
far; you are out of the right Noad no 
more than juſt when you had once quit- 
ted it. To Sin is to violate a Law that 
obliges all Mankind : Now that which 
is Unlawful renders us altogether Guil- 
ty, for that very Reaſon becauſe it is 
Unlawful ; ſo that if that admits of no 
Degrees of Greater or Leſs, (and it can- 
not do ſo, I ſay, becauſe Hlegaluy, in 
which all Sin conſiſts, is always neither 
more or leſs than Megality) of Conſe- 
quence there can be no Inequality or 
Diſtinction between any of thoſe Sins 
which. are reſfolv'd into that 7[legality. 
Again; if all Virtues are upon a Parity, 
tis certain all Vices muſt be ſo too. 
And what can be more Obvious or Evi- 
dent than that all Virtues are perfectly 
Parallel and Equivalent ? 'That a good 
Man is not better than a good Man; 
nor a Temperate Man more Temperate 
than a Temperate Man; nor a Heroe 
more than a Hero ; nor a Wiſe Man 
wiſec than a Wiſe Man. How ſhall I 
vindicate his Honeſty, that tho he will 
not 
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not defraud his Neighbour of ſuch a ſpring 
Sum as Ten Guineas, when he might Princi 
cheat him without bringing the leaſt In- Scho 
convenience upon himſelf, will ſerve him well 't 
otherwiſe when *tis a Sum of Ten I hou crores, 
ſand ? Where's that Man's Temperance fl ——- - 
or Modeſty, that tho' he would not for Serra? 
the World be guilty of ſome particular I Learn 
Inſtances of Luxury or Lewdneſs, indul- will : 
ges himſelf very freely in others ? Vir- 
tue is always Virtue, adequately and en- 
tirely ſuch; and holds a perpetual Uni- 
formity, a conſtant Concurrence with the 
Principles and Dictates of Right Rea- the r 
fon. The Nature of it is equally un- Signif 
capable of Diminution and Addition. Plebe 
That which is well and handſomely ¶ eſpeci 
done, is done juſt as it ſhould be, and Nof ou 
cannot be done better; and conſe- © Certa 
quently the Excellency of that which is beſt 1 
chiefly Good excludes the Amplification ¶ ſoeve 
of Better. By which it appears, on to- from 
ther hand; that thoſe Depravities or ſWnial | 
perverſe Habits of the Soul, which we the 1 
call Vices, muſt be all of a Size. And as tl 
foraſmuch as Yirtuous Habits cannot be flagit 
Diſproportionate; all thoſe good Ef- our 

forts and Actions, which reſult from the s 
them, muſt be of an equal Importance; ¶Diſh. 
and for the very fame Reaſon too, all ¶ ſame, 
thoſe irregular or wicked Actions, which I ther 
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ſpring from vicious Reſolutions or ill 
Principles. O! fays my Adverlary, the 
Schools taught you this Jargon. Tis 
well 'twas not the Stews / —— Old So- 
crates, you're ſure, talk'd at this Rate. 
That's well again; for that ſame 
Socrates, as they tell me, was a very 
Learned, Wiſe Man. But be that as ic 
will : Only give me leave, Friend, to 
ask you a Queſtion, and I hope I may 
do't fafely, (as long as tis but a Skir- 
miſh between us, of Words without Wea- 
pons) Whether we ſhould do well upon 
the matter of intrinſick Goodneſs, or 
Significancy, to conſult Mechanicks and 
Plebeians, rather than Men of Letters ? 
eſpecially confidering that this Poſition 
of ours, over-and-above the Truth and 
Certainty of it, conduces as much to the 
beſt Purpoſes of Lite, as any other what- 
ſoever. How forcibly does it reſtrain us 
from allowing ourſelves in the moſt ve- 
nial Faults; to be fully perſuaded, that 
the leaſt Breach of Duty 1s as heinous 
as the greateſt ? That tis a Crime as 
flagitions to do Violence to any one of 
our Fellow-Subjects, as to rebel againſt 
the Supreme Power itſelf ? and that the 
Diſhonour, and the Brutiſhneſs is all the 
ſame, if a Man abuſes a Woman, whe- 
ther ſhe comes of a good or a mean Fa- 
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ly ? What fay you then, do you 
make no difference, whether I cut my 
Father's Throat or my Slave's ? That's 
putting the Queſtion in looſe and ge- 
neral Terms: And we cannot give you 
a direct Anſwer to it, till *tis better 
explain d. If it holds in all Caſes, 
that 'tis a horrid Thing for a Son to 
take away the Life gf his Father, then 
mult the Saguntines have been guilty of 
Parricide, who thought it their Duty to 
ſend their Parents out of the World, in 
a ſtate of Liberty, rather than to let 
them ſurvive the Loſs of it. It ſeems, 
upon ſome Emergencies a Son may take 
away the Life of his Father Innocently 
enough! and yet ſo the Caſe ftands very 
often, that it would be a Bloody Act of 
Injuſtice and Oppreſſion for a Maſter 
to put his Slave to Death. The Rule 
of Diſtinction here, is not abſolutely the 
Nature of the Thing, but the Concur- 
rence and State of Circumſtances ; which, 
when they preponderate on either part 
of the Deliberation, carry the Cauſe that 
way; and when they ſupport or favour 
one ſide no more than t'other, leave 
Matters even on both. But yet upon 
anather Account there's a great deal of 
difference between a Man's killing his 
Slave and his Father. If he does an ill 

thing 
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thing in the firſt, he does but one ill 
thing; whereas the laſt is an Aggregate 
or Complication of Injuries. Tis Bar- 
barity towards the Perſon that begot me; 
and ſo again to him that fed and mai 
tain'd me; to him that gave me my E- 
ducation; to him that has fix'd me 
in my Manſion-houſe and Patrimony, 
and in the Rank and Station I hold as a 
part of the Community: Tis a great 
many Enormities in one ſingle Act; and 
conſequently the Puniſiments due to it 
ought to be ſeverer in Proportion. Still 
in ſtating and obſerving the right Mea- 
{ures of Life, tis not our Buſineſs to 
baniſh the Degrees of Puniſhment and 
Guilt ; but to examine into the Lawtul- 
neſs or Unlawfulneſs of Practices; and 
we mult, by all means, have a care, that 
we do not look upon any thing that is 
not Juſtifiable as leſs than Piacular and 
Flagrant. What! every little Trip? Yes, 
even the moſt inconſiderable 1 reſpaſs. 
The Nature and Qualities of Things we 
cannot contract or circumſcribe at our 
Pleaſure; the Motions and Affections of 
our Souls we may. We hiſs a poor Ac- 


Gor off the Stage, if he throws a Leg 
or an Arm out of Figure, or happens 
to make. a Verſe a Foot too long or too 
mort. 


And ſhall any Man talk of mang- 
K 2 ling 
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ling the Conduct of Life (a thing in- 


comparably more delicate and regular 
than the Carriage of the Body, or. the 
Meafures of Verſe) only by Sy/lables or 
Particles as *twere ? IT have nothing to 
to ſay to a Poet when I ſee him trying 
_ his Compoſitions upon his Fingers; much 
leſs will I mind my Neighbours, when I 
catch them ſcanning over their Faults, 
and computing upon the Differences and 
Degrees of them. For what if theirs 
ſhould happen to have leſs — in 
them than ſome other Sins ? re 
utterly Inexcuſable whatever they are; 
becauſe every Action that's Irregular, is 
a Running Riot againſt Reaſon, and a 
Breaking in upon the Courſe and Order 
of Nature; and when once we have 
treſpaſs'd fo far, our Guilt is Conſum- 
mare. 


IV 
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IV. All People that are not 


fo Wife as they ſhould be, 
are ſtark Mal. / 


Any a time, Clodius, I have con- 
ſider'd thee as a Fool; and al- 
ways as a Villain; but now I'll demon- 
ſtrate thee to be Raving-mad. The 
Mind of a Wiſe Man is guarded and 
arm'd with Virtues, profound Prudence 
and Precaution , Courage and Patience, 
Contempt and Defiance of Fortune, and 
a I houſand more: And could you ima- 
gine twas in your Power to Force or 
Subdue it? to Disfranchiſe or Baniſh it ? 
What is it you call a Body Politick ? Is 
it every riotous Convention of Thieves 
and Bravos ? a numerous Combinati- 
on and Concourſe of raſcally Fugitives 
and Felons? You dare not fay ſo. How 
then could there be any ſuch thing as a 
Community in Rome; when the Laws of 
our Conſtitution no longer took Effect; 
when all Proceedings in our Judicatories 
were ſtopp'd ; when the Publick had loſt 
its ancient Regulation and Eſtabliſhment ; 
K 3 when 
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when the Magiſtrates were Dragoon'd; 
and the Senate without a Name? There 
was nothing of a City leſt, as J take it, 
aſter you and your Rabble of Ruffians had 
got Poſſeſſion, and authorized yourſelves 
to commit what Outrages you pleas'd ; 


and the Remainder of Catilines Tempe- 


ſtuous Faction had Rally'd and Reco- 
ver'd themſelves, under the Banner of 
Clodius's Rebellion, and Enthuſiaſm. So 
that really my Enemies had it not in 
Ar rower to ſend me out of the City- 
Liberties, becauſe at that time there was 
no ſuch Thing; tho” my Friends might 
and did recal me zhither ;, that is to ſay, 
after the Government had again got a 
Conſul and a Senate at the Head of it, 
which had been miſſing ſome time be- 
fore : And when the People had recover'd 
the Liberty of their Voices, and their 


Freedom of Election, and Equity and Pro- 


perty, (the very Cement of a Body Po- 
litick) reviv'd. The Meaſures you took 
again{t me, let me tell you, as Severe and 
Violent as they were, had no other Ef- 
fect upon me, but to make me ſmile. I 
knew very well your Deſign was to do 
me all the Miſchief you could, and you 
did fo; but yet I never found your Ma- 
lice could reach home to me. You pull'd 
down my Walls indeed, and ſet Fire to 


my 
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my Dwelling-Houſe, and concluded, no 
queſtion, that you were all the while 
Burning and Breaking-down what be- 
long'd to me. But you were mightily - 
miftaken ; For neither I nor any Body 
elſe can be Maſter of any thing that may 
be taken from us, or loft to us. I own 
it would have been a mortal Stroak, had 
you been able to Sequeſter that Sovereign 
Privilege of my Soul, its Conſtancy and 
Security, or to extinguiſh the Merit of 
all that Sollicitude, Vigilance, Precaution, 
and Prudence, of which, in ſpight of all 
your Oppoſition, the good Effect has been, 
that the Government ſtands upon its 
Legs at this Day. Could you have ſtifled 
the Glory and the Reverence, which the 
perpetual Obligation I have hereby laid 
upon my Country-men has entail'd up- 
on my Memory for ever ; much more 
could have extorted from me that Soul, 
which properly and immediately manag'd 
and compaſs'd the great Affair; you had 

ruin'd me indeed. But then, ſince yog 

neither did, nor were able to hurt me 

in this Part, your Infults and Inhuma- 

nity were a great deal too weak to ren- 

der my Retreat Afflicting, tho' they con- 

duc'd very much to the Felicity and Tri- 

umph of my Return. Thus it appears, 

I was never otherwiſe than a Roman Ci- 

K 4 tizen ; 
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tigen; and then more eſpecially and emi- 
nently ſo, when the Senate were pleas'd 
to recommend me, under the Title of 4 
moſt worthy Patriot, to the Protection 
and Favour of remote Provinces, and fo- 
reign Countries. What are you then at 
this very time ? a Citizen ? It cannot be, 
at leaſt, unleſs you'll make no difference be- 
tween a good Subject and a publick Ene- 
my; or ſtile a Man the latter from the 
accidental Circumſtances of Place and 
Birth, rather than from his Practices and 
Principles. You were the Man that but- 
cher'd your Countrymen in the Face of the 
Forum; that garriſon'd the Temples with 
Robbers, and burnt promiſcuouſly Pri- 
vate Gentlemens Houſes, and the Sa- 
cred Edifices themſelves down to the 
Ground. Yes indeed! you and Sparta- 
cus were juſt Loyal Subjects alike ! You 
only deftroy'd the Government ; What 
then ? you knew the way, no doubt, how 
to be a true Part of it, and an honeſt 
Cavalier all the while. And IT muſt be 
called, what you really were, an Exile ! 
and it I was fo, 'twas the general Opi- 
nion that the Republick bore me Com- 
pany. Delicious Wretch ! Is thy Mind 
in ſuch a deſperate Condition, that thou'lt 
never be able to bethink thy ſelf a- 
gain? never more conſider what you do 

| or 
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or ſay ? One would think you might 


know Criminals deſerve Baniſhment; or 
elſe can you be ignorant on t'other Hand, 


that it was my moſt meritorious S:r- 


vices to the Publick that occaſion'd that 
Journey ? Your Hardy, Profligate, Incor- 
rigible Villains, ſuch as the Law con- 
ſigns to Tranſportation, and ſuch as you 
are ſo Proud to have, one and all, at your 
Devotion, theſe, while they maintain their 
Ground, are nevertheleſs Exiles in ſpight 
of their Teeth. The Conftitution has 
made you all ſo; and you can't help your 
ſelves. Tell me I pray; Is it not a 
Breach of the Peace to walk the Streets 
Arm'd ? And then remember whoſe Dag- 
ger was found at the very Door of the 
Senate-Houſe. If he's a Malefattor, and 
a Publick Fnemy that kills a Man, or 
fires a Houſe, or ſeizes the Temples ; 
What are you that have committed 10 
many Murders ? Burnt the Mo/ques of 
the Nymphe ? and Encamp'd upon the 
Sacred Pavement of the Forum ? But to 
what end and purpoſe do I trouble my- 
ſelf to prove you an Exila, according to 
Law, upon ſuch a variety of Indictments? 
when, you know, your own beſt Friend 
(Onuintus 8 doom'd you to 
Baniſhment in behalf of the good Peo- 
ple of Rome; if you ſhould preſume to 
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intrude into the Myſteries of the Bona 
Dea Which you did for all that, and 
are always boaſting of it. You ſee, up- 
on how many Statutes you ſtand Im- 
pleaded, and Condemn'd to quit your 
Countrey; and does not the Word Exile 
ſcare you out of your Wits ? No, no: 
You were in Town all the Time! Yes, 
and ſome part of it too, in the Solemn 
Privacies aforeſaid. In a Word, *tis 
clear, a Man that ought to be elſewhere 
in Courſe of Law, is out of his Country, 
tho” his Per/on continues in it. 


— 


V. Every Wiſe Man is in 4 
State of Liberty ; and eve- 
ry Fool's a Slave. 


—_— Ere we ſhall have ſome Empe- 
ror or other putting in for his 

Panegyrick : At leaft challenging his 
Title; and preſſing his Pretenſions to 
it. And yet the * Man's not Ma- 
ſter of his own Appetites and Inclina- 
tions; how then can he pretend to exer- 
ciſe his Authority, at leaſt over Free- 
born 
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born Citizens? Let him learn to ſet 
due Bounds to his own Deſires, to be 
Proof againſt Pleaſure, to moderate his 
Paſſion, and ſuppreſs his Reſentments, 
to bridle his Avarice, and ſubdue all 
the other diſorderly Emotions of his 
Soul. And when he has reſcu'd him- 
ſelf out of the Clutches of the worſt 
of Maſters, his own Vices and Corrup- 
tions ; then, and not till then, let him 
think he's in a Condition to govern o- 
ther People : For as long as he's under 
the Direction of theſe Importunities, he's 
ſo far from being his Imperial Majeſty, 
that in reality he has nothing to do 
even with Liberty and Property. The- 
Learned and Philoſophical Part of Man- 
kind, ( and belicve me, were I talking to 
an literate Audience, I ſhould hardly ap- 
peal to them ; but having the good — 
tune to be heard by Men ot Underſtand- 
ing, well acquainted with the meaning of 
theſe Maxims, I know no Reaſon that 
ſhou'd mduce me to conceal my Profi- 
ciency in theſe the Learned 
ones, I fay, have a Rule, That every Body 
that is not a Wiſe Man is @ Bond-ſlave. 
Indeed what is the true Notion of Li- 
berty ! Is it not a Qualification and 
Privilege to live according to our own 
Contentment and Wiſh ? And how ſhou'd 
Ft K 6 any 
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any Man live fo, that is not true and 
conſtant to all honeſt and ingenuous Pur- 
poſes, that has not well-weigh'd and de- 
termin'd himſelf to the beſt Meaſures 
and Conduct of Lite, that does not make 
his Duty his Pleaſure, and ſubmit to the 
Authority of his Governors, and the 
Laws of the Conſtitution, not out of 
Fear, or becauſe he can't help himſelf, 
but with Alacrity and Leal, and a ge- 
nerous, hearty Regard to the Publick 
Peace and Welfare; that does not ſpeak 
and act, and think without Confinement 
or Reſtraint; that does not work all his 
Deliberations and Reſolutions and Ma- 
nagement out of himſelf, and bring them 
home to his own Circumſtances and Ends; 
that will be ſway'd by any thing but 
his own good Meaning, and free Senſe 
of Matters ; and does not baffle that 
which 1s too hard for other People, the 
Malice and Tyranny of Fortune, and 
which a very underſtanding Poet ob- 
ſerves, 1s this or that, according to the 
Model and Complexion of every one's Mind 
and Manners. Upon the whole, tis a 
Privilege proper and peculiar to the 
Wiſe Man, that he never does any thing 
with Averlion, Reluctance, or Conſtraint. 
I might enlarge upon the Proof and II- 
luſtration of this Propoſition ; but I 

IT think 
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think 'tis evident enough by this time, 
without more adoe, That no Body is pro- 
erly fai Juris, and at bis own Direction, 
till be's thus Diſposd and Reſolv'd. It 
follows, that every Wicked Man's a 
Slave. The Expreſſion perhaps may ſur- 
prize and puzzle you; and yet the Mat- 
ter of Fact is plain and notorious. No 
Body ſuppoſes that this Subjection and 
Bondage of Ill Men, as ſuch, is really 
and properly the fame, with theirs, whoſe 
Perſons are by Purchaſe and Law, the 
Property and Chattels of their Maſters : 
That's not the meaning. There is ano- 
ther ſort of Servicude; the Vaſſalage and 
Captivity of the Mind, when tis ener- 
vated and diffolv'd, and has loit its In- 
difference, and Liberty of Choice and 
Aﬀent. Can any Body queſtion whether 
Voluptuaries, Time-ſervers, Worldlings, 
and all other Diforderly People, of what 
Claſs, or Denomination ſoever, are in a 
State of Slavery ? Where are that Man's 
Immunities, that's wholly in the Hands 
of a Woman ? that muſt govern himſelf 
juſt as ſhe pleaſes, preciſely as ſhe Di- 
rects, Requires, Commands, or Prohi- 
bits? that has not the Power to refuſe 
his Compliance with whatever ſhe ſigni- 
fies to be her Will and Pleaſure ? She 
mult have this and that and Fre ; 
re- 
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Preſently 'tis her s. He muſt come away, 
at her Summons, be gone again, at a 
Word, and fall into Fits, at her Frown. 
Such a Miſerable Mortal as this, what- 
ever his Extraction and Quality may be, 
is in my Opinion, a File, a Sordid Slave, 
and ought to go for ſuch. The Dome- 
ſticks and Servants in a large Family, 
have, ſome of them, more Creditable Of- 
fices than others, and ſuperintend their 
Inferiors ; but yet, whatever they may 
think of themſelves, are Servants ton. 
And fo are the Poor Gentlemen, their 
Mafters; as many of them as lay out 
all their Money and their Admiration 
upon Statues, Pictures, Plate, Magnificent 
Buildings, and Foreign Workmanſhip. 
How ! We, fay they, that are at the 
very top of the Government ? Yes, you 
that are no better than your own Fel- 
low Servants at home. Lis all a Caſe 
whether a poor Fellow's employ'd to 
look after the Furniture and Fine Things 
aforeſaid, to keep them Clean and Bright, 
and in good Order, as much as that Pro- 
vince is below the Character of a Gentle- 
man; or whether a Prime Miniſter of 
State ſets his Heart upon them; and 
is entirely Bigotted to them; for this is 
the loweſt Degree of Servility imagina- 
ble, in Men of an Exalted Station, and 

| Pub- 
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Publick Influence. O, ſays one, I have 
been my Country's Champion, and Com- 
manded her Armies, Adminiſter'd her 
Authority, and Govern'd her Territo- 
ries. And therefore, Sir, I beſeech you, 
take care to anſwer your Character in the 
Qualities of your Mind. Let but a 
Piece of Echion's Painting, or Polycletus's 
Carving come in your Way, and you are 
preſently in an Extaſy. Now without 
examining whence and which Way you 
came by the Bavbles, the Time, and 
Pains, and Expence of Spirits, which the 
Contemplation and Applauſe of them 
ſtand you in, juſtify my pronouncing you 
a Slave to them. Bawbles / Nh are 
they not very choice Curioſities ? I don't 
deny it : Nay, and I have a Fancy too, 
and ſome Skill that way. But let me 
adviſe you, not to over-rate them how- 
ever; not to make an Jol of that, for 
a Man, which is a Play- thing for a Child. 
What wou'd Lucius Mummius, (I be- 
ſeech you) that deſpis'd and rejected all 
the Wealth of Corinth, were he to ſee 
a Fop careſſing and dandling a Corin- 
 thian Chamber-pot, what wou d he think 
of him ? Wou'd he allow him to be an 
Honourable Member of the Community ? 
or would he reckon the Man in the Rank 
of his own Menial Servants ? Were Mau- 

3 | | Las 


208 Ftoical PARADORES. 


lias Curius now living, or any of the reſt the | 
that had nothing in their Houſes, Great © and 1 
or Ornamental, beſides their own Vir- fancy 
tues, and ſhoud happen to find one of er; 
our Modern Grandees at the Bank of I lerab 
his Waters, drawing for Mullet, weigh- Min 
ing and chooſing them with his Hand, ple, t 
and bragging of the Encreaſe of his | 
Lampreys; They wou'd certainly think 
his Mind and Circumſtances too mean 
and flaviſhgo ſet him above the Condi- 
tion and Buſineſs of the Fiſherman in 
a Gentlemai's Family, Can any Body 
make a Queſtion of it, whether that 
Man's a Vaſſal or a Bond-ſlave, that rea- 
dily undergoes any the hardeſt Drud- 
gery, and accepts the moſt unreaſonable 
Impoſitions, in order to the making of Inc 
his Fortune? Your Inberitance-Pochers, ſcie 
What Service or Submiſſion is there fo har 
Scandalous and Baſe, that they'll boggle cip| 
at? Every Motion of the Old Childleſs rid 
Churl is watch'd, underſtood, and grati- COL 
fy d; and to be ſure t'other's Notions al- fea 

ways jump with his: Upon all Occaſions | ho 
= and Turns, his Loving Friend's at his Art 


| Service; he flatters and admires him, ſpe 
and will never be out of his Sight. Now ſol 
this, I warrant you, is no abject Occu- us 
pation, and a Man may attend upon't th 


without abridging himſelf his liberty in ri 
che 
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the leaſt! Ambition too, that generous 
and noble affectation ( as it has been 
fancy d to be) of Preeminence and Pow- 
er; What an Arbitrary, Inſolent, Into- - 
lerable Tyranny does it exerciſe in the 
Mind? *T'was this that made ſome Peo- 
ple, that run up their Pretenſions of Qua- 
lity and Authority as high as any, to 
truckle and reſign themſelves to ſuch a 
notorious ' Boutefeu, as Cethegus ;, to lend 
him Preſents upon Preſents, and to give 
him their Attendance, at all Hours of 
the Night; to Sollicite and Petition him 
too upon their very Knees. If this be 
Liberty, and a Practice of pure Choice; 
What is it you call Servitude ? And then 
after the Importunities of Appetite and 
Inclination are over, the Terrors of Con- 
{ſcience come on, and we muſt meet with 
harder Meaſure, and a much harſher Dif- 
cipline than before. Every young Flo- 
rid Practitioner of the Law muſt be 
courted and retain'd at any Rate for 
fear of his Fluency. No Body knows 
how ſoon he may be Fee'd againſt us! 
And ſo many People at leaſt as we ſu- 
ſpect have any Suſpicion of us, are ab- 
ſolutely our Maſters and may command 
us as they pleaſe. And beſides, there's 
the Dread of the Magiſtrate's Autho- 


rity perpetually haunting the Offenders. 
Now 


210 Stoical PARA DORx ES. 


Now to be always in Fear, I ſuppoſe 
you'll allow is to be always a miſerable 
Slave. And it fo, What becomes of La- 
cius Craſſuss Eloquence, as we find it 
exerted in a very Rhetorical Unphilo- 
ſophical Oration of his? Eripite nos cu 
Servitute, ſays he, Ve beſeech you, Gentle- 
men, reſcue us from Arbitrary Power aud 
Oppreſſion. — What? Is this Honoura- 
ble Perſon in bad Hands ! Yes, un- 
doubtedly a meer Slave, if Jealoufies and 
Fears, Dejection and Cowardice can make 
him ſo. Nolite ſinere nos cuiquam ſervire, 
Never let it be ſaid you ſuffer d our Li- 
zerties and Properties to be at any Man's 
Diſpoſal. One wou'd think he deſir d 
they ſhou'd be ſecur'd to the right Own- 
er ; if *twere not for the next Words — 
Niſi vobis Univerſis; but ſolely and ab- 
ſolutely to yours. It ſeems Liberty 18 
not the Caſe with him; Only he'd be 
glad of a new Maſter. He goes on, 
Duibus & poſſumus, & debemus 7 
your Diſcretion we ſubmit ourſelves, 25 
we have Power, and as we ought t9 
ao Say you ſo ? But there 
are others in the World of Souls more 
Exalted and Maſculine, and Pregnant 
with every kind of Virtue, that will tell 
you they neither can nor ought to do 
fo. You can however, and you may pub- 
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liſh it as much as you pleaſe, but have a 
care of the Word ought ; becauſe no 
Body ought, or is under an Obligation 
to render to any Man what Equity and 
Reaſon don't challenge. Enough of this! 
I ſhall only tack a Word or two more 
to the Premiſſes, entreating that ſame 
Emperor we begun our Digrefſion with, 
to conſider how tis poſſible he ſhould 
be what he's call'd ; when by the Sut- 
frage of right Reaſon, and the Eye of 
Truth, he has not the leaſt Advantage 


of an ordinary —_ 


VI. Every Wiſe Man, and no 
Hat's the Meaning, Sir, of com- 


Body elſe, is Rich. 
W puting your Sums at this Rate, 
and all your Huffing and Bragging upon 
the Merit of your Money ? Is there 
no Body in good Circumſtances but you? 
So it ſhould ſeem truly, and a very hap- 
Py Man am I, no doubt, to have the 
good Fortune to know it! Strange in- 
deed ! the World has never a Rich Man 
in't but yourſelf ! And what will 25 

1. 
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fay now if you are not a Craſſus neither ? 
Nay, what if you're a very Beggar ? For 
we mean any thing or not when we 
talk of ſuch a one's being Rich? What 
are the Conditions then requir'd to en- 
title him to that Character? All the 
Notion I can frame to myſelf of him is 
this, That he has a Competency, and 
lives upon it happily and handſomely , 
without craving and drudging after more. 
Tis not the Bulk of your Fortune, nor 
the common Language of the World, 
that can make a Rich Man of you, but 
the Senſe and Perſuaſion of your own 
Mind. When you have convinc'd your- 
ſelf that you're in want of nothing; 
when you find yourſelf filkd up, or at 
leaft fatisfy'd with what's already in your 
Hands, and graſp at no more; then III 
own you a WYealthy Man But inſtead 
of this, you are ſo hot and eager upon 
the Buſineſs of Getting, that in ſpight of 
the Character and Dignity which you 
bear, and which ties you up from fol- 
lowing any Mercenary Lucrative Em- 
ployment, tho* even Honeſt and Unex- 
ceptionable in itſelf; you ſtick at no Arts 
or Practices, let them be never ſo Foul 
or Shameful, that will bring Money in- 
to your Coffers; if you ſpend all your 
time in Tricking and Couzening, in — 
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king hard Bargains and Demands, and 
in Extortion and Rapine ; If nothing 
will ſerve your turn but you muſt Fleece 
the Subject, and drain the Publick Trea- 
fury ; If you he upon the Catch for Ex- 
ecutorſhips, and ſtudy ways to bring them * 
on with Expedition, over-and-above falſi- 
fications of Hands, and forging of Wills ; 
J appeal to all the World, whether ſuch 
Methods as theſe are the Marks of Pro- 
ſperity and Opulence ; nay, whether they 
be not Evidences of an indigent and ne- 
ceſſitous Condition. Tis not your Purſe 
but your Mind that's properly the Seat 
and Repoſitory of your Cath. Your Bags 
may be cramm'd as full as you pleaſe; 
and what are you the better for't -with 
Deficiencies in your Soul ? At leaft, un- 
leſs we are miſtaken in our Definiti 
That he's a Rich Man who has as much 
as he has Occaſion for. If I have a ſingle 
Daughter, ſhe'll expect a Portion; and 
if I have two or three, or more, of Da- 
naus's Number, as we ſay, they muſt all» 
be provided for, and that will require a 
Fund proportionably larger to make it 
anſwer our Idea of Riches, as aforeſaid. 
Now then, ſetting afide his numerous 
Ie ; let us ſuppoſe the Man beſet with 
a Crowd of Irregular, Profuſe, Inſatiable 
Appetites ; How can I poſſibly be per- 

2 ſuaded, 


— — 
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ſuaded, that the World goes well with 
him, when for his own part, he feels and 
confeſſes himſelf bare and deſtitute ? How 
often have you, Sir, been heard to ſay, 
that tis Nonſenſe to fancy any Man 
Rich, till he's able to maintain a Stand- 
ing Army at his own Charge; that is 
to ſay, till a ſingle Perſon can do as 
much as Rome itfelf, with all her Re- 
venues and Impoſts, has hitherto found 
it a pretty difficult Matter to compaſs. 
So then, you are like to be a Money'd 
Man in'time! When you can afford to 
keep a Hundred Thouſand Men in Pay; 
and is not this a very fair Diſcovery of 
your own Poverty? for ſo it muſt be 
till yon have extended your Capacity and 
Eftate to the length of your Aims and 
Occaſions. Accordingly, you have al- 
ways given the World the cleareft Proofs 
imaginable, of the narrowneſs of your 
Circumftances ; I ſhould rather fay of 


. your extreme Diſtreſs and Beggary : "Tis 


plain enough in the Caſe of Merchants 
and Tradeſmen, Publick Notaries and 
Clerks, Officers and Farmers of the Cuſ- 
toms, Sc. that they follow their Buſi- 
neſs to get them their Livelyhoods and 
Eftates. And would not any one that 
conſiders you at home with all your In- 
formers, Knights of the Poſt, Judges d 
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the Courts, and Oracles of the Law a- 
bout you; and the Criminals (that have 
Money enough) making ule of your In- 
tereſt and Aſſiſtance, to divert the Courſe 
and Execution of Juſtice ; beſides your 
Bargaining with your Clients over your 
Breviates; your engaging at Canvaſſes 
and Elections, for the payment of Bribes; 
your Commiſſioning the Free- holders to 
raiſe Exactions and Contributions upon 
the Provinces ; youF diſpoſſeſſing and 
expelling of your next Neighbours ; your 
committing the Country Gentlemen to 
the Houſe of Correction; your Intima- 
cies and Combinations with all forts of 
People; Freemen, Clients, nay, Servants 
and Slaves too; your Sequeſtrations and 
Proſcriptions; not forgetting the Bur- 
roughs and Corporations that were Plun- 
der'd and Ruin'd and Maffacred, and the 
lucky Bargains you got in Sylla's Reign; 
the Wills you have Counterfeited, and 
the Lives you have diſpoſed of ; and the 
Markets you have made of every thing, 
before you; as of your Civil and Mili- 
tary Commiſſions, ( either by granting or 
ſtopping them) Decrees and Sentences, 
For, or Againſt, in Favour of the one, or 
Prejudice of the other; of the Publick 
Sphere of your Buſineſs, or the Private; 
of ſpeaking or holding your * 
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fay, would not any one that's acquainted 
with all theſe Things, attend to em as 
fo many Demonſtrations of this very 
thing; That the Party concern d has his 
Fortune io mate; yet that he's ſomewhat 
at a Loſs for want of the Conveniences of 
Life ? And how then can he be calPd a 
Rich Man without a meer Soleciſm ? 'The 
reſult of Riches is Aﬀfuence and Plenty; 
and the Conſequence of that, Content 
and Satiety. Now this you muſt never-ex- 
— to come to; and therefore ſet your 

eart at reſt, you can never be a Rich 
Man. As for my own Concerns in the 
World, other People reckon them a Com- 
petency, and I value them as a ſufficient 
and handſome Subſiſtence; but you, (as 
you have Reaſon to do!) make a Blank 
of the whole: And therefore I ſhall fay 
nothing of any Body's Matters but 
your's. Let us come to the Point, and 
ſet one thing againſt another. For Exam- 
ple; Which ſhall we think the moſt valu- 
able Treaſure of the two; the Sum of 
Money that was offer'd Fabricius by Pyr- 
rhus, or Fabricius's Command of himſelf 
in refuſing it ? The Gold of the Sam- 
nites, or Curius's Anſwer to them? L- 
cius Paulus's Eſtate, or Africanus's Ge- 
nerofity, that quitted his Share in it to 
his Brother Quintus Maximus? All os 

| Acti- 
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Actions as theſe are the certain Iſſue of 
V irtuous and Honourable Principles, and 
therefore are incomparably more Excellent 
than any Advantages of Wealth whatſo- - 
ever. So that if the Worth and Ap- 
praiſemeut of a Man's Efeds, be the 
Rule we are to judge by of his Condition 
and Circumſtances ; tis certain, the Beſt _ 
and the moſt Virtuous Men muſt, as 
ſuch, be the Richeſig becauſe the beſt 
Metals fall infinitely ſhort of Virtue in 
their Intrinſick Value and Significancy. 
But the moſt aſtoniſhing Paradox of all, 
(to take my leave of Avarice, and turn 
to the Subject of Exrravagance) is this, 
that the World mould be ſo ignorant ot 
1 the Value of Frugality; N bat a noble E- 
| ry ſtate tis? This or that Man's Patri- 

y mony's worth {ſo many I houſands a Year 
q to him; Mine brings me in a Hundred 
= Pound or two. Here's /zch a one mult 
. have his Villas Roof d and Fetter'd 
: — wich Gold; and his Floors of Marble; 
EM and never knows when he has enough of 


2 Ic Pictures, Imaginary Furniture, and Fop- 
1 pery: And where's the Wonder it his 
* Rents are too little to ſatisſy his Curi- 


=. oſity, or his Creditors ? In the mean 
time I, that make an inconſiderable Fi- 
gure, and deny my Appetites the Com- 
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mand of my Purſe-ſtrings, have always 

ing over-and-above to lay up at 
the Year's end. And whether of the 
Two is the Richer Man, I beſeech you? 
He that has more than enough, or he 
that has not ſo much? He that's Over- 
ſtock d, or he that's Behind-hand in the 


World? He that with greater Poſſeſ- 


ſions muſt be at a greater Trouble and 
Expence to keep things in good Order and 
Repair; or another Man's Competency, 
that makes out itſelf ? To give you no 
turther Trouble about my own particu- 
lar, becauſe tis a ſtrange perverſe World 
we live in, and I will not pretend to 
have cleaverly eſcap'd the general Infection; 


There was Marcus Manilius, not a hundred 


Years ago, (beſides the other Inſtances 
I'm fo fond of, as Curius Luſcinus, &c.) 
This Gentleman, you'll ſay, look d like 
a Decay one; becauſe forfooth ! he had 
only a little Dwelling-houſe in Town, and 


no more Eſtate than his Farm at Labi- 


cum. Now the Queſtion is, whether we 
that have more than Manitius are for 
that Reaſon Richer than he was. I am 
fare, I with we were. But it muſt be 
remember'd, that a Man's Subſtance is 
by no Means to be rated from the Total 
of his Income, but according to bis man- 

ner 
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per of Living, and his choice of Accom- 
modations, There's Principal and Inte- 
reſt in not being Covetous, an Inheritance 
in Frugality ; and Content is a longer 
and furer 'Treafure than the Wealth of 
Kingdoms, Your Bailifls, and People that 
underſtand Purchaſes, prefer ſome forts 
of Meadow-ground and Paſtures to any 
other Land whatſoever ; becauſe they 
run the leaſt Hazard in them : How 
precious and profitable a Purcbace, is 
irtue then, which neither Force nor 
Fraud can deprive us of ; neither Floods 
nor Flames can injure ; neither the In- 
clemencies of the Seaſons, nor Alterati- 
ons of the Times can change or corrupt ? 
They that have this within them are 
truly Rich Men, and only they : "Tis 
peculiar and confin'd to them, the Pro- 
perty of a moſt Fertile and Durable 
Proviſion ; They alone carry that about 
them which is always the Certificate of 
a Man's good Circumſtances, Content- 
ment; They are never craving, nor com- 
plaining; They are convinc'd they have 
enough; They want no more, and ſeek 
no further. "Tis otherwiſe with the In- 
corrigible and Inſatiable part of Man- 
kind ; there's nothing they call their 
own, but is liable to a Thouſand Mit- 

L2 carri- 
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carriages and Revolutions ; beſides that 
they are continually upon the Scent and 
the Chaſe; and to this very Day, there 
never was a Soul of them that knew when 
to give over. U the whole ; they 
have ſo weak a Title to the Character 
of Thriving and Wealthy People, that 
we. have all the Reaſon in the World to 
reckon them the greateſs Objefts of our 
Charity. © 
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SCIPIO's Narrative 


OF HIS 


DREAM. 


II being my Fortune to quar- 
I => ter in Africa, ( you all re- 
3 member the Time) when LI 
went thither in Quality of a 
Lieutenant. General, under the Conſul 1ar- 
cus Manilius; I was very Ambitious to 
go and pay my Duty to King Maſniſa; 
A Prince that had receiv'd ſome Obli- 
gations from my Family, and was al- 
ways Cordially and Entirely our Friend. 
His Majeſty, then adorn'd with all the 
venerable Characters of Age, no ſooner 
knew me, but he took me in his Arms, 
(upon which we both burſt into Tears) 
vols © | L 3 and 
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and after he had a little recolle&ed him- 
ſelf, fixing Ins Eyes towards Heaven, © 
thou Sovereign Luminary, all ye Celeſtial 
Powers that ſhine above / from my very 
Soul (ſaid he) I acknowledge this mighty 
Bleſſing, the Happineſs now vouchſaf d the 
poor Old Man before be goes off Pub- 
lius Cornelius Scipio iz my Dominions , 
and within the Walls of my Palace Me- 
thinks . the very mention of that Name 
makes me young again; *Tis my daily Me- 
ditations upon the Memory of that beſt of 
Men, and greateſt of Conquerors that keeps 
me ſtill alive. At length, we turn'd the 
Diſcourſe; I was very inquiſitive about 
the Poſture of Affairs in his Kingdom, and 
he was pleas'd to examine into the State 
and Condition of our Government at 
Home. And fo we continn'd communi- 
cating our Notions about this thing and 
that, till the. Cloſe of the Evening ; 
when TI receiv'd the welcome of a Royal 
Entertainment, and afterwards we fat 
together and ſpent good part of the 
Night in Talk, his Majeſty beginning 
and ending with the Story of Africanus, 
and recollecting not only all that he did, 
but all the Remarkable things he faid 
too. At laſt we retir'd to our Lodg- 
ings, and what with my Journey and Sit- 

| * ting 
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ting up fo long, I dropt into as ſound a 


Sleep as ever I did in my Life. In the 
Depth of this Repoſe I ſaw, methought, 
Africanus before me; I know no Reaſon | 
why, unleſs it was, becauſe he had been 
the Subject of our Congerfation, as tis 
very uſual to dream of what we have 
dwelt upon, either in our Thoughts or 
Words, in the Day-time ; which, by 
the way, puts me in mind of Exnius's 
Dream about Homer and himſelf ; re- 
ſulting, no doubt, from his frequent Con- 
templations upon, and Converſations con- 
cerning him, when he was awake. Ho] - 
ever it came about, Africanus preſented 
himſelf; for tho' I was too young when 
he dy'd, to retain any Notion or Re- 
membrance of his Perſon, yet I was very 
well acquainted with the beſt Pictures 
and "Statues of him. Such an unexpected 
Object put me into a Conſternation ; At 
which he bad me take Courage. Come, 
Scipio, faid he, diſmiſs your Fears, and 
lay up in your Memory the Particulars 
I am now going to communicate. And 
juſt then, methought, we were ſtanding 
up a great way in the Heavens, in a 
very bright and glorious Region, crowned 
with Stars. D'you fee, /ays be, point- 
ing down upon Carthage, that City yon- 
L 4 der, 
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der, which heretofore I had the Happi- 
nels to render obedient and tributary to 
Rome But, it ſeems, ſhe has unſheath'd 
the Sword of War again, and knows not 
when ſne's well; and *tis upon that Er- 
rand you are one into Africa to ſerve 
your Country ( a Commander before 
your Time) in the Reduction of Car- 
zhage ;, m Order to which you ſhall riſe 
to the Conſulſtip within theſe two Years, 
and then you ſhall effeftually demolith 
her Walls, and ſo, beſide the Title of 
Inheritance, carry the D iſtinction of 
Africanus, the acceſſional Right of your 
own Merits and gallant Behaviour. Af- 
ter you have levelld thoſe Walls, and 
your Succeſs has been honour'd with a 
Triumph, and you hae diſcharg'd the 
Duty of the Cenſorſbip, and accompliſh'd 
all that ample Deputation which you 
mall be ſent upon into Egypt, Syria, 
Aſia, and Greece, you ſhall be Created a 
ſecond time Conſul, and that without 
your own Appearing for it; and be- 
fore you are out of your Office, you 
ſhall finiſh a Rivalſhip of the greateſt 
* Conſequence, and lay Numantia in Duſt 
and Ruins. Upon this Occaſion, you. 
ſhall ride again in your Triumphal Cha- 
riot to the Capitol, and at that very time 
you 
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you ſhall have a certain ſeditious Grand- 
ſon of mine at Work upon his Project of 
Anarchy. This is your nice juncture, 
Africauus; the Critical Seaſon when you 
are to give your Country the Welcome 
Demonſtrations of the Greatneſs of your 
Soul and the Depth of your Wiſdom. 
I will not fay, What ſhall be the Iſſue 
of this Turn of Affairs. Only thus 
much you may depend upon, that at 
what time the Sun ſhall, from the Year 
of your Birth, have advanc'd Eight- 
'Times-Seven of his Annual Revolutions, 
which two Numbers, (the one as well 
as the other, tor ſpecial and peculiar 
Reaſons, Adequate and Perfect) are the 
appointed Epocha of your Life; the 
Republick ſhall be under a neceſſity of 
referring itſelf wholly to the auſpicious 
Name and Perſon of Africanus; the Eyes 
of the Senate and all the Worthy Citi- 
zens, of the Latins and all the Allies of 
Rome, ſhall be fixt upon you; the Sub- 
ſiſtence and Safety of the Government 
Mall be centred in you; to be ſhort, 
there will be a neceſſity of inveſting you 
with a Dictatorial Power « keep. things 
together; that is to ſay, il you can be 
0 happy as to defeat the curſed Ma- 
lice and Machinations of your own Kin- 
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dred againſt you. At this Part of 
the Story Lælius expreſs'd à loud Concern, 
and the reſt of the Company fetch'd a diſ- 
mal Groan ; Scipio, for bis Part, witb an 
eaſy Smile deſir d them not to break the 
Pleaſure of his Dream. No more of that, 
Jays he, and you ſhall hear how he went 
on. In the next Place, my Africa- 
nus, be aſſur d of this one thing, which 
will prove a mighty Encouragement and 
pport to yon in your Proſecution of 
the Cauſe of the on- wealth, and 
your Aſſerting of her Liberties; That 
re has been active and inſtrumen- 
in preſerving his Country or promo- 
ting * — cannot miſs of a deter- 
minate Reſidence or Station here above, 
where he ſhall live for ever m a perpe- 
tual Circle and Succeſſion of Felicity; 
the Firft and Supream Being, whoſe 
Providence directs and governs every 
thing in all this prodigious Univerſe, 
having a more 1 ate Conſideration 
of, and Regard to, thoſe Combinations 
and Communities of Mortals, rightfully 
and legally eftabliſh'd, which we call Bo- 
dies Politict Corporations, than for 
any other of your private and mferiour 
Intereſts or Concerns. And as it is 
from this very Place that the 9 
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thers and Defenders of thoſe Societies 
are ſent down; fo hither in good time 
they re-aſcend. And here, as much as 
his Prediction had juſt before diſorder d 
me, not ſo properly with Fear at the 
ſight of my Deſtiny, as Aftomiſhment 
and Horror that my own Relations ſhould 
conſpire againſt my Life, I had yet Pre- 
ſence of Mind enough to enquire whether 
himſelf and Paulus my Father, and ſe- 
veral others, ſuppos'd to be Dead long 
ago, were {till alive. Moſt certainly, 
faid he, the Living Part of Mankind 
are in reality they that have obtain'd 
their Diſcharge, and are no longer in 
cloſe Cuſtody of Fleſh and Blood: 
And the Life that your People lead and 
call ſo, is a State of Death. But ſee 
there! Your Father Aproaches you. I 
faw him preſently, and receiv'd him with 
a ſhower of Tears. And he, on t other 
Hand claſp'd me in his Arms, and kifg'd 
me, and bad me not weep. Which Com- 
mand fo ſoon as I had Power to obey, 
and found myſelf in a condition to ſpeak, 
What is the Reaſon (faid Il) O thou 
Bleſſed, thou venerable Soul of my Fa- 
ther; Why, ſince there's no ſuch thing 
as Life but here, (as Africanus has now 
told me) your Son ſhould be oblig'd to 


ſtay 
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ſtay longer below? Would it not be bet- 
ter to take the ready Road, and force 
my way to you? Have a care! ſays he, 
there's ho hope of your getting hither 
unleſs you wait contentedly within that 
Cage of yours you carry about you, till 
_ your Diſmiſſion comes from that Deity 
whoſe Preſence conſecrates all this wide 
ſtupendous Temple you ſee about you. 
For this is the Pleaſure and Intention 
of the Deity in the Formation and Con- 
tinuation of Mankind, that they ſhould 
have the Tenure and Wardſhip of that 
little Ball you obſerve yonder, juſt in 
the Center of this Temple, the ſame 
which you call the Earth. Now every 
one of theſe Mortals has a Mind or Soul 
darted into his Compoſition out of the 
Subftance of thoſe Eternal Luminaries, 
which you mean by the name of Stars; 
being ſo many globular Bodies, actuated 
and illuminated with divine Intelligences 
or Spirits, and performing all their peri- 
odical Courſes and Progreſſions with a 
wonderful Expedition. And therefore my 
Publius, you and all good Men, as they 
will anſwer that Character, are oblig'd 
to be chearful and eaſy under the Soul's 
Durance and Confinement; and not to 
forſake their Priſon till the Author of 
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their Immortal Beings ſhall let them 
out; as they mean to eſcape the Guilt 
and Charge of complaining of the Lot 
and abandoning the Poſt which Provi- 
dence has aflign'd them. All you have 
to do, Scipio, is what your Grandfather 
here, and I your Father, have done before 
you; punCtually and religiouſly to acquit 
yourſelf in the ſeveral Duties of Juſtice and 
Piety ; as particularly that Piety which 
has for its Object either the Perſons or 
Memory of Parents and Relations ; but 
yet again more eſpecially that which is 
owing to the Publick. This is the ready 
way to Heaven, to the Place and Con- 
dition of all theſe happy Souls that have 
done with t'other Lite, and ſerv'd- out 
the Bondage of theirBodies, and are now 
Inhabitants of this Region before you, 
which, among the Romans, has the name 
of the Milky-H/ay, as tis the Galaxy 
with the Greeks. Now this was a very 
clear and radiant Zone or Circle of dazling 
Conſtellations ; which, as LI ftood in it, 
repreſented the whole Proſpect, wherever 
I turn'd my Eyes, to all imaginable Ad- 
vantage. There were Stars to be ſeen, 


which never any Man diſcern'd at this 
Diſtance, and every one of them too of 
an incredible Magnitude ; the leaſt of all 
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was that which borrows its Beams, in 
the hithermoſt Extremity of Heaven, and 
the neareſt of all to the Body of the 
Earth ; the Compaſs and Bulk of which 
was by no means comparable to the Di- 
menſions of any of thoſe Stars; and in- 
- deed the Whole of it appear'd fo very 
Diminutive, that the Extent of our migh- 
ty Empire look'd like a Flea-bite, and 
made me almoſt aſham'd of it. Howe- 
ver I could not but view it very earneſt- 
ly; which Africanus taking notice of, 
What ! fays he, willnothing divert your 
Thoughts from that Lump of Clay? 
Look about you and obſerve the ſacred 
Structure of this vaſt magnificent Dome 
you aſcended to. *Tis diſtributed into 
Nine ſeveral Orbs or Spheres. The 
Terminating or Higheſt is the Cœleſti- 
al properly ſo call'd; inclofing the reſt ; 
and, like the Sovereign Deity, holding 
them together in Order and Oeco- 
nomy ; and in it is the Seat of the Fixt 
Stars ing their eternal Journey. Un- 
der this there are ſeven Orbs that row! 
in a Motion contrary to that of the 
Sphere above them. The firſt belongs 
to the Planet which among your Philo- 
ſophers goes the name of Saturn. 
Jupiter, whole Luſtre and Influence is fo 

lalutary 
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ſalutary and propitious to you Mortals, 
is the next. And after him is the fiery 
Star of Mars, no leſs malignant on t'other 
hand, and prejudicial to the Interefts of 
Mankind. Somewhat lower, about the 
midmoſt Region, the Sun diſplays itſelf, 
the Governor, as twere the greateſt 
Monarch and Conduttor of the reft of 
the Planets, the very Soul of the World 
and Principle of all Phyſical Maturation 
and Concottion, ſo large that it diffuſes 
its Light and Vigour through the Uni- 
verſe. The two next in the Pro- 
ceſſion are Venus and Mercury, and theſe 
are more immediately Fellow- Travellers 
with and under the San. The laft and 
loweſt of the Seven is the Region of the 
Moon, where ſhe moves in the Reflection 
of her Brother's Rays. All that's be- 
neath, diſcounting only the rational Souls 
of ind, communicated to them im- 
mediately from Heaven, is nothing elſe 
but a Scene of Mortality and Change ; 
as higher, tis all Perpetuity and Eter- 
nity ; the Earth, which is the Ninth 
Diviſion of the World hanging under 
the reſt, in the Middle, where it abides 
without Motion, the Receptacle and 
Harbour of all Pondrous Bodies. As 1 
was traverſing this Pro/pe# with earneſt 
Attention and Admiration, I beſeech you, 


Sir, 
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Sir, (faid I, recovering myſelf ) What 
may this Muſick be that ſounds fo loud 
in my Ears, and yet ſo Melodiouſly ? 
Tis a Variety of Diviſions, (ſaid he) 
Diſtinct and Juſt, according to the Rules 
and Meaſures of an exact Proportion, (the 
Compoſition of the Lighter and Shriller 
with the Graver Notes, making out of dif- 
ferent and diſagreeing Sounds a ſmooth 
equal Harmony) and it reſults from the 
Motions and Impreſſions of the Spheres. 
For *tis impoſſible fach Bodies as theſe 
ſhould be carry'd with ſuch a Motion, 
and make no Noiſe. And *tis in the 
very Nature of Muſick that the two Ex- 
tremities of the Inſtrument muſt return 
oppoſite Sounds, the one a Flat, and the 
other a Sharp. Accordingly the found 
that's ſupply'd by the motion of the 
Sphere of the Fixt Stars, which is the 
Swifteſt of all, is a ſhrill Treble; and 
that of the Moon yonder at the Bottom, 
a Deep Baſe. The Earth, in the mean 
time, the ninth and laſt Patt in the Di- 
tribution, is true to its Place, the 
Centre of the Univerſe, where it ſtays 
without any manner of Motion. The 
Rotation of theſe Eight Spheres, two of 
which, thoſe of Mercury and Venus, have 
an equal Force or Efficacy, creates a 
K 75 Sym- 
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Symphony that runs 1 a regular 
Scale of ſeven diſtin and diſtant Sounds; 
and the Perfection of the Univerſe, as well 
as of almoſt all the Parts of it reſpec- 
tively, is wound up into this very Num- 
ber. Accordingly Men of Learning and 
Art have obſerved the ſame Order an4 
Variety in their Muſical Exerciles, as 
well of the Voice as the Inſtrument ; and 
the Merit of their Improvements has 
brought them again to this Place of their 
Original, as a great many others have 
been recall'd and reinſtated; Men of ex- 
traordinary Qualifications and Abilities, 
after they have employ'd them long e- 
nough upon Earth, to the moſt No- 
ble and Uſefal Purpoſes. To return; 
The Reaſon why this Muſick does not 
ſenſibly affect the Inhabitants of your 
little World, is becauſe tis ſo very Loud, 
and Unintermitted withal; that it keeps 
their Organs benumb'd and ſtupify' d; 
as indeed your Faculty of Hearing is 
one of the Dulleſt and moſt Defective 
in your Compoſition. An Inftance of this 
you have among you in thoſe People 
that have the Cataracts or Catadupa of 
the River Nile in their Neighbourhood. 
'The perpetual Floods of Water that 


tumble down to rights from the Tops 
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of Mountains, and Cliſſs of a dreadful 
Height, make ſuch a violent Roaring, 
that the very Capacity of Hearing is pre- 

vented by <g Thus the Sounds that are 
caus'd by the rapid Revolutions of all 
the great Wheels of Nature in Conſort, 
are fo ſtrong and fierce, that Mortal Ears 
are too Cloſe and Narrow to admit the 
Operation ; juſt as Human Eyes are £00 
weak and tender to look tedfaſtly upon 
the Body of the Sun, and dwell upon its 
Glories. You may imagine, my Friends, 
all this was a very new and ſurprizing 
Scene; but ſtill I could not forbear look- 
ing down towards Home. At which, I 
perceive, faid Africanus, your Sight is 
directed upon the Stage of Human Life. 
*Tis inconſiderable in Compaſs, and I 
ſuppoſe you think it ſo; > therefore 
let me adviſe you to turn your Back up- 
on't, and make Heaven the perpetual Ob- 
ject of your Sight, and Subject of your 
tation. All the Applauſe and Glo- 
2 vou can poſſibly purchaſe to = 

f in that Quarter of the World, 

is it worth when you have it? You ke 
upon the Surface there, how few Parts 
of it are Inhabited ; and how deſpicable 
too thoſe are for the Dimenſions of them. 
Nay, and as little Room as they take 
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up, How many waſte Deſarts, and what 
wild Extents of Solitude are there in 
every one of thoſe little Spots upon the 
Map? Beſides, that the Situations of 
the Inhabitants, where you meet with 
them, are ſo Broken and ſhut up from 
one another, that they cannot all of 
them hold Correſpondence and exchange 
Intelligence: And ſome of the People 
live Obliquely at a great Diſtance from 
your Corner, and others again towards 
the other Pole, and others in a Poſition 
diametrically contrary to yours. All theſe 
he too far out of the Way to propagate 
our Fame and ſwell your Character. 
ou may further take Notice, how the 
Body of the Ball ſeems to be girt or 
ſwadled, as I may call it, with feveral 
Zones or Belts. Two of theſe which 
are as diſtant as they can be from each 
other, and front the two Celeſtial Poles, 
the one on one ſide, and the other on 
Cother, are, you may perceive, all over 
Icy and Frozen : 'The Middlemoit and the 
Largeſt is perfectly Bak'd and Parch'd 
by the Sun: The other two are tempe- 
rate and habitable; the one upon the 
South, and this you and your Neighbours 
are no way concern d with, becauſe they 
that live within the limits of it are all 
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of them, more or leſs, your Oppolites 
and Antipodes ; the other upon the 
North, which is that where your Buſi- 
neſs lies; and mark it well, I beſeech 
you, what a very flight Share of it makes 
out the whole Theatre of your Empire 
Indeed all that mighty Tratt of Terra 
Firma which you Romans are in ſſion 
of; What is it more than as it were an 
Illand, very narrow in the Longitude, 
but ſomewhat wider in the Latitude, 
and ſurrounded with what you call the 
Atlantic and the Great Sea or Ocean : 

Very improper Appellations, I conceive, 
if you take meaſure of it from this dif- 
tance. And even within the Precincts of 
that Spot of Ground that's Peopled and 
Known, how is it poſſible that the Sto- 
Ty of your Actions, or your Father's, or 
Mine, ſhould travel over the Height 
of Caucaſus here, or ferry over the 
Breadth of Ganges there > Mich leſs is 
your Name like to be carry'd into the ye- 
ry furtheſt Climates, Eaft, Weſt, North, 
or South? And now, when all the Re- 
gions and Countries are Diſcounted; tis 
very Viſible to what a ſcanty Incloſure 
the Splendour of all your: Glory and 
Renown will of neceſſity be confin'd. 
'Then again; The Mouths that are * 
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of your Commendations, how ſoon will 
the Time come when they ſhall all be 
Silenc'd ? Nay, and if Poſterity ſhould 
prove as Hearty and Induſtrious as we 
can with, in the Conveyance of thoſe 
Encomiums that may be due, reſpective- 
ly, to each of us, from Father to Son, 
as far as twill go, yet there are and 
will be ſuch Things in the Courſe of 
Nature, as Inundations and Conflagrati- 
ons which return within certain and fixt 
Periods of Time, and theſe make it ut- 
terly impoſſible that the Memory of a 
great Man's Merit and Character ſhould 
live out many Ages, much leſs for e- 
ver. And befides, Where's the great 
Advantage of having your Example bla- 
zon'd and celebrated by the Voice of 
thoſe that are to come after you 
when there was not a word faid of you 
by thoſe that liv'd before you ? Let me 
tell you, their Numbers were as Con- 
ſiderable, and the Men much better. 


But whatever ſort of People, or how 


many ſoever they may be that come ac- 
quainted with the Teſtimonies and Mo- 
numents of your Deſert, tis an Impoſ- 
fibility that either Yours or the Re- 
membrance of any Body elſe ſhould ſur- 
vive the Man @ whole Tear together. I 

confeſs, 
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confeſs, tis your way Underneath to 
make the- Meaſure of a Year the Re- 
volution or Return of a fingle Planet 
(the Sun I mean) to the ſame Point: 
Whereas the whole Confederacy of the 
Heavenly Bodies muſt recover the ve- 
ry fame Order and Poſition from whence 
they ſet out, and, by a leiſurely Progreſs 
and Advance, bring about the proper 
and entire Complement of a Univerſal 
Tear; an Interval which comprehends 
a longer ſeries of Generations, as you 
call them, than I am willing to tell you, 
before the true Near is Conſummate. halt 
at the time of Romulus's Admiſſion to 
the Privileges of this Divine Palace and 
Society, there was a Total Eclipſe of 
the Sun; inſomuch that the Spectators 
apprehended the Body of it to be Ob- 
ſcur'd for good and all. Now, when 
the Sun ſhall be under the Eclipſe 
the next time, in the ſame Place as be- 
fore, and in the very ſame Inſtant, all 
the Stars too, both within and without 
the Zodiack, fhall be return'd to the 
ſame Pofitions and they were 
arriv'd at ſo fince, and then there 
2 be a Year compleat; but as yet 
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ſi you were out of all hope and 
proipett of being reſtored to theſe 
Manſions and this Life, into which all 
the Satisfactions and Ambitions of the 
Beſt and Braveſt Men are reſolv d; 
Where's your Account in your Popular 
Efteem and Applauſe as long as tis 
1mpoilible it ſhould laſt beyond a very 
ſhort Portion of a fingle Year ? Upon 
the Matter then; Are your. Thoughts 
and Deſires pointed Upwards, arid the 
Powers of your Soul Intent and- Fixt 
upon our Sublime Abodes and ever- 


everlaſting State of Happineſs and Tri- 
— 1 — I adviſe you, of ſtaking 


the main Chance upon Opinions and Re- 
preſentations of the Multitude, and ne- 
ver ſet your Heart upon the Encourage- 
ment of any Human Rewards whatſo- 
ver. But reſign yourſelf entirely to the 
Invitations and Charms of an abſtrafted 
Virtue, and ſhe'll infallibly conduct you 
to genuine and folid Glory. Be it to 
themſelves whatever other People are 
pleas'd to r of you ; for talk they 
muſt and will. But whatever they fay, 
the Noiſe of the Narration cannot ex- 
ceed thoſe ous Limits that lie 
there before you; and beſides, tis ve- 
ry I ranfient and Short-liv'd, and either 
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expires with the Generation then flou- 
riſhing, or however is quickly dropt in 
Tradition by the Neglect and Forget- 
falneſs of Poſterity. Since ſo it is, and 
ou give me theſe Aſſurances, Sir, (ſaid 
I,, interrupting him) that an indefatiga- 
ble Activity and V igour in the ſupport 
and ſervice of the Publick, is a Path 
which will directly bring a Man to Hea- 
ven; as diligently as I have always en- 
deavonr'd to preſerve and promote the 
Dignity and Honour of my Family by 
an emulous Imitation, from my very 
Childhood, of your's and my Father's 
Example and Conduct, the addition of 
ſuch an invaluable R e as this 
in Reverſion will animate and oblige me 
to proſecute my Buſineſs more earneſtly 
and induſtriouſly than ever. By all means 
let it have that effect, (ſaid he) and reſt 
ſatisfy d of this, that tis not Joa that 
are Mortal, but only this fame Machine 
of a Body. For you muſt know, tis not 
any Configuration or Complexion of the 
external Parts, that diſtinguiſhes your 
Species ; but Every Man's Mind or Soul 
is abſolutely Himſeiß, and excluſively of 
his Viſible Shape and Subſtance. In a 
word (be perſuaded and convinc'd of it) 
You are in ſome ſenſe a Divinity. The 
| ts Sovereign 
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Sovereign Deity is an Active and Intel- 
ligent Being, that Remembers and Fore- 


— ſees, that Regulates and Manages the 
— Vaiverſe : Thus the Mind, with reſpect 
id to the Body over which it preſides. And 


as all that Part of the Material World, 
which is Mutable or Mortal, owes its Mo- 
tions and Operations to the Direction 
of an Eternal God; juſt ſo the Immor- 
tal Soul of Man is the Principle of 
Life and Action to the Material and 
Animal Part of him which is Diſſoluble 
and Infirm; * his Immortal Soul, 1 ſay, 
becauſe whatever has in its Nature a 
Power of Acting and Moving Perpetu- 
ally, is Eternal; as on t' other hand, That 
which actuates or communicates Motion 
to ſomething elſe, but muſt withal firſt 
be atted upon it ſelf by another Se- 


*The following Argument fer the Soul's Immortality | 
being a very bold and untlicons'd one, as it ſtands ia 
the Original, I have ventur'd te qualify and c©:r- 
ret the Senſe of it as well as I cculd, for my Rea- 
der's ſake and my Author's tco;, but ſeme Merti- 
ons in it would admit of no -Palliation, and ſbeuld 
have been cenſder d in @ few ſhort R-flexiens at the | 
end of this Diſccurſe, but that the groſs Aiſurdity ot | 
them is manifeſt of itſe!lf, and brides bas leu * 1 
ficiently expes'd by ſcvxral Learned Isriters that i 
it) have ccrfuted tle Errors ef the Platoniſts 2 Py- | 
he thagoreans, and the Origenian D.&:in2 if Precx» 
gu ift CHE» 
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cond Cauſe, whenever its borrow'd Mo- 
tion is at an end, loſes all its Life and 
Activity. At the ſame time a Being, to 

which the Faculty of felf-Motion is Eſ- 
ſential, cannot abandon and betray itſelf; 
and not only ſo, but is likewiſe a Source 
and Principle of Motion to other Mo- 
vers. Now, the Notion of a Principle 
properly and ſimply underſtood, is exclu- 
hve of an Origin of that Principle; that 
is to fay, a Principle is that out of which 
all other Compounds or Effects of that 
Principle derive themſelves, and mto 
which its own Subſtance is ultimately re- 
folv'd ; for tis certain it could not be a 
Principle if the Subſtance of it were Ex- 
trated and Derivative: Which ſince it is 
not, neither is it, in its own Nature, ſubject 
to Diſſolution, or Annihilation. Otherwiſe 
a Principle might fail, and fo conſequently 
neither be renew'd itſelf, nor continue a- 
ny longer Antecedent and Fundamental to 
other things, and yet hold on to be That 
out of which all other Compounds or 
Effects of it derive themſelves. Upon the 
whole then, the Principle of Motion in 
Human Nature lies in that Part which 
has a Power and Liberty of Moving it- 
elf: And This, as it exiſted before, fo 
it cannot die with or after our Bodies; 
you may as well conceive the Univerſe 
c 
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to be both. a Chaos and a Forld at one 
time, and all the Parts of it Unſuſceptive 


of any Influence or X#ffcacy from the firſt 


Mover. Now then, tis evident, what- 
foever has a Power of Moving itſelf muſt 
be Eternal; and there is no y I fup- 
poſe but will allow, that every Human 
Soul has this Power. Iis only for 
Brute and Inanimate Beings to be put 
into Motion by an impulſe of Something 
Without them. Whatſoever is conſci- 
ous of a Soul in itſelf moves and acts up- 
on the immediate Strength of a Force or 
Faculty that's lodg'd in the very Effence of 
it; and the immediate Seat and Subject of 
this Faculty is the Soul. Now Selt-Agi- 
tation or Motion being a Privilege peculiar 
to the Soul, it follows, that as your Mind 
was in Being before you were Born, fo 
it ſhall ſubſiſt for ever. You are therefore 
to ſee that this Soul of yours be kept 
employ'd upon the Nobleit Reſolutions 
and Exerciſes of Life; among which all 
Pablick Adminiſtrations and Services, 
and the Part of a Patriot are in the fore- 
moſt Rank; and the more Converſant 
and Engag'd a Man's Mind is in 
Concerns of this Nature, the fooner 
he may expect to be.recall'd up to his 
Original Condition of Li'e in theſe Re- 
gions of the Univerſe ; and ſooner yet, if 

during. 
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during its State of Captivity, it diſen- 
gages itſelf from any Entercourſes with 
the Body as much as it can, and looks 
abroad with its Faculties, habituating it- 
ſelf to the Speculation of diſtant and ſu- 
blime Objects; the Souls of all ſuch Per- 
ſons as have deliver'd up themſelves to 


© the Service of Senſual Pleaſure, and fo 


far ſubmitted to their Inferior Appetites, 
as even, in the Gratification of them, to 
break through all Obligations of Duty to 
God and Man, being doom'd by an in- 
evitable Decree, when they have quitted 
their Bodies, to ſtraggle and hover about 
upon the Surface of the Earth, and not to 
return hither till their State of Diſqui- 
etude concludes with a Period of a great 
many Ages. Here Africanus gave over 
and withdrew, and immediately I wak'd 
upon't. | 
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